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Yegislative Assembly

Wednesday, 23 November 1983

The SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion without notice by
Mr Bryce (Minisier for Economic Development
and Technology), and read a first time.

Second Reading

MR BRYCE {Ascot—Minister for Economic
Development and Technology) [2.19 p.m.]: 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr Speaker, this Bill is of great significance to
the development of this State, its people, and its
economy. Specifically it is of significance to the
development of new industry.

It is a Bill that recognises the challenges of the
current economic situation, and provides a basis
for future developments to meet those challenges.

The Bill recognises that the Government has a
significant role 1o play in enabling the
State—both the private and public sectors—to
meel the challenges facing us all.

There is little doubt that Weslern Australia is
facing a decade in which major economic and in-
dustrial challenges must be met and overcome.

Advances in information technology, the
emergence of high technology products, and de-
vetopments in fields such as biological engineer-
ing, and the like, are moving to alter and redefine
the way we view our processes of production and
the means of distributing goods and services.

Such technological advances are impacting on
every aspect of our lives, not just at work, but also
at home, in our family and personal lives.

The pervasiveness of these changes is so com-
plete that it is sometimes difficult for people to
comprehend just how much things around them
have altered.

The changes have also tended to come in waves,
breaking in different parts of society in different
ways, and at different times.

For example, when computers first emerged as
innovations, they were primarily confined to
“number crunching” exercises for scientists and
Government R and D facilities. The applications
moved slowly from the laboratory to specialised
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tasks in the field. Then, within 10 years, the
whole picture exploded. Breakihroughs in pro-
duction methods, programming, and marketing,
brought computers into offices, factories, homes,
schools, universities, and shops.

Yet even this tidal wave of change swept past
key indusiries and groups. Many companies and
Governments chose to ignore the trends and kept
going with their old technology, *making
do"—expending energies on keeping the past alive
a little longer. Such organisations and Govern-
ments are now paying a high price for such
neglect. They are going out of business, or paying
a high premium to catch up on events.

This need to catch up or miss out is not a prob-
lem which applies only to individual companies
and persons; it applies also to whole communi-
ties—entire State and national economies.

Western Australia is fast running out of time in
this regard. So fast is the rate of technological
change that any delay in confronting the chal-
lenges and the opportunities will see us sidelined,
uncompetitive, and with declining living standards
and rising levels of unemployment. The economic
future of this State is resting on the ability of the
people of this State, and their Government, to
take up the issue of technological development.

I am sure there are those in this House who are
prepared to sit back, and sugpest that the situ-
ation is really not so bad; that it will all turn out
right in the long run. To those people | say,
*“Wake up and look around you”.

Recent expert and specialist committees of in-
quiry have undertaken extemsive investigations
concerning the relationship between Australia’s
cconomic growth and its level of technological de-
velopment.

One of these committees established by the
Australian Scientific Industries Association had
this to say concerning the relationship—

Current predictions are such that, barring
a complete switch in our economic priorities
and a commitment to both research and de-
velopment in both high and new technology,
we will be surpassed in per capita income by
Singapore by the end of the decade. We have
already been surpassed by Iceland.

Australia’s current level of research and develop-
ment expenditure as a ratio of gross domestic
product is approximately one per cent. As another
repori produced by the Australian Academy of
Technological Science points out, this is well
below the amount spent by other comparable
countries. 1t is less than the ratio of Belgium,
Finland, France, the Netherlands, Norway, and
Sweden, and it is less than half the ratio of the



5092

United States of America, Germany, Japan,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.

Australia relies heavily on imports of other
people’s technology. We are amongst the largest
nect importers of technology in the werld. [ have
mentioned the report by the Australian Academy
of Technological Science which points out that—

The trade balance in statistically identifi-
able areas of high technological products was
running at near $10 of imports for each dol-
lar of exports in the 1981-82 year.

By comparison the United Nations trade
year book reveals for the 1980 year, other
countries ratio of imports 10 exports for the
same high technology products were much
lower.

In fact, countries as diverse as Ireland, Japan,
Singapore, South Korea, Sweden, West Germany,
and the USA are large net exporters of tech-
nology. Even countries such as Belgium, Canada,
France, and Spain manage 10 keep their tech-
nolagy trade balance below half the Australian
figure. The consequences of this neglect of our
technological development is one of the key con-
tributing factors to Australia’s deteriorating econ-
omic performance.

There is a significant difference in attitude of
the Governments in these countries to technologi-
cal development, compared with the attitude in
Australia. Without exception they are committed
to high technology and growth in those industries,
increased co-operation between the public and
private sectors and between industry and edu-
cational institutions, and improved industrial re-
lations and a positive role by Government to give
the economy a sense of direction in technological
development.

In the United States, for example, the Govern-
ment, since 1958, has supported and backed an
established organised venture capital market to
provide much needed risk capital for new indus-
tries. In the United Kingdom, the Government's
National Research Development Corporation and
the National Enterprises Board support commer-
cially promising high-risk manufacturing ven-
tures. In Canada, the Federal Government's
Canadian Devetopment Corporation is the largest
sharcholder in three of Canada's leading private

vendure capital companies. Ireland, Japan,
Singapore, France, West Germany, Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, The Netherlands, and

Finland all have active Government involvement
in the financial marketplace in order 1o encourage
technological development.
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In the area of skills development and education,
Australia also has slipped badly compared with its
neighbours and major trading partners.

In the 1980 OECD economic survey of
Australia, the full-time school enrolments of
young people aged 15 1o 19 years were identified
to stand at only 45 per cent of the age group, and
Australia ranked fourteenth of the 23 nations
listed, well behind the leading nations—the
United States, 74 per cent; Japan, 71 per cent;
Switzerland, 70 per cent; and Canada, 65 per
cent.

When we consider participation rates in ter-
tiary education, we realise that the proportion of
the 17-to-22-year-old age group enrolled in ter-
tiary institutions in Australia is eight per cent
which is, I regret to say, about half that of
Japan—16.8 per cent—and one-third that of the
United States—23.4 per cent. While 60 per cent
of the 15-19-year-old age group is in the labour
force in this country, comparable figures are 21
per cent in Japan and 18 per cent in the United
States.

It should therefore hardly be surprising to
members that in a peried of rapid technological
change and development, youth unemployment is
increasing. Without greater access to skills and
more enlightened attitudes from all of us, young
people will not find work as easily as they might
have done 10 or 20 years ago.

Western Australia has a mixed economy. It is a
blend of private and public sector activities with a
heavy—75 per cent—reliance on the private sec-
tor. State Governments have, over the years, sup-
ported local companies with direct financial
grants, advice, and various forms of assistance.
None of these schemes has ever directly addressed
general issues of technological development. The
previous Government tended to maintain a policy
of non-intervention in the marketplace.

As a consequence, there has been a lack of
significant, co-ordinated support by the Govern-
ment for Western Australian industries which
may benefit from new technolopy. Where there
has been Government funding and support for
new lechnology in industry, it has invariably been
of a minor nature. There has been no clear stra-
tegic purpose or planning.

Evidence from abroad indicates that Govern-
ments must take a positive and leading role in en-
couraging high technology if the economy is to
reap the rewards from such industries. This is a
point 1 made many times when 1 was in Oppo-
sition in this place. 1 recall vividly my debates
with Sir Charles Court, the former Premier, as
far back as 1977, when 1 argued for the esiablish-
ment of a special portfolio for technological devel-
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opment in the State. | was told then that tech-
nology was “everybody’s” concern in that Govern-
ment, so there was no need to have a special re-
sponsibility created to look after it.

Technology was clearly so much “everybody’s™
brief that “nobody” took any real responsibility
for it. It fell between the stools of the previous
Government. Western Australia lost valuable
years of opportunity.

In the last 12 months of the life of the previous
Government a token gesture was made. Tech-
nology was mentioned in a portfolio sense—a
technology review group was established. This
was created to improve liaison with the com-
munity in matters of technological industry devel-
opment.

While some work was then done in the areas
within the aims and objectives of the technology
review group, it is clear that the group operated
very tuch as a part-time organisation. It was
never provided with adequate resources with
which to systematically or vigorously review and
evaluate any of the issues on which it has been
asked to advise the Government.

Mr Rushton: Built on what so many other
people had done.

Mr BRYCE: In so many years, the work has
not been done. Consequently, when we won office
we sel about attempting to redress the balance, to
catch up, to go beyond the limits set by our prede-
cessors in their failure to comprehend the import-
ance of the issues 10 Western Australia.

Make ne mistake, Mr Speaker, great damage
has been done already by the neglect of the pre-
vious Government. It failed to appreciate how
central to the question of our very standard of liv-
ing is this issue of technological development. We
stand at a crossroads in this regard.

I would suggest that we face both internal and
exiernal challenges 10 our ability to continue with
what we have come to regard as the good life in
Waestern Australia.

Mr Old: Which you are about to ruin.

Mr BRYCE: The world is rapidly dividing
itsell into countries which have access 1o new
technology, advanced information systems and
knowledge-based industries, and countries which
do not. There are fast developing “information
rich” societies and “information poor” societies.
The “information rich™ economies such as Japan
and the United States will easily outmanoeuvre
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those countries the economies of which continue
to rely solely on traditional industries where re-
liance is placed on natural resources and little at-
tention is paid to other key areas of technological
development.

The internal challenges are equally daunting.
Technological development generates wealth, and
wealth created in this way must be fairly and
equitably distributed if the living standards of
many Western Australians are not to plummet
sharply. Our traditional means of achieving this
distribution of the benefits of new technology are
already showing themselves to be inadequate. The
wages systems, and collective bargaining ap-
proach, and the very nature of work itsell are
under increasing challenges.

Mr MacKinnon: Big brother!

Mr BRYCE: That comes very poorly from
somebody who sat in Cabinet, but who not only
turned his back on what was happening in West-
ern Australia, but also knew what had happened
in the rest of the world. There should be a sense
of shame.

We must finu new ways and means of address-
ing these challenges. The old ways are not getting
us very far. This Government is determined to
take innovative steps 10 tackle the issues.

To “innovate” means to “make changes by
introducing something new™. Innovative people,
very few of whom would be lfound in the Country
Party, reach out for the future and shape it. This
Government is determined to support and pro-
mote innovation in all its forms in the area of
technological development.

In this regard, Western Australians have
always been ready and able to take up innovative
approaches. The number of inventors, exper-
imenters, backyard “tinkerers™, dedicated tech-
nologists, and entreprencurial businessmen is ex-
tremely high. With orbital engines and back-
winged keels, Western Australia seems to have
more than its fair share of citizens with good
ideas and the enthusiasm 10 carry these ideas into
reality.

What then is the role of Government in inno-
.vation and change? The Government’s aim is as
follows—

Firstly, to show the way; leadership in the
community; to demonstrate to others by
example that the Government has faith and
hope in the future of technology in this State.

Secondly, to promote private and Govern-
ment sector co-operation and consensws; to
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establish mechanisms by which the various
stakeholders in the State can come together
and share their ideas on the future.

Thirdly, planning for the future; to take a
strategic view on the longer-term goals or de-
sired outcomes from technology; to take steps
to co-ordinate and mobilise resources, and
point them in the right direction.

How do we intend to fulfil this role? The Govern-
ment intends to practise what it has been preach-
ing about innovation and new technology. This
proposed legislation is designed 1o create new,
flexible structure for the Government to deal with
the issues of technological development.

The structure is also designed to be cost-effec-
tive; that is, it relies on participation from the
wider community and does not establish a large,
traditional deparimental sysiem. Such traditional
concepls are suited to the administration of well-
defined areas such as education and health. How-
ever, in the technology development area we are
secking to build *new bottles for new wine”—new
mechanisms for dealing with new ideas.

The proposed Technology Development Act
1983 describes or establishes three arms of
government—

{a) the WA technology development auth-
ority;

(b} the WA science, industry, and tech-
nology council; and

(c) the WA technology directorate.

This overall scheme is designed 1o allow the
Government to develop in as many areas as it can,
positive and dynamic initiatives.

[ASSEMBLY]

The authority will be responsible primarily for
the creation, establishment, and management of
high technology “parks”.

The council will be responsible for providing
the Government with specialist and expert advice
from the wider community on matters associated
with science, industry, and technology and their
likely impact on the social and economic life of
the State.

1 expect that a number of standing committees
of the council will be established immediately in
such areas as State Government purchasing pol-
icy, electronic indusiry, industrial relations, and
bio-technology.

The technology directorate is intended to be the
Government’s research and co-ordination arm in
technological development. It will have a vital and
creative role to play in areas concerned with the
promotion of technology development in the
State, and in examining the impact of such devel-
opment on the State. It will also provide support
and back-up for the council.

In taking these initiatives, the Government will
replace the existing structures—the technology
review group and the technology park manage-
ment board—and establish a more substantial
and dynamic set of structures.

Members may be assisted in their overview of
the Bill by referring to a schematic diagram of
these three agencies of Government, a diagram
which shows how they interrelate with each other.

1 seek leave to incorporate the diagram in
Hansard.

By leave of the House, the following material
was incorporated—

Diagram: Structures mentioned in Technology Development Act 198).

Minister

Technology Development
Authority

Science, Industry and
Technology Council {SITCO)

Technology
Directarate

E(Secrclariat)——,

Technology Parks

Standing Committeces
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Debate Resumed
Mr BRYCE: Members will note from the Bill
that the technotogy development authority is to be
an incorporated body, while the science, industry,
and technology council and the technology direc-
torate are not to be incorporated.

It is the intention of the Government to “drive™
these structures with a comparatively small
number of talenied people. Innovation is stimu-
lated by good ideas and hard work.

The three arms of the Government's initiative
will work closely together. They are joined in sev-
eral ways—

(a) through my office as the responsible
Minister;

through shared resources in the case of
the council and the directorate;

by shared membership across all three
organisations at the management
level—this is particularly the case with
the director of the technology director-
ale; and
the three arms will also work closely
with the Department of Industrial De-
velopment and the WA development
corporation.
1 now turn to the Bill itself.

Part | of the Bill enables the Minister 10 de-
clare land to be a technology park and thereby de-

clare it reserved for research, development, pro-
duction, or assembly of science-based products.

(b)
{c}

(d}

The technology development authority is cre-
ated by part Il and is governed by a board of
management as outlined in clauses 6 to 11. The
main functions of the authority are listed in
clauses 12 and 13. These include the control and
management of technology parks and related land
and buildings, and the provision of services de-
signed to promote the development of technology
in the State, ranging from information dissemi-
naltion to advising and adminstrative services.

The authority has powers under clause 13 to
demand fees and charges for its services, manage
the lands it controls, and handle its funds in the
normal way.

Clause 14 gives the Minister the power 10 di-
recl the activities of the authority as required. .

The authority will have the services of a general
manager under clauses 15 to 19 and such other
staff as are necessary. The Public Service Act
1978 will not apply 10 authority staff, but they
may enjoy the benefits of the State superannu-
ation scheme.

Division 4 of part Il of the Bill outlines the
financial provisions for the authority, and allows
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time by Parliament. The authority has the power
to borrow moneys with the approval of the
Treasurer who may guarantee the same.

The Western Australian science, industry, and
technology council is established under part LI1.
This will be an advisory group of six to 18 people
drawn from many sections of the community.

The role of the council is to advise and report 1o
the Minister on matters relating to science, indus-
try, and technology and to liaise and co-operate
with other groups engaged in related pursuits.

Funds for the council will be made available
from time to time by Parliament, as outlined in
clause 34 of the Bill.

The technology directorate which has already
been established has been given a statutory base
in part IV, The directorate will advise the Minis-
ter on policy and act as secretariat for the council.
The directorate has the services of a director and
may draw on professional and technical consult-
ants as necessary.

Clause 44 allows for the making of regulations.
This is essential for the management of tech-
notogy parks and allows for the enforcement of
established standards and covenants controlling
use of the land in accordance with the ethos.

This Bill and the agencies created in it, are the
subject of a review in five years as specified in
clause 45.

Mr MacKinnon: There is no sunset clause here.

Mr BRYCE: | am sure I will enjoy an
exchange of opinions with the member for
Murdoch about whose definition is right and what
constitutes the best definition of sunset clauses.

In conclusion, Mr Speaker, I would like to re-
turn to the theme of innovation and change in
technological development.

[ am reminded of the words of a well-known
social psychologist, Abraham Maslow, who ob-
served in the early 1970s that—

Life moves far more rapidly now than it
ever did before. .. it seems very obvious to
me that this requires a change in our attitude
toward the human being, and to his relation-
ship to the world. To put it bluntly, we need
a different kind of human being. who is
comfortable with change, who enjoys change,
who is able to improvise, who is able to face
with confidence, strength and courage a situ-
ation of which he has absolutely no fore-
warning.

What Maslow said then has even more relevance
today. In order to grapple with science and tech-
nology, 10 overcome the challenges they pose, and
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to take up the opportunity they offer, we must en-
courage people 10 seek out change-—to enjoy the
stimulation that comes with dealing in new ideas.

This Bill is designed to facilitate ideas, to en-
courage people Lo come forward, and to provide a
clear signal to “everybody™ that this Government
means business.

| commend this Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Peter
Jones.

RESERVES BILL AND RESERVES
AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion without notice by
Mr Mclver (Minister for Lands and Surveys),
and read a first time.

Second Reading

MR McIVER (Avon—Minister for Lands and
Surveys) [2.48 p.m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill now before the House is similar to
measures dealing with variation to Class “A" re-
serves and land held under trust which come be-
fore Parliament towards the end of each sitting.

The purpose in presenting the Bill late in the
sitting is to ensure that all necessary variations to
Class “A” reserves and land held under trust can
be embraced in the one Bill.

The Bill contains 53 clauses including one
which comprises a schedule of eight separate ac-
tions.

The high number of clauses reflects in part the
need for additions to Class **A” reserves to be
now submitted 1o Parliament pursuant to amend-
ments to the Land Act 1982. Previously such ac-
tions were approved by Executive Council.

The high nember is also a consequence of there
being only one Reserves Bill this year, due to the
single session of Parliament.

Class “A™ Reserve No. 1653 near Bridgetown
is set apart for “parking” and is unvested. The re-
serve, however, is not used for *“parking” and the
Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes has requested
the “A™ classification be changed to “C" with
portion of the reserve being used for roadways
and the balance being set apart as “parklands”
and vested in the shire. A clause secks the ap-
proval of the Parliament to cancellation of the
“A” classification,

Class “A” Reserves Nos. 8606 and 9719 at
Busselton are set apart for *‘recreation”™ and
vested in the Shire of Busselton. Because of their
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proximity 1o the ocean foreshore, both reserves
have been used extensively for parking, which has
created traffic control problems. The Shire of
Busselton wishes to rationalise the situation by
widening Geographe Bay Road to provide perma-
nent parking bays. To accomplish this, the follow-
ing actions are proposed—

(a) cancel Reserves Nos. 8606 and 5719;

(b) consolidate the subject land located east
of Geographe Bay Road into one Class
“A" “recreation™ reserve vested in the
Shire of Busselton; and

{¢) include the remaining portions of the
two reserves located west of Geographe
Bay Road into road widening and a pro-
posed foreshore  “recreation  and
parklands™ reserve with vesting also in
the Shire of Busselton.

The shire fully supports the proposals. This clause
sceks the approval of the Parliament to cancel-
lation of the two Class “A" reserves.

Perth Modern School, Subiaco, is situated on
Class “A” Reserve No. 9338 set apart for
“educational” purposes. The Education Depart-
ment is desirous of amalgamating Reserve No.
9338 with the adjoining “technical school” Re-
serve No. 8899 for the amended purpose of
**school site” and dispensing with the “A™ ctassifi-
cation. A clause secks Parliament’s approval to
cancellation of the A’ classification.

The Shire of Manjimup, which holds vesting
orders for Class “A”  Reserve No. 17672
“protection of flora (king jarrah)” and Class A"
Reserve No. 23630 “national park™, has asked the
Forests Department to take over management and
vesting of the reserves in an effort to prevent il-
legal dumping of rubbish. The Forests Depart-
ment has agreed to the request and both the
WNational Parks Authority and the Depariment of
Fisheries and Wildlife have no objection to the
proposal.

In order to effect the change and improve man-
agement, it is proposed to cancel the Class “A"
status of the two reserves, amalgamate both re-
serves inlo a consolidated “parklands and rec-
reation” reserve, and vest this reserve in the Con-
servator of Forests. A clause seeks Parliament's
approval to cancellation of the Class “A” status
of both reserves.

In 1976, the Environmental Prolection Auth-
ority in its “Red Book™ report recommended cre-
ation of a south coast national park stretching
from Augusta to Nornalup Inlet. The Govern-
ment approved implementation of the report and
the western part was declared in 1980.
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The name D’Entrecasteaux National Park was
chosen. The castern part, however, did not pro-
ceed at that time because of a number of difficult-
ics.

In 1982, the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority recommended full implementation of the
1976 report inciuding addition to the park of the
following Class “A" reserves—

(a) Reserve No. 20167 “camping and rec-
reation” controlled by the Shire of
Manjimup;
unvested Reserve No. 30523
“conservation of flora and fauna™; and

unvesied Reserve No. 24158 “camping
and water™.

(b)
(€)

The lormer Government approved the recommen-
dation. The Shirc of Manjimup and the National
Parks Authority support the proposal.

In order to implement the recommendation, it
will be necessary to cancel all three reserves with
the intenticn that the subject land be consolidated
and reserved again as a Class “A” reserve for
“national park and water” with vesting in the
National Parks Authority. A clause seeks Parlia-
ment's approval of such action.

It is proposed to cancel the disused and
unvested “gravel” Reserve No. 10433 and amal-
gamate the subject land with adjoining Class “A™
Reserve No. 4561, set apart for “parklands” and
vested in the Town of Armadale. The council has
agreed to the proposal.

The approval of Parliament is, however, re-
quired to include land in the Class “A" reserve. A
clause secks the Parliament's approval.

In an effort to reduce access to North
Swanbourne Beach, particularly by vehicular
traffic, the City of Nedlands arranged closure of
the narthern unmade portion of Marine Parade
with the intention that the land be included in ad-
joining Class “"A”™ Reserve No. 27250
“recreation” vesied in the city.

Council was concerned that, with increasing
numbers of people using the beach, fragile sand
dunes in the area would be further damaged lead-
ing to a complete breakdown in the dune systerm.
As there was insufficient time to have the matter
dealt with by Parliament during 1982, a separate
“recreation” Rescrve No. 38190 was created.

In order 1o rationalise the situation, it is now
proposed to combine both reserves into a single
Class “A” “recreation” reserve vested in the City
of Nedlands, This will necessitate cancellation of
Reserve No. 38190 and inclusion of the subject
land in the Class “A” reserve. A clause seeks the
Parliament’s approval to such action.
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The National Parks Authority wishes to estab-
lish a resident ranger in Watheroo National
Park—Class “A™ Reserve No. 24491 set apart for
*“national park™ and vested in the National Parks
Authority of Western Australia. As no suitable
site exists within the park, the authority proposes
to build a ranger’s headquarters on adjoining Re-
serve No. 27871, set apari for “conservation of
flora and fauna™ and vested in the Western Aus-
tralian Wildlife Authority.

The authority has accordingly requested that
Reserve No. 27871 be included in the national
park. Both the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife and the Shire of Dandaragan agree with
the proposal. In order to effect the inclusion, it
will be necessary to cancel Reserve No. 27871
and include the subject land in Reserve No.
24491. A clause seeks the Parliament’s approval
10 amendment of the Class “A™ reserve.

In December 1982, the former Government ap-
proved a number of recommendations designed 1o
rationalise the purpose, vesting, and management
of several islands in the Dampier Archipelago. All
but one action can be effected by the normal
Executive Council procedures.

The proposal to include ‘‘recreation” Reserve
No. 36912 located on Rosemary Island in
“conservation of flora and fauna™ Reserve No.
36915 will require the approval of the Parliament
as Reserve No. 36915 is Class *A”. A clause
seeks that approval.

Class “A" Reserve No. 3293 at East Perth is
set apart for “Perth Mint™ and is vested in the Di-
rector of the Perth Mint. In order to accommo-
date proposed extensions, adjoining freehold land
was acquired by the Mint in 1981 with the
intention that it be added to the Class “A”™ re-
serve per medium of the 1982 Reserves Bill.

Due to legal problems the matter could not be
dealt with during 1982 and in order to prevent de-
lays in building, a separate Class “A™ Reserve
No. 38421 comprising the former freehold land
was created.

It is now proposed to consolidate both Class
“A” reserves into on¢ “Perth Mim"” reserve. This
will require cancellation of Reserve No. 3842]
and inclusion of the subject land in Reserve No.
3293. ' ’ oo

A clause seeks Parliament's approval to the
changes to bath Class “A” reserves.

Class “A” Reserve No. 15677 near Nornalup is
set apart for “protection of flora—red flowering
gum” and is unvested. The reserve is important
for both conservation and landscape aesthetics.
However, due to limited management, the reserve
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has been damaged by fire and is visited regularly
by unauthorised seed collectors.

To overcome the problem, it is proposed to can-
cel Reserve No. 15677 and include the subject
land in the adjoining Walpole-Nornalup National
Park—Class "A” Reserve No. 31362. The
National Parks Authority, the Environmental
Protection Authority, and the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife all support the proposal. A
clause secks Parliament’s approval to cancellation
and amalgamation of the two Class “*A™ reserves.

Clauses 17 to 39 contain proposals to increase
the size of the Class “A™ reserves listed. These
proposals vary from inclusion of vacant Crown
land and closed roads to provide or improve man-
agement, to a proposal to include two arcas of for-
mer frechold land specifically acquired to ration-
alise the boundaries of the Porongurup National
Park. All proposals have the support of the con-
tralling or vesting authority concerned.

Class "A’ Reserve No. 1668 is set apart for
recreation and vested in the City of Nedlands
with power to lease. The council wishes 10 utilise
the unoccupied Dalkeith ladies’ bowling club-
house¢ situated on portion of the reserve for oc-
casional child care and community use. The pro-
posed use, however, is not compatible with the re-
serve purpose, sa council has requested the club-
house be excised from the reserve, set apart as a
separate reserve for “hallsite {community pur-
poses)” and vested in the City of Nedlands with
power Lo lease.

A clause sceks Parliament’s approval to effect
the excision from the Class “A” reserve.

Class “A"” Rescrve No. 8431 surrounding
Prevelly townsite is set apart for “protection and
preservation of caves and flora and for health and
pleasure resort™ and is unvested. in 1978, portion
of the reserve was excised for a “church site™.

The Shire of Augusta-Margaret River, how-
ever, refused to issue a building permit and the
proposed Greek orthodox memorial chapel was
subsequently built on freehold land in Prevelly.
The “church site” reserve was cancelled and the
subject land reincluded in Reserve No. 8431

The church (rustees now wish to extend the
amenities adjacent to the chapel, but have
insufficient land. Accordingly they have requested
excision of a small area of Reserve No. 8431
which adjoins the chapel.

As portion of Reserve No. 8434 had been made
available previously te the church, but was not
used, both the Department of Conservation and
Environment and the Shire of Augusta-Margaret
River support the proposal.
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A clause secks Parliament’s approval to ex-
cision of the land required from the Class “A”™ re-
serve.

Mr Rushton: Are we going 10 have maps show-
ing all this?

Mr McIVER: Clauses 42 to 46 seek Parlia-
ment’s approval to amendment of the purpose of
various Class “A”™ reserves. In each case, the
agreement of the controlling or vesting authority
has been oblained.

Reserve No. 23234 has excellent potential for
recreational development in conjunction with an
existing Forests Department development at
Rooney’s Bridge, Manjimup. Accordingly it is
proposed to change the reserve purpose from
“stopping place and national park™ 1o *‘recreation
and parklands”.

Reserve No. 13289 is an important bird habitat
with high conservation value.

Mr Blaikie: That will be interesting.

Mr McIVER: As the present purpose of “water
and camping” is unsuitable, a change to “water
and conservation of flora and fauna” is proposed.

Reserve No. 17125 is used by passing motorists
as a convenicent stopping place. Because of its size
and remoteness, ils present purpose of “‘national
park” is inappropriate and a change to
“parklands” is proposed.

In order 10 prevent development of home units
on Reserve No. 22624 and preserve the reserve’s
public amenity, the Shire of Busselton requested
the reserve purpose be changed to “parklands and
recreation™.

As pari of an ongoing programme to rationalise
the purpose of reserves under the control of or
vested in the Western Australian Wildlife Auth-
ority, the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
has requested the purpose of cach reserve listed in
the schedule to clause 46 be chanped 1o
“conservation of flora and fauna™.

Such a change will afford maximum protection
for each reserve pursuant to the provisions of the
Wildlife Conservation Act while at the same time
allowing standardisation of management pro-
cedures.

Class "A” Reserve No, 8428 south of
Yallingup is set apart for “npational park™ and
vested in the National Parks Authority of West-
crn Australia.

The adjoining freehold owner has cleared part
of the reserve and in an effort 10 rationalise the
situation proposes a land exchange whereby
portion of his frechold land is cxchanged for
portian of the reserve.
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Although actions of unauthorised clearing are
not usually accepted as the basis for land deal-
ings, the National Parks Authority and the De-
partment of Conservation and Environment have
agreed to the exchange as acquisition of the free-
hold land will provide a continuous link between
the balance of Reserve No. 8428 and Class “A"
Reserve No. 20171—""National Park”—vested in
the National Parks Authority of Western Aus-
tralia and also allow the amalgamation of both re-
serves into one consolidated national park.

To cffect the exchange and amalgamate both
reserves, the approval of Parliament is required. A
clause seeks that approval.

Class “A™ Reserve No. 13375 situated on the
south-western side of the Causeway, East Perth, is
set apart for “roads, parks and public recreation™
and is vested in the City of Perth.

In an effort to rationalise the reserve bound-
aries, council has requested that several small
portions of Crown land be included in the reserve.
These comprise—

(i) the remaining portion of former “pubiic
works (improvement of Swan River)”
Reserve No. 7728;

the reclaimed channel between former
Reserve No. 7728 and the main-
land—now vacant Crown land; and

the remnant portion of unvested Class
“A" Reserve No. 17827 “park and
gardens”.

Council also requests that the purpose of Reserve
No. 13375 be changed to “park, public recreation,
and vehicle parking™.

The Perth water and Burswood Isiand fore-
shores advisory committee supporis the proposal.
However as two Class “A” reserves are involved,
the approval of Parliament is required before the
reserve boundaries can be changed.

Accordingly a clause secks that approval.

[Quorum formed.]

Mr McIVER: Perhaps | should concentrate

more on the nudist beach in which everyone has
shown interest.

(1)

(iii)

Mr Blaikie: You are doing very well.

Mr MclVER: The Shire of Boyup Brook has
requesied that Class “A" Reserve No. 5132 set
apart for “'shire purposes™ and vested in the Shire
of Boyup Brook be resited so that its north-west-
ern boundary adjoins the foreshore reserve along
the Blackwood River.

This will involve a land exchange whereby an
area of 9707 square metres is excised from Re-
serve No. 5132 and granted to the registered pro-
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prietors of adjoining freehold land comprising
portion of Nelson Location 8440, and an area of
9 705 squarc metres comprising portion of Lo-
cation 8440 is added to Reserve No. 5132,

The proprietors of portion of Location 8440
agree 1o the exchange and both the Town
Planning Board and the Office of Titles has ap-
proved the survey. A clause seeks Parliament’s
approval to alteration of the Class “A™ reserve
boundaries.

A recent boundary survey by the Shire of
Bridgetown-Greenbushes revealed that portion of
an access track on council controlled “parklands
and recreation” Reserve No. 15860 encroaches
onto the adjoining “site for bowling club and
premises” Reserve No. 26084, held under Crown
grant in trust by the Bridgetown Bowling Club,
while portion of the bowling club development ¢n-
croaches onto the recreation reserve.

To remedy the situation, it is proposed 10 excise
portion of the bowling club reserve and include it
in the recreation reserve and conversely excise
portion of the recreation reserve and include it in
the bowling club reserve. A clause secks Parlia-
ment's approval to the adjustments to the Class
“A" reserve.

Boulder Town Lot No. 75 is held in fee simple
by the Uniting Church in Australia Property
Trust (W.A)) in trust for “ecclesiastical pur-
poses”.

The manse constructed on Lot No. 75 is no
longer required by the church and approval is
sought to dispose of the building. As the land
must also be sold, its value will be reimbursed to
the State from proceeds of the sale.

Before approval can be given however, the trust
over the land must be removed in order that an
unencumbered freehold title can be issued to the
purchaser. This will nccessitate the approval of
Parliament and a clause seeks that approval.

The Independent Order of Oddfellow has a
widow and orphan fund established in 1939 pur-
suant to section 12 of the Reserves Act (No. 3)
1939 to provide assistance to aged members and
children who are orphans of the society.

The socicty, however, has few orphan children
and consequently the majority of funds is unable
to be utilised.

To overcome this, the trusteecs of the society
have requested a legislative change to allow 23
per cent of funds to be used to assist aged mem-
bers and the remaining 75 per cent to be used for
social welfare and community projects.
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It is necessary 1o obtain parliamentary approval
10 amendments 10 the 1939 Act. A clause seeks
that approval.

Reserve No. 27074 at Maida Vale is set apart
for “institutional purposes (slow learning chil-
drens group)” and held in [rechold by the Slow
Learning Children’s Group of WA (Inc.) in trust
for that purpose.

Portion of the reserve comprising Swan Lo-
cation 7561 contains Hawkevale village for
intellectvally handicapped persons.

In order 1o finance development of residential
housing within the village, the group has re-
quested permission 10 subdivide and sell portion of
Swan Location 7561. This will entail removal of
the trust over that portion of the reserve.

It has been agreed to remove the trust from
Swan Location 7561 provided that—

(a) all proceeds from land sales are directed
towards institutional activities and not
general endowment;

{b) no further land will be granted to the
group for expansion of the Hawkevale
village;

(c¢) the group agrees to surrender without
compensation, portion of the reserve for
roadworks and pipcline reserve;

(d) the trust is retained over the balance of
the reserve comprising Swan Location
7562.

Parliament’s approval is required for removal of
the trust and this clause seeks that approval.

Class “A™ Reserve No. 17495 south of
Northcliffe is set apart for “camping and rec-
reation” and vested in the Shire of Manjimup
with power to lease that portion comprising
Nelson Location 12439,

Since 1961, council has issued leases to local
fishermen and holiday-makers and today there
arc in excess of 150 cottages in an arca known lo-
cally as *“Windy Harbour settlement™.

The legality of leasing a Class “A” public rec-
reatlion reserve for permanent occupation by pri-
vate parties has been questioned.

To regularise the situation, it is proposed to ex-
cise Location 12439 from the reserve and set this
land apart as a separate Class “A™ reserve for
“recrcation, camping, caravan park, and holiday
cotlages”, vested in the Shire of Manjimup with
power 1o lease. On this basis, the shire has apreed
10 surrender the vesting of the remaining major
part of Reserve No. 17495 for inclusion in the
D’Entrecasteaux National Park.

[ASSEMBLY)

The purpose of the residual Reserve No. 17495
is to be changed to “national park™ with vesting
in the National Parks Authority.

A clause seeks Parliament’s approval to the
proposed changes 1o this Class “A™ reserve.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Blaikie.

RACING RESTRICTION AMENDMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Parker
(Minister for Employment and Administrative
Services), and read a first time,

Second Reading

MR PARKER {(Fremantle—Minister for Em-
ployment and Administrative Services) [3.20
p.m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

For some time, both the Western Australian
Trotting Association and the Western Australian
Turf Club have proposed amendments to the
Racing Restriction Act 1917 which would elimin-
ate the restrictions imposed on the number of race
or trot meetings held by either the association or
the club in the metropolitan area.

Since 1979, the Western Australian Turf Club
has conducted midweek metropolitan meetings,
which are now an accepted part of the State’s
racing calendar; they are popular with owners,
trainers, jockeys, and the racing public. The club
pays increased subsidies to provincial race clubs
when meetings are held in the same week as a
midweek metropolitan meeting.

In 1981, the Western Australian Trotting As-
sociation developed an overall industry plan in
consultation with the Western Australian Country
Trotting Association, which resulted in agreement
being reached on the following matters—

recognition of country dates and dates
available for city meetings;

praposed progressive increase tn metropolitan
dates;

subsidies 10 country clubs holding a mecting
immediately following a city midweek fix-
ture,
winter subsidies, feature cup races, and
classic event subsidies; and
programming and stake money guidelines.
In its 1983 report, the Honorary Royal Com-
mission 1o inquire into and report on racing and

trotting in Western Australia, when referring 10
the Racing Restriction Act, stated in part—
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From the evidence before us we acknowl-
edge that mid-week cily racing will—

(1} Incrcase TAB and oncourse turnover
thereby providing greater profitability
for the racing and trotting industry;

(2) increase attendance at race meetings;

{3) have the support of the majority of
owners and trainers and race patrons.

However, it is also clear that such a move
is likely to have a detrimental effect on some
provincial clubs and could threaten the exist-
ence of others. As the WA Turf Club is
currently conducting almost as many meet-
ings as is permitted under the Racing Re-
striction Act it will be necessary to amend it
if any additional mid-week city meetings are
to be held. Furthermore, as it has the sole
right to issue licences for race meetings, the
Racing Restriction Act, if amended, should
provide an avenue of appeal for country and
provincial race clubs to the Minister where
agreements between the various bodies can-
not be reached.

In most respects, the Bill now before the House
provides authority to the Minister as envisaged by
the Honorary Royal Commission.

The Minister will be required to approve all
racing and trotting calendars in advance.

The present machinery of negotiation by the
Western Australian Turl Club and the Western
Australian Trotting Association with country and
provincial clubs, prior 1o the promulgation of the
racing and trotting calendars, will continue as in
the past. However, the Minister will be required
to approve the racing and trotting calendars, be-
fore they can be implemented.

This action has been taken by the Government
to ensurc that a rcasonable balance between
metropolitan and country racing is achieved. Both
the Turf Club and the Trotting Association recog-
nise the need to protect and foster racing and
trotting in country areas.

The racing and trotting fraternity must have
country racing opportunities to educate their
horses and race them through the classes to a
standard acceptable for metropolitan racing.

The Bill now before the House will give the
Government of the day control over metropolitan
and country racing and trotting fixtures which
control has not existed in the past.

1 commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Hassell
(Deputy Leader of the Opposition).
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STATE FORESTS
Revocation of Dedication: Motion

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga—Minister for
Forests)[3.23 p.m.]: [ move—

That the proposal for the partial reve-
cation of State forests Nos. 4, 26, 28, 18, 41,
59 and 51 laid on the Table of the Legislative
Assembly by command of His Excellency the
Governor on the twenty-fifth day of October,
1983 be carried out.

Members will note that the proposed excisions
amount (o about 2101 hectares. Three areas
totalling 145 hectares are in exchange for equal
areas of private property.

This amounts 1o a reduction of 1956 hectares
attributable mainly to the proposed excision of
1713 hectares, located approximately 30 kilo-
metres south-east of Northcliffe townsite, for in-
clusion in a plarned extension of the south coast
national park.

It is desirable to draw to members’ attention
the fact that dedications as additions to State for-
ests in 1982-83 amounted to 1 292 hectares while
227 hectares were revoked, resulting in a net gain
of 1 065 hectares.

1 commend the motion.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Blaikie.

BILLS (7): ASSENT

Message from the Governor received and read
notifying assent to the following Bills—

1. General Insurance Brokers and Agenis
Amendment Bill.

2. Exotic Stock Diseases (Eradication Fund)
Amendment Bill.

3. Liquor Amendment Bill.

Acts Amendment (Trade
Lotteries) Bill.

5. Parks and Reserves Amendment Bill.

Promotion

. Friendly Societies Amendment Bill.
7. Shipping and Pilotage Amendment Bill.

BILLS (2): MESSAGES
Appropriations
Messages from the Governor received and read

recommending appropriations for the purposes of
the fotlowing Bills—

1. Technology Development Bill.

2.  Western Australian Development Corpor-
ation Bill.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TRIPARTITE
LABOUR CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion
by Mr Parker (Minister for Employment and Ad-
ministrative Services), read a first time.

Second Reading

MR PARKER (Fremantle—Minister for Em-
ployment and Administrative Services)[3.27
p.m.): 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill is cited as the Western Australian
lLabour Consultative Tripartite Council Bill 1983
and has been lormulated by, and has the approval
of, the fellowing bodies—

the Confederation of Western Australian In-
dustry;

the Australian Mines and Metals Associ-
ation;
the Trades and Labor Council; and

the Western Austrazlian Government Indus-
trial Relations Service.

The foundation of this tripartite council has its
origin in a green paper on industrial relations de-
veloped by the Australian Labor Party which was
distributed for a period of some 12 months before
the election in March 1983, The document was
circulated 1o all major employer organisations, Lo
vnions, 1o academics, and to all interested mem-
bers of the community.

The purpose of the legislation is to fulfil the
Government’s policy commitment 10 establish
tripartite consultation in the area of industrial re-
lations. The policy, contained in the Australian
Labor Party’s platform, states explicitly—

Once in power Labor will establish a per-
manent tripartite council which will consider
and report to the Government and, if necess-
ary, the Parliament, on legislative priorities,
reforms and administrative steps necessary 1o
improve industrial relations in Western Aus-
tralia.

While having its own views and electoral
obligations, a Labor Government will,
nonetheless, adhere to the consultative pro-
cess and scek consensus.

Emplayers and unions will be expected 1o
do the same.

When an agreement is reach=4 immediate
steps will be taken to implemen. . 11, despite
exhaustive effort, there is disagreement in
whole or in part and resort to independent in-
quiry is not appropriate, a report of each or-

[ASSEMBLY)

ganisation’s position and views shall be made
1o Parliament.

Labor does not in any way resile from its
fundamental responsibility to the electorate.
However, it recognises thai business and
unions are important elements in the social
and industrial process. Progressive and stable
Government requires that they must be
treated as such.

While expecting each group to be self-re-
liant, the tripartite council will establish a
framework for information exchange and re-
search between Government, the social part-
ners, and tertiary institutions.

Labor will, however, assist particular re-
search projects approved by the tripartite
council which are of key importance to West-
ern Australia.

In support of that policy. an interim tripartite
council has been established, and to date has
worked successfully ai formulating initiatives to
the following important pieces of industrial re-
lations legislation—

the Industrial Arbitration Act;

occupational healib,
legislation; and

safety, and wellare

Workers” Compensation and Assistance Act.

The Government has purposely provided this
picce of legislation with the express intent of en-
suring that the Parliament has the opportunity to
objectively assess the views of each member of the
tripartite council in relation to important legis-
lation pertaining 10 industrial relations. The rep-
resentation on the tripartitc committee has been
increased by the addition of the Perth Chamber of
Commerce (Inc.).

I commend the Bill 10 the House.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Commitices (Mr Barnett) in
the Chair; Mrc Parker (Minister for Employment
and Administrative Services) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title—

Progress

Progress reported and leave given 1o sit again,
on motion by Mr O’Connor (Leader of the Oppo-
sition).
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PUBLIC AND BANK HOLIDAYS
AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bilt received from the Council; and on motion
by Mr Parker (Minister for Employment and Ad-
ministrative Services), read a first time.

Second Reading

MR PARKER (Fremantle—Minister for Em-
ployment and Administrative Services) [3.33
pm.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill is introduced 10 clarify the position in re-
lation 10 the observance of the celebration day for
the anniversary of the birthday of the reigning
sovereign or, as it is more commonly known, the
Queen’s birthday haliday.

The second schedule to the Public and Bank
Holidays Act provides for the holiday to be ob-
served on the second Monday in Octlober. The
second schedule is amended to enable the Queen’s
birthday to be appointed aonnually by procla-
mation. It is intended that the proclamation of the
date for thc Queen’s bicthday for the whale of the
State will be made at least 12 months prior to
that date.

The intention is to use the Royal Show day as
the basis for global proclamation and permit local
authorities other than those in an area appropri-
ately defined with respect 10 the Perth Royal
Show to request an alternative day with respect io
the localions, 1owns, or cities in their jurisdiction.
The purpose of not stating that the Queen’s birth-
day will be celebrated during the Roya! Show
week is 10 allow for the holiday to be celebrated
on differcnt days for various specified areas and
locations of the State instead of the day specilied
in the State-wide proclamation.

A new provision allows local authorities to re-
quest a substitution of their local show day for the
date specified in the Staie-wide proclamation.
These variations must be published in the Govern-
ment Gazette at least three weeks beflore the date
specilied in the State-wide proclamation.

A Cabinet decision taken in 1981 resulted in
the holiday being celcbrated on the first Monday
of the Perth Royai Show. As a consequence of
that dccision the Public Service rcgulations were
amended in 1981 to effectively remove the Public
Service holiday in the Royal Show weck, and at
the same time Lhe bank holiday previously
granted to bank employees for the Perth Royal
Show was abolished.

As the position now stands, it is necessary 1o
proclaim the holiday cach year to coincide with

November 1983] 5103

the show, bearing in mind that the first Monday
on which the Royal Show is 1o be held will be on
3 October 1983; 1 October 1984; 30 September
1985; 29 September 1986; and 5 October 1987,

The variation in the date shown in the second
schedule—that is, the second Monday in
October—to the actual celebration pursuant to
the Cabinet decision, has led to confusion and
misunderstandings. Manufacturers of diaries and
calendars and many organisations rely on the
present wording of the second schedule as a firm
guide in identifying the actual day of the holiday.

The Bill is designed 1o provide greater flexi-
bility in applying a designated holiday to meet the
requirements of specified areas and locations.

| commend the Bill to the House.
Question pul and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett) in
the Chair; Mr Parker (Minister for Employment
and Adminstrative Services), in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title and citation—

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit again,
on motion by Mr O'Connor (Leader of the Oppo-
sition).

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE
AMENDMENT BILL

Council’s Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett) in
the Chair; Mr Brian Burke (Premier) in charge of
the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council were as
follows—

No. 1.

Clause 6, page 2, after the word
*amended” in line 29—Delete all the
words and substitute the following
words—
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in subsection {7) by repealing the
proviso and substiluting a new pro-
viso as follows—

Provided that the Siate
Government Insurance Office
shall not be entitled to the ser-
vices of any Government
officer or depariment unless a
full and appropriate charge is
made in all respects on a com-
mensurate  basis  with  the
charge which would be made
to other insurers trading in
Western Australia for the like
services by persons engaged in
providing such services.

No. 2.

Clause 7, page 3, lines 25 to

30—Delete the subsection and substitute

the following subsection—

(4) The State Government
Insurance Office may manage and
administer self insurance arrange-
ments on behalfl of Departmenis,
Authorities or instrumentalities of
the Government, including the ar-
rangement, when prudent, of re-
insurance of risks arising therefrom
{which re-insurance shall be open 1o
competitive  bids  within  the
insurance industry and shall not be
directed preferentially to the State
Government Insurance Office), and
such selfl insurance arrangements
shall be conducted within the
Government Insurance Fund, but
where Departments, Authorities, or
instrumenialities of the Govern-
meni propose to take oul or renew
insurance other than through the
Government [psurance Fund, such
insurance business shall be open
and available for competitive bids
without being preferentially di-
recied to the State Government
Insurance Office. Where Depart-
menls, Authorities, or
instrumentalities take or renew
insurance other than through the
Government Insurance Fund and
such insurance is placed with the
State  Government Insurance
Office, brokerage shall be payable
by the State Government Insurance
QOffice on a normal commercial
basis.

No. 3.

Clause 7, page 3, lines 31 1o
36—Delete the proposed subsection (3).

No. 4,

Clause 7, page 4, after line 20—Insert
new subsections (9) and (10)—

(9) In relation to the Trading
Fund and the Life Insurance Fund
as constituted by this section, the
State Government Insurance Office
shall supply to the Minister such
annual accounts and statements as
are required to be supplied by a
body corporate (incorporated in
Australia) pursvant to the pro-
visions of section 44 of the
Insurance Act 1973 of the Com-
monwealth and Division 4, 5 and 6
of Part 111 of the Life Insurance
Act 1945 of the Commonwealth as
if it were a body corporate subject
to those Acts.

(10) The Minister, within 14 sit-
ting days of receiving the accounts
and statements that are to be sup-
plied in accordance with subsection
(9) shalt present such accounis and
statements to both Houses of Par-
liament to the extent and in the
form that comparable information
is customarily published in 1he
annual reports of the Insurance
Commissioner.

No. 5.

Clavse 7, page 4, lines 21 1o
29—Deleic the proposed subsection 7B
and substitute the following—

Paymems to B, (1) In lieu of the liab-
Gonsoli- . ility of insurers other than the
enueand of State Government Insurance
rates e1c. " -
Office to pay tax on income or
profits under any Act of the
Commonwealth, within 6
months after the end of each
successive period of 12 months
ending on 30 June, beginning
with the period ending on 30
June 1984, one-half of the net
profits for the period derived
by the Siate Government
Ensurance Office from all of its
business, as certified to by the
Auditor General, shall be paid
1o the Treasurer for payment
into the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.
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(2) In determining for the
purposes of subsection {1} of
this section the net profit de-
rived by the State Government
Insurance Office from any of
its business, losses, if any, that
may have accrued in a previous
year or years may be carried
forward, and—

(a) any amounts written off
the premises of the Siate
Government Insurance
Oifice: and

(b) any amounts provided for
contingencies, bad or
doubtful debts, or reserves
established pursuant to
section 7 (8) (a) of this
Act,

are subject to the approval of
the Treasurer.

(3) In licu of the liabitity of
insurers other than the State
Government Insurance Office
10 pay to the Commonwealth
sales tax, excise or other taxes
or charges, the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office, on the
assessment of the Treasurer
and to the extent that it is
exempt from making such pay-
ments t0 the Commonwealth,
shall pay an equivalent amount
1o the Treasurer for payment
into the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

{4) Notwithsianding any
exemption that may otherwise
exist, the Siate Government
Insurance Office shall be liable
for and shall pay all local auth-
ority rates and charges and all
land tax, metropolitan region
improvement tax, water rates,
payroll tax, stamp duties, and
alt other taxes, fees and
charges of a kind imposed by
the Government, its
instrumentalities oF agencies
on other insurers trading in
Western Australia.

Clause 7, page 4, after line 29—Insert
the following—

Committee 7C. A Commitiee of Parlia-

S ia up MeENL, comprising one member

Jo ensure nominated by the Premier, one

Al compe- .

ition. member nominated by the
Leader of the Opposition and
one member nominated by the
Leader of the National
Country Party, shall be set up
and shall be charged with the
responsibility of supervising
the competitive nature of the
State Government Insurance
Office’s continuing operations
and activities S0 as to ensure
that the State Government
Insurance Office does not re-
ceive any improper or unfair
advantage or preference over
its competitors in the insurance
industry. The Committee shall
be afforded all proper facilities
and opportunities to obtain rel-
evanl information in order to
carry out its duties and to re-
port to Parliament not less
than once every twelve months.

No. 7.

Clause 7, page 4. line 29—Insert the
following new section—

Life Insurance Fund constituted
under this Act, the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office shall comply
with alt solvency and minimum
valuation basis requirements im-
posed by an Act of the Common-
wealth Parliament on any person or
body carrying on the business of
insurance in Australia.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | move—

That amendments Nos. 1 to 5 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’'s amend-
ments agreed to.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | move—

That amendment No. 6 made by the
Council be not agreed to.

Mr O’CONNOR: | would like the Premier to
outline the Government’s reasons for not agreeing
to this amendment, which is the one providing for
the establishment of a committee comprising one
member nominated by the Premier, one member
nominated by the Leader of the Opposition, and
one member nominated by the Leader of the
National Country Party, to supervise the competi-
tive nature of the SG10's continuing operation.
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This amendment was in line with an undertaking
given by the Premier that such a committee would
be established to watch the competitive nature of
the SGIO when in competition with private en-
terprise.

Mr BRVJAN BURKE: As discussed with the
Leader of the Opposition, it is not the Govern-
ment’s intention to resile from its undertaking,
but no undertaking was given that a committec
would be established and incorporated in the Bill.
The advice we have, although the Opposition may
not be aware of it or agree with it, is that the in-
corporation in the Bill of such a committee as
structured would make it far less authoritative
than it would be were the committee to be a
standing committee of the Parliament. The
Government does not intend to resile from its
undertaking, and it will be moving for the estab-
lishment of a commitiee comprising the Premier
or his nomince, the Leader of the Opposition or
his nomince, and the Leader of the National
Country Party or his nomince. We will ensure
that the appropriate motion will include the lacili-
ties and the assistance required by the commitiee
to do the job. But the undertaking was not given
that provision 1o establish a committee would be
incorporated in this legislation.

Firstly, that would be a rather sirange way to
handle the matter. Secondly, 1 am led to believe
that the advice received by the Attorney General
is that significant doubt exists about the ability of
the commitlce to operate in that fashion, es-
pecially as it would appear to lack the authority
of a standing committee of the Parliament.

So, we will be moving to establish the com-
mittee | have outlined. It is simply nol acceptable
to the Government that it be writien into the
legislation.

Mr O'CONNOR: We would prefer 1o see the
establishment of the commitice writlen into the
legislation. While the Premicr says it would have
less authority, it would still have a degree of
standing. We have no details of the committee the
Premicr has outlined.

Mr Brian Burke: The details will be given in
the reasons we frame when the Chamber is sus-
pended. We then meet as a Commitiee of
Reasons.

Mr O’CONNOR: In the meantime, the Bill
would go through this Committee and we would
have no chance 10 indicate our concern. The Op-
position would prefer to see the Council’'s amend-
ment accepted. If we agree to the Premier’s
suggestion, we are in some way agrecing Lo give
him an open cheque. We would prefer just Lo ac-
ccpt the amendment.
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: Just so that members
know what is involved, 1 would be proposing that
we advance from this Chamber, as part of our
reasons for not accepting the amendment, the fol-
lowing proposition—

That the Legislative Assembly advises that
a motion will be moved by the Hon. the
Premier for a standing committee of Parlia-
ment, comprising one member nominated by
the Premier, one member nominated by the
Leader of the Opposition, and one member
nominated by the Leader of the National
Country Party (o monitor the competitive
nature of the State Government Insurance
Office’s conlinuing operations and activities
so as 1o ensure that the State Government
Insurance Office does not receive any
improper or unfair advantage or preference
over its compelitors in the insurance indus-
try. The motion establishing the Committee
will provide that the Committée shall be
afforded all  proper facilitiess and
opportunities to obiain relevant information
in order to carry out its duties, and that the
Committee shall report 1o Parliament not less
than once every {welve months.

Mr MacKinnon: When will you move that?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It depends an the Oppo-
sition, but it might not be before the end of the
session. It would be a matter of priority. 1t does
require some advice Lo be received and action by
the draftsman. If things go according to what
seems 1o be the agreed timetable, we have about
five sitting days left. All 1 can say is that we are
quite serious about this proposition; it is an under-
taking and will be moved as soon as we can do so.
We will not be rushed or bullied into moving it
immediately.

Really, it was an unprecedented concession by
the Government 1o agree 1o the establishment of
this sort of commitlee. We are agreeing to estab-
lish a standing committee that will be given every
possible facility. The previous Government would
never have agreed to this sort of proposition.

Mr Old: Is it your intention to sit every night
for the next five nights?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: 1 hope that will not be
necessary. With all due respect, we have provided
the Leader of the Opposition with a list of items
with which we would like to deal. But to illustrate
the problem, 1 point out that we were tald the
Lean Bill would be over in five or 10 minutes.
Howcver, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
has already spoken on it for half an hour and his
remarks are to continue today. | have since been
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told that ancther couple of members want to
speak to it.

Mr Old: You can't stifle debate.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not want to. | am
merely saying that these things happen, so it is
difficult sometimes to give a guarantec about the
way legislation will proceed in the Chamber.

Mr Cld: There is no way we will finish in five
sitting days.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | would not be surprised
if we go for another couple of weeks.

M Old: It is better to keep the staff alive than
to kill them off in five days.

Mr Hassell: How many Bills do you want to get
through? It is obvious it is not possible to get
through all the list.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: As | say, if the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is not capable personally
of abiding by what appear to be agreements, the
Government cannot be blamed for the time taken.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: If we give an indication
of the list of items we wani completed and we re-
ceive an indication of the likely time involved to
deal with those items, but that is not followed, it
becomes very difficult to guarantee a programme.

The Committee has been provided with detailed
information on the reasons for our opposing the
amendment.

Mr STEPHENS: | understand the feeling be-
hind this amendment and the need to ensure fair
competition exists. One thing 1 cannot understand
in the suggestion just put forward by the Premier
that he was quite prepared 10 move for a Standing
Commiltee comprising one member nominated by
the Premier, one by the Leader of the Opposition,
and one by the Leader of the National Country
Party, is that he has completely ignored the exist-
ence of the National Party.

Mr OQld: | might nomninate you, you never
know.

Mr STEPHENS: | do not know, by the mem-
ber's standards.

Mr Old: I is highly unlikely.

Mr Brian Burke: The undertaking was given in
- the Chamber when you were present. You have
had more consideration from this Government
than you ever received from the previous Govern-
ment, 5o it is simply nol good enough for you to
stand up like that.

Mr STEPHENS: | am not questioning the con-
sideration that has been given—I1 accept it has
been given—but | am making the point in this in-
stance that the Government is setling up a com-
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miltee, in effect, comprising two members of the
Liberal Party and completely ignoring the
National Party.

Mr Clarko: What do you mean by “in effect™?

Mr STEPHENS: | am sorry the Leader of the
National Country Party has seen fit to walk out
of the Chamber, Perhaps he was afraid of what 1
might say.

Mr O'Connor: He had a deputation arranged. 1
thought you at least would understand this.

Mr STEPHENS: I am not privy to his plans.

Mr O’Connor: Bul you are making allegations
without justification.

Mr STEPHENS: There was no justification for
his walking out. The Leader of the Opposition has
now explained the reason.

Mr Clarko: You can’t get away with making
snide remarks about him.

Mr STEPHENS: | am not making snide re-
marks; | am making factual statements.

Mr Clarke: You said it was the equivalent of
having two Liberal people on the commitiee and
that is like my saying the Government and two
Labor people.

Mr STEPHENS: No, because the honourable
member would be saying something which is com-
pletely incorrect whea 1 would be speaking very
close to the truth.

Mr Clarko: The only reason for you're being
close to the truth is because you are standing up.

Mr STEPHENS: Only yesterday a member of
the Liberal Party said there is not much good in
dealing with the Country Party because it is only
the rural wing of the National Country Party.

Mr O'Connor: It has been said by the ALP that
your party is a wing of that.

Mr Clarko: It is as authoritative as what you
said a moment ago.

Mr STEPHENS: A very biased and ineffectual
group known as the Liberal Party was singularly
rejected by the people because they were aware
that the Liberal Party was not in touch with re-
ality.

Mr Clarko: You haven't lost touch with reality
because you have never been in touch with iL.

Mr STEPHENS: If the Liberal Party had been
sufficiently bright to take notice of the National
Party, it could still be on the Treasury benches.
We arc hoping that our programme and co-oper-
ation and enlightened remarks—

Mr Clarko: You should wear a hat when you go
out in the sun; it has got to you.
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Mr STEPHENS: | have sufficient hair to cover
my head.

Mr Clarko: Again you are blind.

Mr STEPHENS:, Mr Chairman, they are
trying to digress me,

Mr Clarko: Or is it that you are short-sighted?

The CHAIRMAN: The member need have no
fear; | will not allow that to happen.

Mr STEPHENS: The Premier's proposed mo-
tion would be enhanced if he would only give con-
sideration to the National Party. Unity appears to
be close at hand.

Mr MacKinnon: Unity of whom?

Mr STEPHENS: Unity in the name of the
National Party; the so-called two rural parties,
look like coming Logether.

Mr MacKinnon: Is it?

Mr STEPHENS: The motion when moved
would achieve more if the Nationa! Party was
considered.

Mr Clarko: You should wear a hat.

Mr STEPHENS: I is worthy of consideration.
I ask the Premier to bear that in mind when he
addresses the motion before the Chamber.

Mr MacKINNON: Dealing with the matters
raised by the member for Stirling, | assure him
that the NCP is an active partner in our coalition;
it is not 2 mere Liberal Party stooge as he would
have people believe. | remind him 1hat the under-
taking given on 18 October was an undertaking
made by the Premier, not an undertaking of the
Liberal Party of this House or of the National
Country Party.

The only point | wanted to make in relation to
the Premier’s commitment is not to be ungrateful
or ungracious about his making that undertaking,
but it seems to me that it is a very simple thing, if
the Government is sincere in making those prom-
ises and in wanling to undertake it, to draft that
motion very quickly. 1 have speni a lot of time
over the last few days reading through the
Financial Institutions Duties Bill and 1 also spent
a lot of time last night reading through the West-
ern Australian Development Corporatior Bill. If
the Government has had all of those pieces of
major legislation drafted, hastily, 1 might add, in
the last few weeks, it seems to me that it would be
a very casy exercise [or the Government to draft 2
motion appointing the committee within the next
few days and presenting it to the Parliament next
week so that a parliamentary commitlee is
already in place and under way and we will know
how it will work if and when this Bill is pro-
claimed.
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The only things | can think of, if the Govern-
ment is not prepared to proceed within the next
two weeks—if that is as long as Parliament
sits—and it does nol want to make that undertak-
ing and proceed with that measure or with the
SGIO Bill, it is, in fact, opening up the SGIO to
too much competition.

My second point, and probably the more likely
of the two, is that until recently—and probably
even now—the Premier is considering an early
election next year. If that is the case, he does not
want to have a parliamentary committee hanging
around his neck after that election with which he
might have 1o live if he happened—and 1 do not
think he will or would-—to win that election.

Mr Bertram: Why wouldn’t he win it?

Mr MacKINNON: Unless there is some ul-
terior motive, the Premier should live up to the
undertaking he gave on 18 October and which he
has repeated today to proceed with the appoint-
ment of that committee of the Parliament this
session. If he is prepared to give that commit-
ment, I for one, will go along with what he pro-
poses to do. If he is not prepared to make that
commiiment I certainly will not support his move
to reject this amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I move—

That amendment No. 7 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Report, etc.

Resolutions reporied and the report adopted.

A committee consisting of Mr O'Connor
{Leader of the Opposition), Mr Bertram, and Mr
Brian Burke (Premier) drew up the following
reasons for not agreeing 1o amendment No. 6
made by the Council—

The Legislative Assembly is unable to
agree with the amendment because it believes
a standing committee of the Parliament is a
more appropriate method of supervising the
competitive nature of the State Government
Insurance Office’s continuing operations and
activities.

The Legislative Assembly advises that a
motion will be moved by the Hon. Premier
for a standing committee of Parliament,
comprising one member nominated by the
Premier, onc member nominated by the
Leader of the Opposition, and one member
nominated by the Leader of the National
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Country Party 10 monitor the competitive
nature of the State Governmem Insurance
Office’s continuing operations and activities
so as 1o ensure that the State Government
Insurance Office does not receive any
improper or unfair advantage or preference
over its compelitors in the insurance indus-
try. The motion establishing the Committee
will provide that the Committee shall be
afforded all  proper facilities and
opportunities to obtain relevant information
in order to carry out its duties, and that the
Committee shall report to Parliament not less
than once every twelve months.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga—Premier) [4.04
p.m.]): | move—

That the reasons be adopted.

MR O'CONNOR (M1. Lawley—Leader of the
Opposition) [4.05 p.m.]: [ indicated that the Op-
position would prefer the amendment moved by
the Legislative Council. However, the amendment
moved by the Premier is second best, and if the
Legislative Council agrees to it, then we on this
side of the House request the Premier that he en-
deavours 10 make sure that this matter comes
back 1o the Parliameni as soon as possible, and if
possible this session.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga—Premier) {4.06
p-m.]: [ thank the Leader of the Opposition for
his qualified support and | assure members that
we do not have any intention of failing to proceed
with the establishment of this committee.

| note the comments of the member for Stirling
and will consider that proposition when the mat-
ter of the committee is attended to. 1 will make
inquiries and discuss with the Leader of the
House the possibility of the motion to establish
the committee being moved in the present session.
If it is not moved in the present session, that will
not in any way denole our unwillingness to estab-
lish the committee.

| simply restate that it is an unprecedented con-
cession of any Government 10 permit the forma-
tion of a committee such as this on which are rep-
resented a majority of Opposition members and
which is charged with the responsibility of
guarding against a matter which was raised by
the Opposition during debate. | feel that the
Government has gone forward to the Opposition
in its proposition that the SGIOQ should be
guaranteed to be a competitive creature.

We have gone as far as we have because we
hope 10 extend the terms and the conditions of the
operation of the SGIO.

Question put and passed; reasons adopted and a
message accordingly returned to the Council.
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STAMP AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Second Reading

Debate resurned from 17 November.

MR O’CONNOR (M1. Lawley—Leader of the
Opposition) [4.07 p.m.]: It would be rather
strange if the Opposition opposed this Bill be-
cause its intention is to reduce taxation in ceriain
areas. The Bill is designed to remove sitamp duty
in connection with credit businesses, instalment
purchases, and for matters in connection with
promissory notes. It provides also for duty on life
insurance policies which are issued outside West-
ern Australia. | cannot see this as a problem be-
cause most people would take out their insurance
within Western Australia.

The moves of the Governmeni 1o take away
duty in certain areas fall in line with the action in
New South Wales. However, there is one vari-
ation in that New South Wales has dropped the
duty on cheques. That is an action with which 1
would agree for this State because the FID tax
imposes a further tax om people’s bank
transactions. 1 will not say very much about that
matter now because we will receive some benefits
with the removal of stamp duty as proposed in
this Bill.

We now have the situation where il people are
paying money into a bank account, they must pay
a tax on that transaction. With the State tax and
the Federal tax, three collections of tax are made
on every transaction with a bank, building society,
or credil society,

1 hope the Treasurer will give further consider-
ation, at a later stage, and certainly belore the
introduction of the next Budget, to adopting the
New South Wales Government’s action of lower-
ing the FID tax 10 3¢ per $100 transaction instead
of the 5¢ which will apply in this State.

A high rate of taxation is being imposed on the
community and we have to look at some
centralisation of these taxes so that people are
aware of what they are paying in total. I believe it
would be sufficient to pay one tax when making a
transaction with a bank, building socicty, or credit
union. To pay a tax three times is fairly cumber-
some, and there is no doubl that the rate of the
tax will increase in the future,

The Opposition would be looking at ways of
getting a tax which has a more centralised oper-
ation, although that is not a good word to use in
many ways.

Mr Brian Burke: It is all right il it is
centralised in Perth.

Mr O’'CONNOR: Yes, not in Canberra; | was
not thinking that way at all. People have 1o send
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out cheques to pay local rates and other bills and
those cheques atiract a duty; if they pay money
into a building society, a duty is imposed. We are
spreading our wings so far that we are making it
difficult for many people.

This Bill is acceptable to the Opposition. The
removal of duty on high interest loans is one for
which many people have pressed for a long time.
The duty of 1.8 per cent is very high, and as the
Treasurer pointed oul, it imposes a further burden
on individuals who can least afford to pay it. On a
loan of $5 000 the duty is $90, and on a loan of
$10000, the duty is $180. Interest charges are
high, usually 20 per cent in this area, so they im-
pose a burden on the individual, and we concur
with its removal.

MR COURT (Nedlands) [4.12 p.m.]: The
stamp duties being repealed in this Bill cover two
arcas. The first is the duty on discount securities
which brought in $1.3 million, and the second is
the duty in respect of credit business, instalment
purchase agreements, and the issuing of discount
bills of exchange.

I was hoping to have the answers to questions |
put on notice in connection with the amount of
duty which will be saved by abolishing these
duties. The declared interest rate is currently
17.75 per cent, and interest rates have dropped
quite a bit, so very few loans currently would be
above that figure, 1 would be interested to know
what income the Treasurer was going to collect in
the six months from 30 June to 31 December, |
tried to get the answers in the Budgel debate, and
I hope | will get them today, because 1 want to
see what is left in the Budget item under credit
facilities.

Mr Brian Burke: Is that question on the Notice
Paper today?

Mr COURT: There arc four questions on pages
10 and 11, numbers 2230 10 2233.

Mr Brian Burke: | presume the answers are up;
I will try to get them now.

Mr COURT: In his second reading speech, the
Treasurer made clear the reason that it was desir-
able to get rid of stamp duly on discount securi-
ties, but [ believe he missed a good opportunity to
introduce some incentives.

Mr Brian Burke: Can | answer your questions
now? You asked whether | had made a formal re-
quest to other Treasurers; the answer is “yes”. In
answer to the second question, the declared rate
of interest is 17,75 per cent. In answer o the
question about discounting of bills of exchange
and promissory noles, no scparate statistics are
maintained Lo provide that information.
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Mr COURT: That is the reason | want to know
how much duty will be saved in that particular
area. The Treasurer has said the stamp duly on
discount securities brought in $1.3 million.

Mr Brian Burke: The Estimates showed the fig-
ures for the duty we are expecting to collect. The
breakdown you are secking is not the subject of
separale statistics.

Mr COURT: It is not available?

Mr Brian Burke: That is the first | have seen of
the answer.

Mr COURT: Does the Treasurer follow the
point 1 am making on the 17.75 per cent interest
rate?

Mr Brian Burke: Yes [ do.

Mr COURT: | should have thought that be-
cause interest rates have come down, the Treasury
would be collecting very little from that duty for
the six months to 31 December. The Treasurer
outlined in his second reading speech the advan-
tage of getting rid of stamp duty on discount se-
curities, and | agree with that action. 1 belicve,
however, the Treasurer should have taken the in-
itiative to provide incentives for money market ac-
tivity in this State as the Premier of Queensland
is doing. He has not fallen for the higher taxation
option by introducing a financial institutions duty.
He has gone the other way and cut stamp duty on
stock exchange transactions; he is providing in-
centives for people to carry on business in
Qucensland. | am told the turnover on the
Queensland Stock Exchange is now similar to that
of Victoria; that is quite a remarkable turnabout.

It is relevant also, as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition said, to ask the reason that stamp duty on
cheques has not been cut out. The Treasurer said
he wanted a replacement tax for missing out on
stamp duty on discount securitics and the other
stamp duty that is being cut out, but he is raising
an extra $20 million in a full year. Why has he
not taken advantage of this situation to cut out
stamp duty on cheques? As he knows, it is just
another tax that is imposed on the many different
stages of transactions in the money process.

I believe the Treasurcr has missed a good op-
portunity to start providing incentives to attract
financial money market activity to this State. I do
not think the Treasurer really sees the finance in-
dustry as one of those service industries which can
be a large employer of people.

Most of the comments 1 want to make will be
brought up in the debate on the financial
institutions duty because this Bill is complemen-
tary 10 that legislation, and | will leave my further
remarks unti] then,
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MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga—Treasurer) [4.18
p.m.]: | thank the Opposition for its support of
this legislation—qualified support in the case of
the second speaker.

Stamp duty on cheques is nol the subject of
uniform action across the States which have im-
posed the financial institutions duty, and while
New South Wales has seen fit 10 withdraw stamp
duty, other States have not.

Mr O’Connor: You may not be able to answer
this; have you any idea what the stamp duty
would bring into the State annually?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No I do not, offhand.

The member for Nedlands referred to the need
to provide incentives to get the money market
business going; I am informed by Treasury that
despite the financial institutions duty being in
place in New South Wales and Victoria, no
significant drift of business to Queensland has oc-
curred. 1 am informed that the nature of the tax
more ot less guarantees no incentive is involved to
encourage people to transfer their operations or
business activity to Queensland in an effort to
evade the tax.

Mr Court: That is not right you know.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I can only say that is the
situation as [ am advised by the Treasury, which
has been monitoring it fairly closely.

Mr Court: That is in connection with New
South Wales because it has a territorial provision.
That is not the case with Victoria or in the legis-
lation you have introduced.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: 1 can only repeat: The
advice the Treasury provides me with is scparate
and different from the advice the member for
Nedlands profers, and the member for Nedlands
will not look askance at me if | decide to accept
the Treasury’s advice in this matter. We will be
monitoring the operation of the (financial
institutions duty very closely. Most of the things
said today rest more properly with debate on that
Bill. We will be prepared to make changes which
are soon to be necessary as the Bill is transformed
into law. If it does become desirable for a change
10 be made, a change will be made. For the pres-
ent, we intend to abolish stamp duties referred to
in this legislation and retain that duty which is
presently imposed on cheques.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, eic.

Bill passcd through Committee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.
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Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Brian
Burke (Treasurer), and transmitted to the Coun-
cil.

LLOAN BILL
Second Reading

Decbate resumed from 22 November.

MR HASSELL (Cotiesloe—Deputy Leader of
the Opposition) [4.24 p.m.]): 1 was addressing
the House yesterday in relation to the direction
which the Government is taking in the matter of
development and its involvement in industry, 1
was seeking Lo point out my interpretation of the
Government's deliberate policy of seeking to
isolate and reduce in the public mind the
significance of the developmental policies fol-
lowed by successive Liberal and National Country
Party Governments in years gone by, beginning in
the 1950s with the establishment of the Kwinana
refinery which provided the bases and the starting
point of our modern phasc of development. As 1
said, without repeating the whole of it, 1 point out
that it seems to me that the Government has
sought to isolate that period and to reduce its
significance in the public mind by criticising it,
often inaccurately, for the purpose of dis-
tinguishing itself and its policies from what has
occurred in the past and for the purpose of cre-
ating an image of a new cra of development with
different policies which the Government claims
will be more beneficial to the State than those
which have been pursued in the past.

I then went on to say that the pattern is now
emerging as 1o the way in which this Government
will operate. 1 said that the Government has pro-
duced a package of measures, decisions, and ac-
tions which have indicated that policy direction. |
mentioned them briefly.

The extension of the franchise of the State
Government Insurance Office is the first example
of the Government’s determination 1o involve the
Government sector in private industry. There was
no call from the public for an extension of that
franchise. There was no need for it to occur, and
it was simply a wish on the part of the
Government to pursue a policy objective which
the Labor Party has had for many years.

The Premier did state in introducing that legis-
lation that it partly related to the gathering
together and consolidation of capital for use in
capital works and other projects in this State. |
think there is some truth in that argument, but |
do not think it is a justification for the Govern-
ment's decision to go ahead with that Bill.
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The WA Tourism Commission Bill which we
debated the other night is my second example.
The provisions of that Bill allow the Government
through the tourism commission to become di-
rectly involved in tourist ventures, not only as a
partner of private enterprise, but also as an in-
itiator and as a sole owner. Those examples them-
selves show how far the Government intends to go
with its policies of intervention in the private sec-
tor. No industry is more youthful, more vibrant,
and more progressive than the tourist industry,
and there is no need or justification for making
provision for direct Government entrepreneurial
activities.

Thirdly, investment in the Argyle project has
been debated extensively in the House. That may
or may not prove to be a good investment,
Whether it is proved to be a good or poor
investment, it serves as a stariling example of this
Government's sharp change of direction and its
willingness to take a considerable risk with the
taxpayers’ money in respect of what | regard as a
socialist objective.

The fourth example arises from the Govern-
ment’s desire 10 become a partner in the operation
of a third commercial television channet in Perth,
should a licence for such an operation be granied.
Surely there is no need or justification for that.
Once again we see in this example an apparent
willingness——| say apparent because I do not
think it has been confirmed officially at this
stage—on the part of the Government 1o invest
the taxpayers’ funds in a venture which will re-
quire no public money to enable it 1o proceed or
to succeed.

The Government’s investment in a technologi-
cal development company provides the fifth
example. Thal investment may be one which is
capable ol justification in terms of the need to
promote that kind of development, but we are yet
to debate the issue. Until it has been properly
examined, | sec il as parl of the whole aura of
activities of the Government which indicate its
philosophy and approach in this area.

Therc is also the establishment of a develop-
ment corporation. Yesterday the Bill dealing with
that corporation was revealed to us and we saw
the very wide powers and objectives inctuded in it.
In the development corporation we see the sixth
example of a Government determined and pre-
pared to involve itself deeply and directly in
business activitics which have hitherto been re-
garded as being part of the essential domain of
the private sector.

There are a couple of other examples which in-
dicate thc Government’s philosephy: They are,
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firstly, its desire 10 teplace private school cleaning
contractors with day labour people, indicating its
wish to become directly involved in what can,
should, and has been carried out by the private
sector; and, secondly, the attitude of the Minister
for Education, representing the Government, to
school bus contracts, the desire of that Minister 10
climinate from those contracts any element of
goodwill, and his assertion that goodwill has no
place in that system.

All those eight examples show the pattern and
shape of the Government’s approach to these
issues. They show that the Government is indeed
imposing, promoting, and puiting into place a
whole new direction of development in this State.
1 suggest that in time 1o come the Government
will not find that that approach is the key to
golden success which it hopes for and which the
Treasurer sugpests it will be.

As | indicated yesterday, | believe the pro-
gramme of involving the Government in direct
participation in a percentage of each resource de-
velopment will lead 1o corruption of the
system—the system to which we have become ac-
customed over many years and under which the
Government, as an impartial promoter of develop-
ment of the State, lays down the rules and sets the
guidelines, but does not become a player in the
game.

The universal reaction which | have received
around this town to the Government’s new poli-
cies of intervention has been for people to say to
me, “How can the Government keep the ring
honest if it is a player of the game?” That will
emerge in time as one of the problems the
Government has to face up to in embarking on
this 1ype of action and approach. Unfortunately,
in doing so, it will do damage to the well-estab-
lished good name of Western Australia and with
successive developments we will see a scrambling
and scrabbling on the part of privale people 1o
make attractive offers to the Government so that
they can receive Government backing for their
projects, direct help in some cases, and a ready
acceptance of agreements and legislative
endorsement in othcr cases.

The Government has sought to justify this new
approach on a number of grounds and it is
interesting to analyse these grounds in the state-
ments made by the Treasurer. 1 refer to what he
said in the Budget speech as follows—

... the Stales could adopt a more apgressive
position by  undertaking a  greater
enirepreneurial role Lo secure their economic
and financial independence.
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I wonder how much investment the Treasurer be-
lieves will be required for Western Australia to
secure its economic and financial independence.

The Treasurer regards this option as rep-
resenting “the untapped radiance of our future
development and growth through economic and
financial independence”. Economic and financial
independence will not be achieved.

At page 5 of the Budget speech the Treasurer
said—

The new dimension of the State Govern-
ment’s strategy provided for in this Budget is
the first important step towards the
entrepreneurial role necessary to secure
greater economic and financial independence
for Western Australia.

That is not likely to occur as a result of the
measures the Government has taken.

More interestingly, the Treasurer has also
sought to justify the Government’s direct
involvement in business and resource development
in the course of a specech he made which was
titled, “Federalism after the Franklin™ and which
he addressed 1o the Australian Institute of Politi-
cal Science in Sydney on 1 October. There the
Treasurer characterised the new policy as a
“response to the decision in the Franklin dam case
in the High Court”. He also made similar re-
marks in this House and in the course of the
Budget speech from which | have quoted already.

In his speech titied “Federalism after the
Franklin” the Treasurer said—

The alternative strategy for the emerging
resource based states is, of course, to adopt a
mare entreprencurial role on the part of the
State itself.

On page 14 of that speech he said—

State Governments may themselves also
see an entrepreneurial role as a means of di-
versifying their revenue base, and protecting
economic surpluses from transfer to a central
authority.

None of those objectives will be achieved by the
Treasurer’s policies. It is of interest to note that
the Treasurer has repeatedly referred to the
Franklin dam decision as being a motivator for
what he has proposed and is now doing. The
Treasurer has referred to the dangers inherent in
the Franklin dam decision, and yct on 24 June, a
statement was issued saying that the Government
would not intervene to support this State against
the Commonwealth in the Franklin dam decision.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [4.37 p.m.): I do
not wish to give the impression 1 am trying to
compete with Blue Hills, but the matters 1 shall
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deal with have lasted almost as long as that serial.
I refer 1o the saga of Star Swamp, a matter which
1s very dear 1o my heart.

In 1975, as 1 have done for many years, 1 at-
tended a meeting of the Trigg, North Beach, and
Waterman community association. At that meet-
ing | raised a number of problems relating to Stas
Swamp. Having been a councillor for that area
since 1969, on many occasions 1 had arranged
with an officer of the City of Stirling to remove
rubbish which was being dropped on that site. On
several occasions | also arranged for dirt which
had been placed there to be levelled. Presumably
that dirt was put there by people who were build-
ing swimming pools. Over time, as a result of the
levelling of this section of ground which is adjac-
ent to Hope Street, grass grew through the lev-
elled area and it developed into what looked like a
small park.

I put it to the community association that it
would be highly desirable to establish a perma-
nent flora and fauna reserve there. As a picce of
land that belonged to the City of Stirling formed
part of the water area of Star Swamp, and as the
balance of the land came within a large holding
owned by the State Housing Commission, I ad-
vised the committee to write to the Hon. Peter
Jones who was then the Minister for Conservation
and the Environmenl and also the Minister in
charge of the SHC, and request that some of this
land be set aside for a flora and fauna reserve.

In fact, the secretary of that association came
to my home and 1 helped him in the drafting of
the letier which went to Mr Jones. Also, 1 took up
the matter with Mr Jones myscif both by dis-
cussions in this building and by letter, strongly
urging him to agree to giving up the water area
part of Star Swamp. He indicated 10 me he would
agree to that, and subsequently I received a letter
from him in answer to my letter in which he indi-
cated that the State Housing Commission was
prepared to give up, not 2.5 hectares as 1 had re-
quested, but four hectares on the condition that
the area be treated as part of its public open space
contribution.

I am sure most people in this place know that
land developers—whether a Government depart-
ment or otherwise—need to give up 10 per cent of
their holdings for public open space. 1 indicated
my total dissatisfaction with the offer. I said it
was no offer at all; there was no way the SHC
would ever be able to build houses in that area,
and a private developer would never be allowed to
give away such land in lieu of public open space.
As a result the Minister went back to his officers
and a letter was received saying that the SHC
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would pive the four hectares unencumbered or re-
stricted in any way.

At about the same time 1 wrote to the City of
Stirling to urge it 10 make available the two hec-
tares of land it had in the vicinity. By the begin-
ning of 1976 we had available for the creation of
the Star Swamp reserve an area ol approximately
6.2 hectares. Over the years, both then and
earlier, [ had taken other actions to protect this
area. Earlier 1 had opposed attempts 1o upgrade
the zoning of the SHC land to include flats.

I was successful in that action, and later |
played a major part in drawing the community’s
attention to the RDC development proposed for
the area. It was a form of development by a pri-
vate company on behalf of the SHC, and it was to
be called, if [ recall correctly, Beachwalk. 1|
understand it was to have a mixture of high den-
sity levels of accommodation instead of cen-
forming to the zoning that then applied, which
meant that roughly three times the number of
people originally zoned for would have been able
to live on this land.

Mr Peter Jones: 1t was medium to high density.

Mr CLARKO: It was a mixiure of densities. 1
applaud the member for Narrogin for his contri-
butions in those early days of 1975 and 1976.
Without his help the establishment of the reserve
would not have got off the ground. If he remem-
bers, 1 did pester him a little bit in order for that
to come about.

In regard to Beachwalk, 1 went to a local
printer and paid out of my own money for a leal-
let to be prepared to point oul what was about to
go before the City of Stirling Council. I distrib-
uted the leaflets with my young daughters and a
few ather people through the area of North Beach
and Watermans. The public meeting was success-
ful in persuading the council not to proceed with
the rezoning, and from that time on the com-
munity association and especially its Star Swamp
commitlee, put forward strongly that the land
needed to be sel aside was the land between Hope
Street, Beach Road, Marmion Avenue and North
Beach Road, an arca of about 92 hectares. | indi-
cated at that time to the people involved at their
regular meetings and also to the public generally
that | would continue to press, as | had from the
beginning, for more and more land to be set aside
for a Star Swamp reserve.

Between 1976, when that first 6.2 hectares was
set aside, and |11 February 1980, when Cabinet
agreed to 33.2 hectares being sct aside, we had
gained a significant area in the size of the poten-
tial flora and fauna reserve. As anyone can tell, it
was an increase from six hectares to 33 heclares.

[ASSEMBLY]

On 14 August 1980 1 wrote to the Hon. Gordon
Masters, thc then Minister for Conservation and
the Environment seeking the setting aside of 45.8
hectares. As a result of my initiatives and
interactions with people in the MRPA, 11.8 hec-
tares—which we generally termed regional open
space but more correctly was named the Charles
Riley memorial oval—was set aside.

The naming of that oval was again a planning
mistake. The Charles Riley oval was quite some
distance from the area in question. If anyone is
interested I will give some of the history of North
Beach by telling members a story.

Years ago when the people of the area decided
they wanted a local sporting oval, they were told
the council did not have the money for it. They
were told they could have the little section near to
which | have referred and which is just to the
north of the North Beach Primary School. The
local people went to that area Sunday after
Sunday cutting down trees and levelling the
ground. 1 understand that every Sunday morning
they had a five gallon keg 10 drink at the end of
their labours. However, after many months of
labour they were told they were on the wrong site
and had to start again.

To return to my point, the land those people
originally worked on was adjacent to the area set
aside for the future Star Swamp flora and fauna
reserve. By 1980, 1 was being criticised by certain
people in the Star Swamp committee that 1
should be arguing for and supporting only the set-
ting aside of the whole area. 1 think some people
wanted me 10 commit mysell to the sctting aside
of all that land. Some of them were active mem-
bers of the local branch of the Labor Party who
thought they would be able to say | had failed if 1
did not achieve that goal.

As a result of that sort of Labor Party election-
cering it was in carly 1980, just before the State
election, that Ron Davies, the then Leader of the
Labor Party Opposition was brought out to Star
Swamp. He made an unqualified commitment to
the local newspaper that if Labor were elected at
that carly 1980 election, all of the land, the 92
hectares, would be set aside.

Al that time—I cannot recall exactly whether
it was the end of January or the first week in
February—1 1ook a deputation to meet Mr Ray
O’Connor, the then Deputy Premier and the Min-
ister for Conservation and the Environment, to
discuss this question of Star Swamp. I fought and
struggled for the expansion of the area of the
future reserve. At a meeting of members of the
community association, it was put forward that
we needed a scientist to evaluate the claims made
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by the association and it was agreed that Pro-
fessor Main would be an eminently suitable per-
son to undertake a study of this area. Sub-
sequently the Main report, to the great disap-
pointment of members of the associaton and 1o
my disappointment, came out arguing that there
was nol a conservation argument which would re-
quire the Government to set aside any more land.
So we had gone no further in resolving that basic
fundamenial issue as to whether all of the 90 hec-
tares or only part of it should be set aside for the
reserve.

The core of the argument was that there was a
fundamental disagreement between scientists in
the Department of Conservation and Environment
and elsewhere who advised the Government, and
the scientists who supported the association. The
difference was whether all or some of the area
should be sel aside.

As | indicated a few moments ago, on 14
August 1980 [ wrote to the Hon. Gordon Masters
pressing for an area of 45.8 hectares to be set
aside. As a comparison | indicate that the Cabinet
had previously agreed to the setting aside of 33.2
hectares. Last year | met with Mr lan Laurance,
the then Minister for Conservation and the En-
vironment, and Mr Richard Shalders, the then
Minister for Housing. 1 pressed the case for the
setting astde of about 45 hectares.

Mr Terry Burke: They refused.

Mr CLARKO: They did not refuse at ail.
Whenever | pressed for the setting aside of more
land for the Star Swamp reserve, my political op-
ponents and some others in North Beach who
have a genuine non-political view of the matter,
said to me, in effect, *Not more, but all™.

Like clockwork, just before the 1983 election, a
public meecting was arranged for 6 February,
which, in my opinion, was nothing more than a
stunt 1o promote Lhe local Labor candidates and
an attempt to put me on the hook. The meeting
was deliberately arranged and the speakers were
put in a particular order. The first guestion was,
“Will your partly agree to the setting aside of the
90 hectares of land near Star Swamp?” The First
person 1o be asked thal question was the Hon.
Graham Edwards and he was able to say, as was
my political opponent, Grenville Pitts, that he had
a statement from Brian Burke which had already
been released to the Press—it was published in
the Stirling Times two days later on Tuesday, 8
February—to the effect that people who thought
that Star Swamp could be saved by setting aside
only a part of it did not understand its ecosystem.
The Labor Party would save the total area. That
is what the Hon. Graham Edwards said; that is
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what Grenville Pitts said; and that is what was
contained in a Press release by the present Prem-
ier of Western Australia.

Mr Thompson: That is what the Government
has done, isn’t it?

Mr CLARKO: No, it certainly has not done
that. In addition, during the following few days, a
political pamphlet was published. 1t was headed,
“Star Swamp and what Labor would do”. It was
an explicit statement that Labor would set aside
the total area.

Mr Thompson: All of it. Who said that?

Mr CLARKO: It is authorised by a man called
Brian Burke.

Mr Thompson: Is he the home building man?

Mr CLARKO: No, he is not Brian Burke the
home building man; he is the present Premier of
Woestern Australia and he said that Labor would
set aside the total area and that the local Liberal
spokesman {Mr Clarko} was not able to make
that commitment.

Mr Williams: You would have to be used to
those sorts of people now, wouldn’t you?

Mr CLARKO: 1 particularly stress that the
Hon. Graham Edwards, in the Charles Riley hall
at North Beach, assured everyone that Labor
would save the wholc area. Furthermore, the Hon.
Graham Edwards said that it would be done by
February 1984.

The Labor Premier, the Labor Government,
and the Hon. Graham Edwards must also share
the blame for this dreadful and disgraceful broken
promise.

What happened last week was that the Labor
Cabinet announced it would make available at
some unknown date—not February 1984—an
area which is only half the total area. It is about
47 hectares out of the 92 hectares. The Labor
Party has spent about five years lying to the
people of North Beach and Waterman by saying
to them that they would make available the whole
area.

That was said by Ron Davies before the 1980
election and it was said by the present Premier
just before the last clection and the Labor Party
has disgracefully, dishonesily, and in a most de-
ceptive way cheated and misled the people.
Having argued always that it would make
available all the land and that anyone who was in
favour of only part of it being made available was
not able to understand the matter, the Govern-
menl has made available only half of the area.
What charlatans—another broken promise!
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In a sense it is anly a small matter and it af-
fects, | guess, only the people who live in my area
and also certain conservationists.

Mr Tonkin: Why didn’t you do something
about it?

Mr CLARKO: These people have been
cheated. 1 have done a great deal about it.

Several members interjecied.

Mr Tonkin: You were a Minister and did
nothing about it. You sat on you big fat bottom
and did nothing.

Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: The Labor Party said it would
do something by February 1984 and it has done
nothing 10 date. The Labor Party promised to set
aside the whole area—

Mrs Beggs: That is an absolute lie.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr CLARKO: T have the pamphlets and the
newspapers and | would be happy to send them to
the lady who interjected and give her the precise
statement from the Premier who said, “l will
make available the whole of the land™.

Mr Tonkin: You should refer to her as “the
member”, and nat “the lady”.

Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: The Premier said he would
make available the whole area. Do not wriggle on
the wind.

Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: | am the person who has been
gelting the area increased year by year and mem-
bers opposite are gross hypocrites.

Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: If members opposite are saying
that 47 heclares will be made available now, and
that the Premier has in mind to make all of the
area available, [ would welcome his saying it and
so would the people of North Beach and Water-
man who have been cheated and misled. They
would love the Premier 1o come out and honour
his promise—a promise which was that ali the
arca would be set aside.

Perhaps members opposile have betler advice
than 1. If members opposile are saying that the
Government is in the process of moving from 47
hectares 10 90 hectares over a period of time,
please tell me the time, whether it be one year,
three years, or six years. It would be marvellous
news for the people of North Beach and Water-
man.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr 1. F. Taylor: Don't you think your constitu-
ents will stop and look and say when they rcad
your speech, “That Clarko; what a hypocrite!”?

Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: | do not know whether mem-
bers opposite have seen Star Swamp. However,
they can make any political interjections they like
because it does not matter 1o them in any way at
all. If they want me to send to them copies of the
evidence and the Press statement of this Premier
wherein he said that anybody who claims he can
save it by making only part of it available does
not understand the ecosystem and that the Labor
Party would make the whole arca available, I will
do so. [ wilt send them the pamphlet which is
authorised by Brian Burke and they can decide
upon the truth.

This particular issue will not go away. It will
come back to haunt this Government. As | have
said, in some ways it is only a small issue, but it is
a very big issue to the people in North Beach.

Mr Tonkin: You thought it was a small issue
and did nothing about it.

Mr CLARKO: The Leader of the House is part
of the charlatan Cabinet and all he has is a large
voice and a very aggressive and rude manner. I
suggest that he sits and reflects on the fact that I
have the information, the newspapers have the in-
{formation, and—

Several members interjected.

Mr Tonkin: You had nine years and did
nothing.

Mr CLARKO: My Government never made a
promise that it would set aside all of Star Swamp.
It never made a promise that it would set aside
part of it. I achieved that.

Mr Tonkin: You achieved nothing.

Mr CLARKO: What members opposile—

Several members interjected.

Mr Tonkin interjected.

Mr CLARKO: The Minister should not scream
at me in his verbose, rude, and angry style.

The SPEAKER: 1 would suggest to the Leader
of the House that he ceases to interject and the
member for Karrinyup might address his remarks
to the Chair.

Mr I. F. Taylor: Mirror, mirror on the wall,
who is the most verbose of all?

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Kalgoorlie. On several occasions I have told mem-
bers in this House that if, when I stand on my feet
and call for order, a person interjects immediately

afterwards, | might have to get to the stage of
naming that member.
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Mr CLARKO: [ am not at all surprised that
members of the Government get angry because it
is a normal reaction when a person has been
caught out and found with his hand in the cookie
jar. That without question is what has happened.

I wilt remember what the member for Whitford
has said. In future, when 1 make my Press re-
leases 1 will say that perhaps the people in the
area should press the Government to make a
statement that in the near future it does intend to
honour its promise and not just give half of the
land which is a complete contradiction of the
years of political chicanery involved in this issue.

Mr Tonkin: You did nothing for nine years.
You are a bag of wind.

Mr CLARKO: | may be a bag of wind, but |
could equally argue that the Leader of the House
is also a bag of wind.

Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: All the Government has done is
to set aside an additional area which is less than
halfl of what has been agreed to.

Mr Tonkin: Nine years and you did nothing.

Mr CLARKOQ: The Leader of the House sits
there like some pompous fool and interjects when
the Speaker has just told him not to. He is sup-
posed to be the Leader of the House, but he is the
greatest piece of dross in this place.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr CLARKO: The Leader of the House spent
nine years on this side of the House being rude
and bellicose and he has moved 1o the other side
of the House with the same manners.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: 1t is quite clear that at each
election somebody pops up against me and a
meeting is arranged. This year it was Grenville
Pitis. He became the Sir Galahad of Star Swamp.
I wonder whether the man had even contemplated
Star Swamp before he was endorsed. 1 wonder
whether, in fact, he had been there. For a briefl
cauple of months, these Labor candidates become
interested in Star Swamp.

Similarly, three years earlier when Mr
McKenzie was my opponent, he appeared at a
meeting or two immediately before the election,
and afterwards was never secn again. This is the
situtation in my area and if the Hon. Graham
Edwards had not been elected, he would prabably
never have been seen again in the vicinity either.
However, he has been elected and he has the op-
portunity Lo continue to put forward this case. [
am sure he will press vigorously and firmly for the
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Government 1o honour its promise. | accept that
he was sincere in what he said on 6 February at
the Charles Riley hall.

Mr Peter Jones: He has been cheated, too.

Mr CLARKO: Yes, he has been let down. | as-
sume he will not let the Government alone; he will
keep at it. | will encourage him and applaud him
if he is successful. 1 will also applaud the member
for Whitford if she is able to assist. I am holding
my breath with regard to the Whitford nodes and
I look forward to thal promise being honoured.

Mrs Beggs interjected.

Mr CLARKO: Is the member saying that that
promise will not be honoured for a long time? I
expect the first step to be taken will be to claim
the land which the Government said was worth
$20 mitlion when, in fact, it is worth $12 million,
and can be acquired for $12 million. The Govern-
ment can then claim it has saved $8 million.

i look forward with keen interest, as do the
clectors of Whitford and Karrinyup, 10 the
Government’s honouring the promises made with
regard to the setting aside of nodes in the arcas of
Pinnaroo and Whitford. The Government is no
more interested in this problem than we were
when in Government, but, as managers of the
State’s finances, we found it was an expensive
project. The reason we did not go ahead was that
we had difficulty finding the necessary funds, I
look forward to the present Government’s being
able to find those funds.

1 refer to the practices adopted by this Govern-
ment in winning the 1983 election. The Govern-
ment went to Whitford and bribed the electors
with an offer 10 purchase the Whitford nodes.
However, nothing concrete has come forward as
yet, | am not saying that the Government should
have taken any action yet, but no doubt it looked
into this matter carefully before making the
promise to buy the nodes. If the Government has
not purchased the nodes before the nexit election, 1
will not be the only person to accuse it of breaking
promises.

This is similar to the way in which the Govern-
ment won the seat al Mundaring. Although
financial advice had been given to the previous
Government that there was no economtic
justification for setting up a distillery, Opposition
candidates—hell-bent on getting imo Govern-
ment—promised to make the money available.
That played a major part in the election of the
member for Mundaring,.

The situation with regard to the nodes at
Whitford may have helped the member in the
upper House to defeat Bob Pike. This is true of
Bunbury as well, where blatant payouts are used
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10 buy a couple of scats. However, 1 caution mem-
bers that two can play at that game.

Mr Bertram: What about the school for which
you could not pay?

Mr CLARKO: | do not know about that. How-
ever, | doubt whether any State in Australia has
school buildings which compare with ours. Even
in Canberra, which receives a disproportionate
amount of taxpayers’ funds, it is hard to equate
the building standards of schools with those in
Western Australia.

| hope some people will take notice of how
these promises have been broken. The issue will
not go away, it will remain. It will be interesting
1o see whether the Labor Party, having made this
half offer only, which is diametrically opposed to
what it previously said, does anything before the
1986 election.

I think that Government members are cowards
and that they will do nothing with the remaining
half. The odd comment may be made from time
to time that because the area has not been devel-
oped, it might be set aside. That is quite contrary
1o the previous promises. 1 do not believe develop-
ment will take place in that remaining half and
the Government will continue to play games.
Possibly before the next election, a triennial visit
will be made to the Karrinyup electorate and
Government members will come out with gross
falsities with regard to the lovely area of Star
Swamp.

Question pul and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga—Treasurer) [5.10
p-m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

MR MacKINNON {(Murdoch) {5.11 p.m.]: |
will make a cowple of comments briefly on the
third reading of this Bill because I was interested
to note thal the Treasurer madc no response to
the points raised by the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position—

Mr Brian Burke: Just settle down. That was be-
cause your leader told me there were two more
speakers, and they did not materialise.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr MacKINNON: | was one of them, but due
to a misunderstanding, | did not know who was
speaking.

Mr Brian Burke: A total collapse!

Mr MacKINNON: Had the Treasurer wanted
to, he could easily have responded on the third
reading. Obviously he did not intend to do so, and
that is the reason | have taken this opportunity to
make comments at this stage.

Yesterday the Treasurer made a statement in
response to questions 1 raised earlier this year in
the Parliament—in fact, in October—relating to
development contracts and resource development
projects. Members would be aware 1 first asked a
question on 13 October, and the response 1 re-
ceived at that time was as follows—

A ministerial statement will be made on
this matter in due course.

1 subsequently asked the same question on 10
November, and | received the same response. [t
was clear, as the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
indicated yesterday, that the Treasurer had a plan
afoot in relation to that question.

Yesterday, when the Treasurer made his state-
ment, he did so just prior to introducing the West-
ern Australian Development Corporation Bill. We
will deal with that legislation in due course; but it
will be shown to be one of the poorest pieces of
legislation that we have ever seen presented to this
House. We should ask why the Treasurer chose to
take so long to answer such a simple question.
The reason is clear; he chose 10 make that state-
ment yesterday, in answer 10 my question, be-
causc he was unsure and uncertain about the
Western Australian Development Corporation
Bill as a policy and whether it would receive ac-
ceptance in the community.

Because of his uncertainty, the Treasurer began
1o discredit the past performance of the coalition
parties when we were in Government. He tried to
ensure that the criticism will give him the basis on
which to justify his new strategy. I for one do not
believe that that strategy will be successful. 1 as-
sure the Treasurer that many successful people in
the community are grateful for the policies pur-
sued by our parties when in Government.

I remind the Treasurer who, because of his
youth, may be unaware of where we were in this
State in the 1950s before the development took
place, that we were termed the *Cinderella
Stale™; that we were a claimant State; that we
were energy deficient; that we were, by and large,
a rural-based community; and that we had a
population of approximately 600000 people.
What do we see today after 20 years of
almost unbroken conservative Government in the
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State? The policies of that Government were
denigrated by the Treasurer in his statement
yesterday. Now we see a State that provides 20
per cent of the nation's exports; that has an
energy surplus; that has opportunities unlimited;
that has a broadly-based economy which is be-
coming more so every day; that has a population
of 1.4 million and is the first State of any in Aus-
tralia 10 pass the population of another since Fed-
eration; that has world prominence in the export
of iron ore, alumina, and nickel; that now has gas
reserves almost unequalled anywhere in the world;
and that has provided the winner of the America’s
Cup after 132 years and challengers from all aver
the world.

Et could be said that Western Australia has one
of the most soundly-based economies in the world.
[ chose those last words—that Western Australia
has ane of the most soundly-based economies in
the world—from one of the Government’s own
publications, to which 1 referred last week. That is
a publication entitled, *“Perth, Western Aus-
tralia—-strategically located for high technelogy
industry™. As | indicated last week, that pamphlet
indicates that Western Australia has one of the
most soundly-based economies in the world. How-
ever, in the Treasurer’s previous statements and in
his statement to the Parliament yesterday, he had
the gall to indicate that we do not have a soundly-
based economy. Both he and the Deputy Premier
indicated that we have had unbalanced develop-
ment in the past [0 years or so, and that we face
significant problems in our community today as a
result. At the very same time, the Treasurer pro-
moted a pamphlet with the earlier statement in-
cluded in it; and in that pamphlet the Treasurer is
dead right. We do have one of the most soundly-
based economies in the world.

The Treasurer cannot have it both ways. He
cannot make one statement in a pamphlet and
then make a statement to the Parliament totally
contradicting the sentiments comtained in the
pamphlet.

| refer briefly to the points made by the
Treasurer yesterday. Firstly, he referred 1o the
Qil Refinery Industry (Anglo-Iranian  Qil
Company Limited) Act. Included in the
Treasurer’s comments was the following—

We obtained the refinery but the package
of concessions was extremely generous. It in-
cluded frechold title to 1 000 acres of prime
industrial land, State dredging of harbour en-
trances, provision of over 300 houses on State
purchased land, construction and mainten-
ance of road, rail, water and power services
1o the refinery site free of capital cost, and

November 1983] 5119

concessional rates and exemption from ail
port and harbour dues.

The Treasurer made that statement on 22
November 1983; and | draw the attention of the
House 1o the statement made by the same man on
19 October 1982, a year before, when we were
discussing the Budget. At that time, the present
Treasurer said—

The fourth point 1 make is that the
Government should be spending much more
money on providing growth-provoking infra-
structure, such things as coal loaders, railway
lines, and industrial estates.

1t is very strange that the selfsame man has the
hide to criticise a Government that, in the 1950s
had the courage to take decisions and to provide
the spark that led 10 industrial development in
this State. Such gall has not been seen in this Par-
liament for many years.

The Treasurer then went on to comment on the
Koolyanobbing agreement. At this stage, | might
add, the Treasurer mentioned 56 Acts of Parlia-
ment confirming agreements in this State, but he
could only find three to criticise. He had to go
back to 1950 to find one, and we saw how hyp-
ocritical that statement was. The next agreement
the Treasurer could find 10 criticise was in 1960,
and that related to Koolyanobbing.

The statement by the Treasurer about
Koolyanobbing indicates his total ignorance of the
real problems. Instead of realising that that
agreement lasted for 20 years—I hasten to add
that 1 doubt we will ever see an agreement con-
cluded by this Treasurer that will last for so long
and that will be so successful-—he was destructive
in his criticism rather than constructive.

He did not once mention the problems faced by
the iron and steel industries in this country and
worldwide as a consequence of technological
changes. He did not once mention the great prob-
lems confronting the world economy that has seen
a net reduction in steel production worldwide over
the last three years. He did not once mention that
tariffs have led to some of the real problems
which have had to be faced by the steel industry
in this country. He did not once mention anything
about investment - incentives that should be ex-
tended 1o the industry to give it a-competitive
edge. He did not once mention the level of wages
paid in this country compared with those paid by
our competitors. High wages have played a large
part in the problems faced by the industry. The
Treasurer showed a lack of understanding of the
problems that led 1o the closure of the
Koolyanobbing operation.
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Enstead, all we got was a political comment, a
political stunt, with the Treasurer trying to find a
base on which 10 develop his Western Australian
Development Corporation Bill.

Finally, he criticised the North-West Shelf de-
velopment. Let us note again the Treasurer's com-
ments, which were, “A less massive contract
might”—1 stress the word “might”"—"have got
the project moving without encumbering the State
with large gas services and a debt profile which
will take a great deal of ingenuity to mave”. Once
again we see a difference of approach. We see the
Treasurer being critical of a wonderful agree-
ment, of a wonderful project that has world stat-
ure, a project that has provided us in this State
with opportunities unlimited. Instead of seizing
these opportunilies, all the Treasurer has to say is
that we have problems and that we are really
abandoning the work done and trying to decide
whether we will buy into those projects or to
socialise them. [t is obvious we have a clear differ-
ence of philosophy in our approaches to these
types of projects.

We on this side see the North-West Shelf proj-
ect as a preat opportunity to be exploited by us in
Western Australia. We give a firm undertaking
that when in Government we will continue as we
did previously and not change parliamentary
agreement Acts in midstream and not cause un-
certainties and doubts for people overseas who
might want to invest in this State. We give a com-
mitment to search out and pioneer ways to allow
our tesources 10 be used for the benefit of the
people of this State. We give an undertaking that
our role will not be a participatory one because
we, unlike the Deputy Premicr, do not believe
members of Governments are the best people to
make decisions about the future of the market-
place. We believe the private sector has always
been and will continue to be much better
equipped to handie that sor of decision-making.

We also believe in small Goverament, and that
is an objective we will pursue with vigilance when
we are returned to office.

Mr Parker: You didn’t follow that policy last
time.

Mr MacKINNON: 1 agree that we did not fol-
low the policy assidugusly enough, but when we
return to Government, it will be one of our top
priorities. If by those words the Minister is trying
to say that his Government is pursuing small
Government policies, it shows he has not been
paying much attention to the amount of legis-
lation passing through this House establishing
new Government agencies and extending vastly
the tentacles of this Government. What legislation
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have we seen before us this session to abolish any-
thing?

Mr Parker: The Western Australian Tourism
Commission Bill, to replace the Department of
Tourism.

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister must be
joking. That Bill involves just a change of name.

I can assure the Government that we are ex-
tremely proud of our record on economic develop-
ment in this State. We are extremely proud and
confident of our abilily to continue that record in
two years’ time when we are returned to Govern-
ment. We will ensure we have an economy in this
State based on an extremely strong and active pri-
vate sector, one without the Government’s being a
competitor with it, or purchasing parts of it.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga—Treasurer) [5.25
p-m.]: Let me put the record straight about the
second reading of this Bill. I was informed by the
Leader of the Opposition that there would be four
speakers on this Bill. On that basis, I left the
Chamber only to find that thai was not the case
and that two of the speakers apparently were
speakers on the Members of Parliament
(Financial Interests) Bill that is to follow, so the
second reading collapsed. Members would be
aware that | returned to the Chamber, but that
the vote had been taken by then. In any case, it
would not be my choice to respend to the sort of
political claptrap the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition and the member for Murdoch went on with.
Which members in the Chamber seriously want
me simply 1o argue with those members on such a
crassly political basis? | am happy to, and il 1 had
to chance my arm and | really stretched myself, I
could probably match them in political rhetoric. 1
am certainly aware of the jockeying for position
between the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and
the member for Murdoch and I find it quaintly
amusing.

Mr Blaikic: What has this to do with the Bill?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It has a fair bit to do
with the contributions made by the two members
in question. Theirs were political speeches tailor-
made for Oppaosition members pretending to
greater things in this place. They were largely
made for the benefit of members opposite. It is for
members opposite to judge the contributions so
that when they go to their party meetings they
can vote on the basis of their judgments.
Certainly they should not ¢xpect me to stand and
arguc with arrant nonsense like that.

Mr Blaikie: Then sit down.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I will sit down in my own
good time now that | am on my feet.
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1 thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
support of the legislation in principle. It is what
we would expect because this is the Loan Bill, and
traditionally it is not the subject of disagreement,
at least in the application of votes in this
Chamber.

1 can understand the concern outlined by the
member for Karrinyup in his contribution. I can
understand, too, his ire at the undertakings given
by us when in Opposition and subsequently not
luifilled, a1 least initially following our election to
Government. | concede that. We would have been
much more comforiable had we been able to re-
serve the full amount of land involved. But in the
same way that the member found it very difficult
to persuade his colleagues to reserve the entirety
of Star Swamp, for very good reasons 1 have no
doubt related to the financial burden on the State
of such a reservation. This Government on cool
reflection has decided 1o reserve quite a
significant portion of Star Swamp; in fact, we
have reserved all the swamp and a fair portion of
the surrounds. Without being politically smart
about it, 1 say to the member for Karrinyup that
at least we have laken some steps to reserve a con-
siderable part of the land associated with Star
Swamp.

I commend the Bill to members.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

Sitting suspended from 5.30 p.m. to 8.20 p.m.

TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND FALSE AD-
VERTISEMENTS AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on mation by Mr Tonkin
(Minister for Consumer Affairs), and read a first
time.

Second Reading

MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan—Minister for
Consumer Affairs) [8.21 p.m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill is to amend the Trade Descriptions and
False Advertisements Act and that is the reason, |
suppose, it is called the Trade Descriptions and
False Advertisements Amendment Bill. 1t is the
forerunner 1o a major review of the legislation in
this State governing fair trading and trading stan-
dards. Work is well advanced on this project for
which 1 anticipate introducing legislation to this
Parliament early next year.

The contents of this Bill cannot await the
introduction of that legislation which will update
1161}
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existing law and form the basis of uniform State
legislation intended to mirror the consumer pro-
tection provisions of the Commonwealth Trade
Practices Acl.

This Bill seeks to rectify what are perceived as
serious deficiencies in the Trade Descriptions and
False Advertisements Act.

Mr Thompson: I knew there would be a line
there somewhere.

Mr TONKIN: These deficiencies were known
to the previous Government and yet it did nothing
about them. | am reminded of Francis Bacon’s
comment that, “He that will not apply new rem-
edies must expect new evils; for time is the
greatest innovator™.

The Trade Descriptions and False Advertise-
ments Act prohibits false or misleading state-
ments concerning the sale of goods, the provision
of services, or the sale of interests in land. It is
silent when it comes to the question of employ-
ment advertising. It is silent when it comes to bait
advertising. It is silent when it comes to advertis-
ing concerning business activities and, in particu-
lar, the profitability or risk of such business op-
portunity.

No State law protects the public from false,
misleading, or deceptive statements of this kind.

Mr Williams: What rot. What about your com-
missioner’s report only the other day when there
were four advertisements in the paper to rectily
his false statements on consumer protection. That
is an absolute disgrace and you are coming up
with the same thing now.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The mem-
ber for Clontarf will come to order!

Mr TONKIN: There is no law which prohibits
an individoal, as distinct from a body corporate,
from engaging in such conduct. Only at the Com-
monwealth level under the Trade Practices Act is
this type of advertising prohibited and then only if
the advertiser is a corporation.

Here in Western Australia, false and mislead-
ing statements concerning unemployment have
been rife. Yet the State has been powerless to
take steps to control them by prosecution.

The most recent report of the Commissioner for
Consumer Affairs tabled in this House only last
week exposes the wilful and despicable tactics of
some persons who prey on the unemployed.

I cite for the benefit of the House the com-
missioner’s comments concerning an individual,
who traded as a sole trader under a multiplicity of
business names, and who is referred to by the
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs in his latest
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annual report at page 22. An advertisement cited
there states—

... very urgent due to large amount of work.
3 intelligent and energetic young men
urgently needed (no experience necessary)
for ceramic restoration work to early archi-
tecture on contract basis.

10p money {awn phone and car essential)

A 3400.00 bond refundable after three
months is required as new methods and ap-
plication are to be taught.

phone 3849652 to apply.

The bureau received a number of complaints from
people who replied to the advertisement. Com-
plainants said that the “tition™ lasted for about
four hours and consisted mainly of a brief journey
examining buildings and the reading of library
books. One young man who was employed, made
the following statement in support of a successful
claim in the Western Australian Industrial Com-
mission—

I commenced employment with the respon-
dent on May 2, 1983 as a public relations
consultant and on May 16, 1983 | terminated
my contract of employment because my em-
ployer refused to pay me monies owing to
me.

Under my contract of employment I was to
be paid a salary of $280 per week for the
-supply of not less than 25 appointments per
week to my employer. | was required under
my contract 1o pay a $400 bond.

My employer refuses 10 pay me salaries
and bond owing to me.

Claim

I therefore claim a benefit under my con-
tract of service—

3
1 week's salary....c..cconeneenee 280.00
refund of bond ... 400.00

680.00

It is nothing less than a public scandal that this
man should be permitied to continue to advertise
with impunity.

The commissioner alse condemns the activities
of Norman [an Cheethamm and Jennifer Ann
McCoy who are involved in the operations of
Modern Style Home Improvements and currently
East West Promotions in this ficld.

The Bill therefore proposes, in line with sectian
53b of the Trade Practices Act, a prohibition on
false or misleading statements relating 1o employ-
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ment. The definition of employment is sufficiently
wide to include not only the conventional em-
ployer-employee relationship, but also engage-
ments on a commission or selling contract basis,
or as an independent contractor or distributor.

One further point which indicated the
inadequacy of State law was the Commaonwealth
prosecution of Bridgewater Importers Pty. Lid.
under the Trade Practices Act whereas the State
was powerless to act.

Mr Williams: How many meore people are you
going to name and defame?

Mr TONKIN: The Government will not toler-
ate the young unemployed sector of the com-
munity being preyved upon by the activities of such
persons. This Bill will be a means to put a stop to
such exploitation. As well, in these difficuit econ-
omic times, the prospects of being self-employed
or the purchase of a business activity has been
considered by many people. Many are lured by
the expectations of profits to be made from pur-
chasing a business franchise or business activity.

The Department of Consumer Affairs has in
the past received numerous complaints about the
activities of some persons who have advertised the
sale of courier franchises with indications of sub-
stantial profits to be made from such a purchase.

One example of this practice emerged in 1981
relating to the sale of a courier franchise by Des-
tination Express. At the time, the then Minister
for Consumer Affairs, and now the Leader of the
Opposition, indicated that an investigation would
be underiaken in relation to what additional legis-
lation was required in this area. Nothing was
forthcoming.

This Bill, therefore, contains a provision to pro-
hibit publishing false or misleading statements
with respect to the profitability or risk or other
material aspects of business activities which may
be carried on, at, or from a person's place of resi-
dence, and prohibits persons’ inviting partici-
pation in business activitiess which require
investment of moneys from making false represen-
tations as to the profitability or risk or other ma-
terial aspects of the business activity. This would
extend to the misleading claims of Jojoba
International P1y. Lid. referred to in the annual
report af the Commissioner for Cansumer Affairs
in 1982 and tabled by the then Minister, Mr
Shalders. In this report, the comments of the
commissioner are most apt.

The commissioner’s report at page 44 referred
to advertisements promoting investment in Jgjoba
International and took the view that the claims
retating to profitability of the concern were false
and misleading and ought be regarded as being
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withoul foundation. Such claims were not capable
of prosecution under the Trade Descriptions and
False Advertisements Act,

The absence of State legislative control on this
form of advertising or invitation merely serves to
demonstrale the lack of concern the previous
Government had for the small businessman en-
ticed into parting with hard-earned money with
the false prospect of good returns. The failure of
such enterprises has only caused heartache to
people who can ill afford it. That must be
stopped.

The provisions contained in this Bill are consist-
ent with section 59 of the Commonwealth Trade
Practices Act which applies such prohibitions or
conditions only 1o corporations.

The Bill also contains a provision consistent
with section 56 of the Trade Practices Act and
section 29A of the New South Wales Consumer
Protection Act which prohibits bait advertising.
The Commonwealth provision is limited to the
conduct of corporations.

The Trade Descriptions and False Advertise-
ments Act does not specifically encompass bait
advertising, a practice adversely commented on by
the Commission for Consumer Affairs on many
occasions.

Bait advertising, simply explained, is the prac-
tice of advertising goods at special prices without
the intention 10 offer goods for sale at this price
for a reasonable period of time having regard to
the market, and in quantities which are reason-
able.

In addition, the Bill encompasses clauses which
update the provisions of the Trade Descriptions
and False Advertisements Act in the prosecution
of the media; and also updates the defences to
prosecution. Such defences are consistent with the
Trade Praclices Act and are in the same form.
This is essential if the primary offences are to be
the same. It is only proper that a defence to the
Commonwealth offence should also be a defence
under State taw, These provisions are consistent
with section 85 of the Trade Practices Act.

The Act provides substantial penalties for con-
travention. A maximum penalty of $5 000 is im-

posed, which is consistenl with the current penalty

of $5000 under section 8 of the Trade Descrip-
tions and False Advertisements Act. This will ex-
tend 1o directors of companies unless they are
able to establish a lack of involvement in the com-
mission of the offence or if they have acled with
due diligence to prevent the offence.

Other evidentiary and ancillary provisions are
inserted in this Bill.
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Much of the contents of this Bill is mirroring
the existing law of the Trade Practices Act, as it
applies to corporations. It is, therefore, not new
law which is being enacted with which businesses
must comply. It merely extends the ambit to the
individual or partnership not caught by the Trade
Practices Act and provides the same sanctions
and obligations on the individual.

It is ludicrous that there should be one law for
the corporation and another or none for the indi-
vidual or partnership. That anomaly is overcome
by this Bill, which, while fulfilling an urgent need
to plug glaring loopholes at State level, also in
these areas brings a consistency of approach to
this field of law.

It is, therefore, with much pleasure that 1 com-
mend this Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Thompson,

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

LIBRARY BOARD OF WESTERN AUS-
TRALIA AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 8 November.

MR MENSAROS (Floreal) [9.07 p.m.]: The
Oppasition does not object ta this Bill. My under-
standing of it, as was the explanation by the Min-
ister, is that the provisions of the Act arc not
quite clear on the filling of casual vacancies on
the board. Although the Minister has not said so
out of politeness, 1 understand that the Minister
previously responsible for the board abused the
lack of clarity in the provisions by appointing
people to casual vacancies not only for the re-
mainder of the terms of the vacant positions, but
also for an additional term. Such action is some-
what unusual, and it is quite right that the pro-
visions be made clear.

1 ask the Minister, however, to clarify his pos-
ition, because [ trust that he will not make the
provisions retrospective and that he will maintain
the present appointees to the board. If he does not
make his position clear, he will cause a degree of
insecurity in the board. I say this irrespective of
the fact that one of the people appointed was the
wife of a mutual friend of the Minister and my-
self.

The second provision will make the legality of
the regulations clear concerning the libraries
under the control of the Library Board. This move
will be beneficial, and it will clarify the position
that was meant to be in place all the time.
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MR DAVIES (Victoria Park—Minister for the
Arts) [9.10 p.m.]: | thank the member for his
contribution and his acceptance of the Bill on be-
half of the Opposition. 1 assure him there is no
intention 10 apply this Bill retrospectively. The
appointments made by the previous Minister,
which the member clearly identified, will not be
upsel by me.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Davies
{(Minister for the Arts), and transmitied to the
Council.

MULTICULTURAL AND ETHNIC AFFAIRS
COMMISSION BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from § November.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [9.12 pm.): [t is a
fairly difficult task for me to represent the Oppo-
sition’s view on this measure. It could be said I
am one of those who can be affected by the Bill.
To take that thought a little {urther, it could be
said that [ should disqualify myself from dis-
cussing this Bill because 1 have a personal interest
in it. However, my experience on both sides of the
fence might add a little 10 the consideration of
this question.

I will not criticise the Minister. | have respect
for him, and | think he introduced the Bill with
the conviction that it is in the interests of certain
people as well as of the community at large. My
personal reaction, I am sorry to say, is that the
Bill is unnecessary. It is just a lot of words and
will create yet another QANGO. To some extent
the Bill represents political point scoring, and is
meant to be a vote catcher, but it is superfiuous.

I am not opposed 10 the basic idea of assisting
selected groups of people who want and need this
help. There is no opposition 10 the help and the
assistance embodied in this Bill for people who
need it—perhaps, more importantly, for people
who want it. | have no doubt about the Minister's
sincerity. As [ said, he wishes to render this help,
but 1 do think he could do it in a much better and
infinitely cheaper way and without creating un-
favourable controversies simply with his depart-
ment engaging voluntary workers.
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When | speak about voluntary work, [ am
thinking of organisations such as the Good Neigh-
bour Ceuncil which was a tremendously good or-
ganisation, and even the Salvation Army which,
in certain cases, renders enormous help and has
the apparatus and experience to do so without the
creation of any additional machinery. However, 1
shall try to enlarge on the whole subject and give
some constructive thoughts.

The Opposition does not oppose the Bill. 1 sup-
pose one can say that it is the product of democ-
racy as we are conditioned to perceive democracy
just as are the tourism commission, the Western
Australian development corporation, and the
small business development corporation—which
will be followed by the South-East Asian corpor-
ation and many other superfluous agencies. Be-
fore the election, every side of the political spec-
trom wracked its brains to think what it could
promise to the e¢lectorate. New services were
dreamt up which would inevitably lead to higher
taxes. Unfortunately, that is one of the syndromes
of our system of democracy; more and more
QANGOs are added to the existing ones, and
more and more expenditure occurs.

If we look at this matter from that point of
view, we note that ihis particular exercise was
very well-done with the help and assistance of the
media; an environment has been created with
good preparation, nice packaging, and a thorough
promotion.

So, a certain sympathy, albeit not a2 unanimous
sympathy, already surrounds this legislation. In-
deed, it becomes something of a motherhood type
of idea. So, no matier how superfluous I or the
Opposition considers this legislation to be, if 1 op-
pose it [ would be called a cynic, a knocker, or
heartless.

So, without opposing the Bill or criticising the
Minister, 1 will make my observations about how
difficult it is to help in this confined way in this
legislation. Help is being offered in a qualified
and defined way. It would be more effective and
less offensive assistance if it were offered in a
loose, undefined, unqualified way, with a few
officers, and the help of the department and vol-
untary people.

The Bill vaguely aims to assist, and, of course,
the question is: Whom is it to assist? I think we
all have an idea of whom we want 1o assist, bul it
is tremendously difficult 10 define the individual
or the group which should be assisted. | suppose
one endeavour is to help people or groups which
are disliked or discriminated against because they
are different. What makes them different? How
can we define the difference? | know that two
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parts of the Bill—the one dealing with the objects
of the legislation itself and the one dealing with
the functions of the commitice to be estab-
lished—use four distinctive descriptions and use
them in a mix of three at a time. It is really like
shuffling cards. The four descriptions are: origin,
language, tradition, and culture. | question
whether these are the right definitions for an indi-
vidual or a group?

Let us examine them one by one. | suppose we
all have different origins 10 some exteni, but then
of course it depends how far one goes back. If one
is religious, one can go back to the time of Adam
and Eve and say we have the same origin. If one
is not religious, one can use the Darwin theory to
go back far enough 1o an organism as the com-
mencement of evolvement.

But then, with the same origin, | suppose we
could have different traditions. Again, the
question, “How can tradition be expressed in a
pragmatic way?”, is asked. Is it education, is it
the interest expressed by individuals, is it habits,
is it clothing, or is it a manner of speech? It is
fairly difficult to pul a definition into words, but
then we all might feel something about tradition.
There could be differences of tradition within the
same group of people, and there could be differ-
ences in the same town, and differences between
the tradition of people living in the same street.

If we group together as individuals, we can
think about the sort of expressions which form
part of the definition of culture. What is it in
today’s society? How much culture is expressed
by people living in a suburb? Occasionally we go
to folk dances, to performances, or 10 view various
exhibitions of art, and we talk about the different
cultures exhibited. That is a point which is very
important from the point of view of trying to de-
fine those people, individuals, or groups who need
assistance.

The fourth expression used is language. | think
that is almost the only real distinction, although
not so much the language itself, but rather the
pronunciation used or the accent of the user. 1f |
had to suggest some definition of difference, 1
would say that it would be in the way people
speak and the way people pronounce the words of
a language.

Another important difference is how we look.
In some cases people who come from Africa,
Asia, or a defined part of the Mediterranean are
included in this definition of difference. Of
course, that could include Aborigines, because |
can find nothing upon a legal reading of this Bill
which would exclude the Aborigines; they would
come under the same definition. They have a dif-
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ferent language, a different culture, different
traditions, and, to a certain point, a different ori-
gin.

So, we arrive at the fact that language is really
the only difference, and the proper definition of
people who should receive assistance and help
under the auspices of this legistation are perhaps
the first generation migrants of non-British stock
who have a different mother tongue. Perhaps they
are theose people who came here at an age which
did not enable them to pick up the same pronunci-
ation that Australian or English people use, and,
therefore, they will always be able to be dis-
tinguished from other people.

Through the last 30 to 40 years, this very same
group of people have been called all sorts of dif-
ferent names. They have been called newcomers,
new Australians, migrants, and today they are
called members of an ethnic group. | can remem-
ber 35 years ago when an old ltalian was standing
at the Fremantle wharf to meet some people ar-
riving on the boat, as they did at that time. He
listened to the speeches of the various officials
and he said to his mate, *I have been here for 30
years now; and whereas these new arrivals are
called a new Australian, they call me still a *dirty
dago’.” This shows that the difference is very dif-
ficult to define and, of course, although it is in the
Statute, it is not quite definite, it does not include
the point that assistance should be rendered only
1o those who really want it.

Another problem is to assist in eliminating dis-
crimination. | submit in all honesty and sincerity
that when one tries to statutorily eliminate dis-
crimination, the opposite is achieved. Once it is in
legislation, it is open to legal interpretation and
time, energy, and even money will be spent on
interpretation, enforcement, and finding loop-
holes.

This is the reason 1 make no secret of my oppo-
sition to anything like the Bill of Rights, because
there is no group of people who have an involved
system built in to their heritage as do the British
people. As soon as they start to codify or define
discrimination, they achieve exactly the opposite.

Some people may have experienced the unfor-
tunate siluation in America where it is in the
Statutes. If someone collapses on the street, the
situation is that no doctor will come and help him
because the doctor may be endangering himself if
he does not render the assistance he legally should
have rendered. I can give many examples—it is a
rather unfortunate situation.

1 believe in Western Australia and in Aus-

tralia—allowing, of course, for exemptions to
strengthen the rule as we all know—one should
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beware of such legislation which, of course, tends
to be divisive rather than to achieve cohesiveness.

I think the migration problem has been solved
best in Australia, of al) the countries in the world
which have taken in migrants in the last few dec-
ades, particularly since the last war. It was the
best solution, because it was unrestricted and
there was no compulsion one way or an other.
Everyone was left 10 do what he wanted to do.

If people wanted to combine and exert their
nationalitiecs, and maintain their traditions,
customs, and language, they were allowed to do
s0. If they did not want to do that—and some mi-
grants can be identified from various regions who
did not want to do so, perhaps the Dutch—they
went on their merry way and assimilated quickly.

Codified legislative assistance could be seen by
many as patronising. Even in my definition, when
1 talk about the first generation of non-British mi-
grants with an accent like mine, some are dis-
criminated apainst, but not all of them are under-
dogs. The majority do not feel like underdogs and
they do not want to be created as underdogs.
Many do not want to be regarded as different;
they do not feel different. They wanted to succeed
and they have succeeded in assimilating. They do
not want to be grouped and called “‘ethnics™ or
whatever. They can have an interest in their own
culture and in the country of their birth but they
do not want to do that under a patronising sort of
coverage.

it is sometimes very difficull 10 expiain how one
feels about this. [ will 1ell members a story of
something that happened about 14 years ago
when I was in Vienna and | was asked to address
the Austrian-Australian Society. It was not a dif-
ficult task; 1 talked about the history of Australia
and customs here, having then already spent
nearly 20 years in this country. When | finished
my talk someone asked a question and said, “You
are one of us, you talk our language™. | do not
have an accent in German because [ learned it as
a kid; it was one of my mother tongues. He went
on, *“You went to university here and are a mem-
ber of an Australian Parliament; how do you feel?
Where is your loyalty?”

The question struck me at first and [ said,
“Take the example of a young man who grows up
in an ordinary family, studies, and reaches 24
years of age and marries. Where is his loyalty? It
is obviously with his new wife and family to be.
That does not mean he has to relinquish his
parenis and cannot go home and keep the best re-
lationship with his parents™. | enjoy going to the
Australian Club once or twice a year and to the
Hungarian dinner dance once a year; I am always
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invited. The club to which 1 belong and where I
can mostly be found cannot in the wildest imagin-
ation be described as ethnic but is a very local and
very conservative institution.

I do not like the emphasis in this Bill and gen-
erally on a multicultural society. I know all politi-
cal parties use that expression; everybody uses it
because there is an advantage in doing so. But
once we state thal we are a multicultural society
and that Australia is a multicultural community,
we might as well ask the next logical question:
Should it remain so? For how long should it be a
multicultural society? Should it not rather absorb
the many cultures, traditions, and origins of the
migrants, and retain the original heritage of the
majority who first came here? | cannot see any-
thing wrong in having an ancestry, and [ am more
embarrasssed than are some members who are
third or fourth generation Australians from
British stock when they talk almost with shame
about Britain.

People want to dismiss the flag and the national
anthem, and 1 am the one who is ashamed when
they do so because I cannot see anything but
juvenile thinking and immaturity in not being
proud of and wanting to stand by one’s ancestry.
One ought to be proud of it.

Mr Bryce: Would you seriously apply that logic
to the Canadian people?

Mr MENSAROS: The Canadian people did
that; 1 do not think they necessarily did the right
thing. What is wrong with saying that one comes
from British stock? Are the British such bad
people? 1 do not think so; Britain is one of the
most magnificent nations in the world.

Mr Bryce: You  would not suggest the
Canadian nation was juvenile because it reached
the stage where it felt that, although it was proud
of its heritage, it had reached maturity. It had
grown up and could stand on its own two feet, and
was proud to do so?

Mr MENSAROS: I do not know whether they
have necessarily reached maturity as a nation. If
the Minister wanis to make comparisons—and [
do not want to philosophise—and if one compares
the British and the Chinese peoples, | think the
Chinese are much more advanced and refined. [
think they are superior as people, 1 am sad to say.

If people say everything about their heritage
should be disregarded and then go to the races
and bet on horses with pedigrees, one can ask the
reason that they do that. The answer is because
the pedigreed horses are betier horses. Where is
the logic in their thinking? | feel embarrassed for
them, and I say what [ have said tonight.
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It is somewhat dangerous 1o talk aboul a
multicultural society, 10 stop there, and not say
what is going to happen next. Every society, no
matter how unilateral it appears, has absorbed
various cultures. The British, Germans, and
French have absorbed cultures, whether through
amalgamation, migration, or occupation; they
have become a more unified society. It is some-
thing we should not forget. It will only create
problems which do not exist today if we
overemphasise our multicultural society for gener-
ations to come.

The same applies 1o calling it a bilingual so-
ciety. The expression is wrong anyway because
ours is by no means a two-language society; a
large number of languages are used in Australia.
Of course it is all right to learn a second or third
language in order to educate aneself but I do not
think we ought to create either a bilingual or a
trilingual society. Is il any better than in Canada
where one has 10 read in French and English,
South Africa where one uses Afrikaans and
English, or Belgium where French and Flemish is
used?

We would only be manufacturing and buying
trouble which does nol exist today. We should fee]
happy and lucky that English has become the
world language in the last three decades. It was
nat so between the two wars. Now without any
doubt it has become the world language. Some
members might recall the debate in India after
the war as (o which should be its official
language—whether it should be Tamil or any-
thing else—and the people settled on English. If
one goes to the Parliament in New Dethi one
hears every member speak English. A member
has a right 10 speak in his own language, but if he
did so only three or four members would under-
stand him, so he uses English no matter how
badly, in order that all members understand. That
is a merit and not a disadvantage.

Another important question for both individ-
uals and groups is how do we reach an equal and
non-discriminatory situation among those people
themselves. The Bill talks in the plural of ethnic
groups or muliicultural groups. Surely we have 1o
20 beyond the approach of 30 to 40 years ago that
people are either Australian or
foreigners. 1 assure members there might be a
much greater difference between the so-called
ethnic groups and within one of the ethnic groups
than there is between those groups and an equiv-
alently placed Australian from the point of view
of origin, tradition, culture, and language. Much
greater differences exist sometimes in those
groups.

they are -
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One has to look only at the Yugoslavs; there
are seven different ethnic groups in that country,
different languages, religions, and different forms
of writing. Many people do not know that. They
use Cyrillic and Roman, and some people, such as
the Muslims in the south of the country use
Arabic. The difference between those people
whom we dismiss in one word as “Yugoslavs™ can
be much greater than the difference between a
Serb or Croat and an Australian.

Social levels make a difference and that has
nathing to do with being ethnic. If we consider a
village in Croatia, we realise that a person could
be on an entirely different social level—a fact
which is not emphasised so much in Aus-
tralia—than his neighbour 20 metres away, and
they will never be able 1o properly match each
other in the same grouping.

I wurn now 1o the implementation of the Bill. |
have already said that the Opposition feels it is an
unnecessary new gango. | cannot help remem-
bering very vividly the occasion on which the
member for Victoria Park brought in a list of the
so-called gangos the Brand Government was sup-
posed to have created. His speech and his criti-
cism was very impressive, but how far have we ad-
vanced since then under any Government? [ do
not think we have advanced very much. It is not
difficult to predict that this commission will be-
come an octopus which will proliferate in due
course. One has only to lock at some other States
where this has been done.

One of my colleagues made inquiries in South
Australia and was told that in the hospitals in
which a similar commission operates, the
interpreting services increased from no cases to
1 500 a month. This is a typical example of cre-
ating an office which in turn creates work for
itself. How will the Minister start 10 implement
the Bill? 1 am tremendously sorry for him because
for instance clause 6(2) says that the commission
shall be representative. That is simply impossible.

The Minister said there are about 100 ethnic
groups, and there will be 10 commissioners.
Maybe the implementation of the newly-born
philosophy of the Australian Labor Party of one-
man-one-vote would solve the problem, because
then the composition of the commission will be
very simple; it will be composed of four Italians,
four Greeks, two Aborigines, and no-one else. The
other 97 ethnic groups will not be represented.
Without going into the statistics, that would be
roughly the representation if all votes were equal
in the so-called ethnic groups. The largest groups
are the Greeks and Italians; but 1 suppose the
Aborigines could have even greater numbers.
That might not help the Minister; but it would be
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impossible 10 solve the problem. Instead of receiv-
ing thanks, he will receive apprehension and com-
plaints. | honestly feel sorry for him in relation to
that.

The Minister did a magnificent job. He ap-
proached every group but perhaps, as is always
the case, when we talk about referenda, the main
problem is the framing of the question. If any-
body had framed the question to these ethnic
groups or to the public, for that matter, as “Do
you want to have a commission and pay more
tax?”, what would have been the answer? How-
ever, | think the decision would have been the
proper one—ihat is, in the negative.

Let me be positive. 1 have pointed out the pit-
falls, the dangers, the built-in shortcomings in the
Bill; but fet us look at it in a practicai sense. Let
us consider what is needed by way of assistance,
and what can be done.

There is no doubt that, for very recenl new-
comers, an interpreting service, advice on legal
matters, advice on employment and self-employ-
ment opportunities, are of tremendous help.

The first man | met in Perth when I came to
Western Australia was the father of the Premier
and the member for Perth. He pgave me
tremendous advice as the member for Perth in the
Federal Parliament. | was sent 1o him, perhaps,
by a religious organisation. Although 1 did not
have occasion to see him frequently, we remained
friends afier that. 1 point out that members of
Parliament have a role to play. They ought to do
their job in this regard.

Voluntary organisations were of assistance at
the time when 1 came here. They were the Good
Neighbour Council and the Salvation Army.
Many other people, including local government
organisations, can assist. Of course, such services
should be restricted to the people who need them
and want them.

There is a special problem with trade and pro-
fessional associations. This is not directed against
migrants; unfortunately, it is directed against any-
one who is outside and is not allowed to come in. |
saw this sort of thing whenever legislation came
up dealing with the registration of occupations,
whether they were street sweepers, builders, or
whatever. It is human greed and human selfish-
ness that operates in that situation. The associ-
ations do not want registration; they want to keep
other people out. The people who notice this the
most are the recent arrivals in the country. Help
should be given to them. Help can be given more
properly if we move away from the system of
registering occupations under the pretence of pro-
tecting the public. They can be prolected much
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easier in many cases by giving opportunities 1o the
people coming in.

On many occasions when professional people
have come to Australia—medical doctors, for in-
stance—they have to undergo vigorous tests and
examinations. A doctor may have received his
diploma, say, from the Sorbonne—an institution
which is attended by many English doclors who
do their postgraduate studies in Europe, on the
continent—but a diploma from the Sorbonne is
not acknowledged, although the holder of a dip-
loma from Birmingham, or anywhere clse in the
United Kingdom, is.

Let us deal with the question of drivers’ li-
cences. If | am going overseas, 1 go to the Royal
Automobile Club. | show my licence, and | am
given a licence which is accepted in almost every
couniry for a year. However, when migrants come
here they can use their old licences, [ understand,
for three months only. After 91 days, they must
take an examination. For those who do not have a
command of the language, it is difficult to learn
the rules in 90 days. There could be a tremendous
amount of practical help, and something should
be done to change these rules. it would be better
if they did not have to do a written examination
or an oral examination where a knowledge of
English is more important than the skill in driving
and recognising the signs which, even in Western
Australia now, are international signs. The signs
have very little writing on them, but they have
figures and symbols.

The teaching of English is commendable, but 1
would not emphasise i1 just because we are sup-
posed to be a multilingual society. Rather we
should be concerned for the education of Aus-
tralian youngsters. They have more and more
opportunities to go overseas where they could
utilise another language.

Another practical problem is that of the aged.
Some aged people have not picked up the
language. Many of them have no families, they
feel alone, and they ought to be assisted in ways
which are not patronising.

The Opposition regards the legislation as su-
perfluous. It is 2 fot of words and a lot of window-
dressing. It is a vole catching measure.

The genuine aim of the legislation, with limi-
tations, is commendable, and we accept that.
However, the aim could be better achieved with-
out legislation. Officers of the Minister’s depart-
ment could encourage voluntary help—and there
would be plenty of it.

We should strive for a homogeneous society,
absorbing the various culiures into the main
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British one, and not emphasising the multicultural
aspect of Australia for cver.

Much practical assistance can be given Lo mi-
grants; and we should guard against human
greed, and prejudice, and calling it discrimi-
nation.

1 trust that 1 have rellected properly the views
of the Opposition. | have a fairly difficult task be-
causc | am involved; but at least 1 can assure the
House that | have been absolutely frank and de-
void of any hypocrisy, or at least as much as is
humanly possible.

MR TERRY BURKE (Perth) [9.54 pm.]:
Although 1 realise the member for Floreat has in-
dicated his general support for this legislation, |
find most surprising his cynicism and his atiempts
to rationalise his position. In fact, | suggest he is
probably the only ethnic politician in Australia
who supports a homogeneous society.

It is difficult to believe that, 34 years ago, the
member for Floreat arrived in Austratia as a refu-
gee from Hungary, without a knowledge of the
language. He must have suffered considerable
cultural shock, and yet he spent the last 45 min-
utes endeavouring to deny the fact that he is one
of the six million Australians who are either mi-
grant born or who have at least onc parent born
overseas.

| am proud of the fact—and 1 have ofien voiced
it—1thal in representing the electorate of Perth [
represent the largest and most diverse ethnic com-
munity in Western Australia. 1 am proud of the
fact, too, that [ succeeded a man who, very early
in his carcer, and when it was not as popular as it
is today, ook on the role of reuniting families
who came here immediately postwar and making
tife casicr for them.

I was plcased 10 hear the member for Floreat
indicating that hc was one of the migranis who
was helped in those days. In fact, a large part of
the support that my brother and I derive rom the
cthnic communitics today is owed to the work
that my father did in making it easier for mi-
grants, many of whom were refugecs, during that
period. At lcast half of thosec pcople had no
knowledge of the English language. At that time,
services were practically non-cxistent and, as |
have indicated, it was not as popular 1o be closely
invalved with migrants as it is today.

My {ather’s carly involvement was a motivating
factor in the continuing cfforts of my brother and
me on behalf of migrants whose special problems
are real. It is interesting to me, and | am certain
it is to most members on both sides of the Parlia-
ment, that the member for Floreat should suggest
that this Bill is a political cxercise. It is not. In
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fact, it has been part of the Labor Pariy's
platform for at least the last three elections. It is a
genuine ¢ffort 10 meet needs and to provide equal
access to all Australians.

I have been associated from very early in my
political career with Labor’s efforts to establish a
multicultural platform so we can provide equal
access to all Australians; and [ pay tribute to
many good people from both sides of the political
spectrum who have had this interest, aver the last
nine years at least, since both political parties at
least at the Federal level did away with the
monoculiural proposal for Australian society; but
the member for Floreat, as | have indicated, is
probably the only ethnic member of Parliament in
Australia who still adheres to the earlier policy.

This is part of our effort to provide for the six
million Australians who were either born overseas
or who have at least one parent wha was born
overseas. At least half of them were born postwar
and are non-British.

| believe this is the most important piece of
legislation introduced in this Parliament (o date—

Mr Clarko: Is it more important than the smok-
ing Bill? The Minister for Health had said the
smoking Bill is the most timportant.

Mr TERRY BURKE: No, this Bill definitely is
although, of course, | support most strongly the
smoking Bill as well. I support this Bill, not only
for its historical significance, but more import-
antly because it touches so many lives and so
many facets of our society. At least il gives cre-
dence to the fact that we have a multicultural so-
ciety; and it gives all Australians an equal appor-
tunity to derive the benefits of and have an equa!l
share in 1he rights of that society.

In the Minister’s second reading speech, he de-
tailed proposals for a multicultural and cthnic af-
fairs commission, for which tile member [lor
Floreat wanted (o volunteer. Except for the com-
missioner, the commission will be made up of voi-
unieers; and so the volunteers will make up seven-
eighths of the commission. The proposal for the
commission is to meet the special needs of mi-
grants and ethnic community groups, to facilitate
the rights of migrants, and to ensure that all Aus-
tralians have access to and benefit from the re-
sources and the opportunities that the diversity of
lifestyles and cultures has contributed to this
State.

1 would like to trace the development of our
multicultural society through its short but
interesting history, 10 comment on the difficult
birth that prejudice and difficult economic cir-
cumstances forced on this legislation, and 10 ex-
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press a hope for the future of our society and our
nation.

As we are all aware, the loss of the American
colonies prompted the settlement of Australia in
1788 as a convict seitlement for England. The
first group of 11 free immigrants arrived in 1793,
Between then and 1829, when Western Australia
was first established, 14 000 free immigrants
settled in Australia, inctuding 3 000 in Western
Australia. Between 1788 and 1850, the total
number of people who arrived in Australia was
just over 330000, of whom 187 000 were free im-
migranis and 146 000 were convicts.

Migration in the latter part of the nineteenth
century was largely influenced by changing econ-
omic conditions in Europe, and particularly
Ireland, and by the discovery of gold in Australia.
The discovery of the precious metal was largely
responsible for a population growth from 405 400
in 1850 to t 145600 in 1860. In fact, Western
Australia was the only State that was not
significantly affected by the gold rushes of the
1850s. Out of the 700 000-0odd people who mi-
grated to Australia during that period, only 5 000
came to Western Australia. The gold rushes her-
alded three decades of economic expansion for
Australia, adding 741 000 to our population be-
tween 1861 and 1890. This free flow of migrants
ground to a halt in 1891 as a result of economic
recession. In fact, in 1892-93 and [1898-1900,
Australia lost population, although there con-
tinued to be considerable inter-colonial move-
ment, particularly to Western Australia after
1894 with the discovery of gold here. Extensive
immigration from overseas was not revived until
1909.

In the twenticth century, there have been exten-
sive oscillations in the migratory movement as the
result of wars and economic depression. | will give
members an indication now of the net immi-
gration intake from 1901 to 1940 for Australia as
a whole and for Western Australia particularly.
The total intake was ncarly 600000 people, of
whom just under 100 000 came to Western Aus-
tralia.

It was the Chiflcy Labor Government which
laid the basis of the exiensive postwar immi-
gration scheme by the cstablishment of a separate
Commonwecalth Department of Immigration in
July of 1945, under the ministerial control of
Arthur Calwell, and by the establishment of an
immigration advisory committee, with representa-
tives of the Government, employer, and cmployee
organisations.

~ The broad objective posiwar was 1a doublc the
nalural rate of population increase of 70 000 per
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annum. Between 1945 and 1954, the programme
saw a total of over 900 000 new arrivals to Aus-
tralia. It is interesting to see that this is where the
birth of our multicultural society is found. Out of
that 900 000, a 1otal of 440000 were of Anglo-
Saxon stock and 460000 were of non-British
stock. This period saw the largest influx of non-
British migranis and, as 1 have said, the genesis of
a multicultural society. It is interesting 10 record
the declared nationalities that arrived during that
period. 1 quote as follows—

100 400
71 700
64 100
36 400
26 000
24 400
20400
19 800
13 900
11600
10 100

9800
6 200
46 500

There is no doubt that Australia’s postwar immi-
gration programme was a remarkable social ex-
periment which radically aliered the social
landscape. Migration was also a key factor in our
economic development. Immigrants and their
families have accounted for 50 per cent of the
population growth, and 70 per cent of the growth
in the work force since 1947.

In 1947, only one-tenth of the population was
born overseas and fewer than three per cent of
these were of non-Anglo-Saxon origin. By the
1981 census, 27 per cent were born overseas and
more than half of these were from non-Anglo-
Saxon couniries.

From the days of Arthur Calwell, the first Fed-
eral Minister for Immigration, until the end of the
1960s, official policy was paternalist and strictly
assimilationist. As | have indicated already this
evening, the member for Florcat seems to be the
only politician in Australia who is stilt promoting
that policy. It was based on the assumption that
new immigrants should consider themselves lucky
10 be here and should be absorbed into the Aus-
tralian way of life in the shorlest space of
time. This forced assimilation was to €nsure an es-
sentially homapgenous society, and immigrants
were expected to shed their original cultural
identity and to become indistinguishable [rom the
Anglo-Saxon Australians.

Hungarian ...,
Czechoslovak......cooeeeevieennas
Lithuanian

Mr Mensaros: [ said that there was no force,
although it ultimately had to be forced.
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Mr TERRY BURKE: The member for Floreat,
instead of denying his cultural heritage, should be
proud of it. He seems to be going to great lengths
to rationalise it out of existence; he seems to be
ashamed of il in some way. | am pleased this
Government is accepling the contributions that
can be made by different cultures and is
facilitating this action instead of continuing with
the situation that existed when the member for
Floreat first came to Australia, a situation which
has seen himn deny and try to hide his cultural
background.

The general failure and unrealistic nature of
such an extreme policy was evidenced by such
things as high rates of migrant return, the inci-
dence of psychiatric disorders, residential concen-
tration, and widespread unhappiness among the
wide sections of migrant populations.

The election of the Whitlam Labor Govern-
ment in 1972 saw the disbandment of
monoculture and the acceptance of the fact that
ours was a multicultural society.

The contribution of Al Grassby, with his con-
cept of the family of nations, will go down in his-
tory.

Mr Clarko: What a hopeless twit he was.

Mr Hassell: He caused more racial 1ension than
anyone else.

Mr TERRY BURKE: It is all right for the
isolated Anglophiles opposite to hide away in
Circe Circle or wherever and deny the fact that
the large percentage of our society is not Anglo-
Saxon.

Mr Clarko: We are not denying that; we are
laughing at your reference to Al Grassby.

Mr TERRY BURKE: He will be remembered

a lot longer than either the member for Karrinyup
or the member for Cottesloe.

Mr Clarko: He was a standing joke.

Mr TERRY BURKE: He is a great Australian;
he is a brave Australian. He is remembered and
revered by a lot more people than the member for
Karrinyup could ever get to vote for him.

Mr Clarko: But don’t you think he divided Aus-
tralia?

Mr TERRY BURKE: Not at all. He laid the
groundwork for our multicultural society, and
that is being recognised in this legislation which is
being supported by the Opposition. The Oppo-
sition’s spokesman on this subject has indicated
support for the legislation, so the Opposition
agrees with what Al Grassby was doing and with
what he has said.
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Mr Clarko: He was a hopeless little grass-
hopper. He wore the best overcoat I have seen
other than on a lady at a reception held one night
in the City of Stirling. It had fur—

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr TERRY BURKE: I repeat; The contri-
bution of Al Grassby will go down in history. He
will certainly be remembered a lot longer than
will be the member for Karrinyup, the member
far Cottesloe—

Mr Clarko: Or the member for Perth.

Mr TERRY BURKE: Let me say it myself: Or
the member for Perth. I welcome this opportunity
to honour him and to pay tribute to his contri-
bution in this area.

The Whitlam Government laid the ground rules
for a truly multicultural society. The political de-
bate has pursued from State to State since that
time. Multicultural and ethnic affairs com-
missions have been established in most States.
The only exception is Queensland. [n this State
practically nothing was done.

An ethnic affairs officer was appointed to our
Immigration Office at a very low salary of about
$9 000 per annum—an amount on which he prob-
ably found it difficult to live. Immigration pro-
cessing from the United Kingdom continued 10 be
duplicated. If one wanted 10 nominate someone
from the UK, one would send the nomination
forms to the State Immigration Office, the State
office would send them to the Commonwealth De-
pariment of Immigration, the Commonwealth de-
pariment would send them to the UK 1o be pro-
cessed by the UK Immigration Department,
which in turn would send them back to the Aus-
tralian department, which would then send them
back to the State department. The whole process
was a farce and a complete waste of money. A
greal part of the budget for the State office over
the last nine years was in support of that farce.

Successive conservative Governments paid no
more than lip-service 1o our migrant communities
with an annual fancy dress party.

In the first term of this Labor Government, the
promise of a multicultural and ethnic affairs com-
mission, made at each successive election since
1974, will be fulfilled. At last we have recognition
of the fact that in excess of one-quarter of our
population was born overseas, that they came
from 100 different countries, speak different
languages, have different customs and
traditions—but all are Australians and will at last
have access to equal rights.

Australia is a multicultural society. Six million
of our population were cither born overseas or
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have at least one gverseas-born parent. Over 300
languages, including 200 Aboriginal languages,
are spoken in our community. The diversity of the
Australian society needs 1o be understood and ac-
cepted and provided for by Government and the
community at large.

Different groups must be able to interact freely
while sharing a common commitment to social
and national ideals. Multiculturalism has impli-
cations for attitudes and actions on the part of ail
of us and places particular responsibility on those
serving the needs of migrants.

The fact that this Government is accepting its
responsibilities is reflected in this legislation and
in the establishment of a multicultural and ethnic
affairs commission, charged with the responsi-
bility of providing programmes 10 meet these
needs. Ethnic groups must be free to retain and
express their ethnic identity without sacrificing
their rights of equal access to the community’s re-
sources.

In conclusion, 1 would like 10 express my hope
for the future: That multicultural Australia will
mature enough to achieve independent status by
1988.

MR DAVIES (Vicloria Park—Minister for
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs) [10.14 p.m.]: 1
thank both the member for Floreat and the mem-
ber for Perth for their contributions. The member
for Floreat spoke with an obvious understanding
of a situation he confronted when he arrived in
Australia. He would not 1ypify the average immi-
grant who might neced this sort of assistance;
nonetheless | can appreciate his thinking on this
matter. The situation he found may not apply pre-
cisely to the sitvation confronted by people who
have come 10 these shores much later than he did.
Indeed, some of them have arrived just in the past
couple of weeks.

When 1 got around to drafting this Bill, | tried
1o keep it as simple as possible. We have achieved
that. It is not an involved Bill, 1t is one that sets
out quite clearly what we hope to do, but the
interpretation, of course, is in the eyes of the
reader. | have used terms such as “broadly” and
*‘as far as possible™ in the Bill. Broadly, we will be
able to ensure that there is no discrimination or
bias for or against any particular ethnic group,
and that is important. We do not want people in
those groups to be in a privileged position, but we
wanl (o make certain that those people who come
to WA, who give us the benefit of their labours
and skills, for whatever rcason they might have
come here, arc able 1o play a part in the com-
munity to the lullest extent possible.
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When dralting the Bill, I thought it might be
an idea to research the Liberal Party's policy
speech to see what that party’s feelings were on
this problem, but | regret 1o say that nowhere in
the policy speech put out by the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr Ray O’Connor) could I find any
mention of multiculturalism, immigration, or any-
thing that in any way brushed against the subject
with which we are dealing tonight. It must have
been a very bad oversight and, as | said in my
opening address, my figures broadly compare with
those quoted by the member for Perth. The last
census showed that 20 per cent of Australian
people did not have English as their monther
tongue, and that is a fairly large group in the
people who comprise our society. These ethnic
commissions have been found to do some very
pood work. In New South Wales, the concept was
entered into with a flourish, followed by South
Australia and Victoria, which has had its com-
mission for about 12 months only. | was con-
cerned 10 try to assess the effectiveness of those
commissions, and to use that assessment to help in
our proposals.

1 found that in South Australia the commission
which was set up by a previous Liberal Govern-
ment was under assessment, and it was only just
before I introduced this Bill that | received the re-
port of the person who had been doing that assess-
ment. 1 am delighted to say that the Bili which we
had written was almost on all-fours with the type
of commission that had been recommended ta be
applied in South Australia. At least we have
found some common ground and have probably
identified the problems and the areas in which we
hope 1o provide assistance.

In the first Victorian annual report, which 1
read only a week or 10 days ago, there appears a
quotation from the Aboriginal poet, Kath Walker,
as follows—

We are a multi-cultural people, but we are
not a multi-cultural society.

That is very true. We want 10 see a society de-
velop into a homogenous society incorporating the
various etements which currently make up our so-
ciety.

Mr Mensaros: That is precisely what | said.

Mr DAVIES: That is exacily what the member
for Floreat expressed. It is 2 matier of how we go
about it, He remembers with a great deal of fond-
ness the Good Neighbour Council. Much of its
success was due to the fact that people wanted to
help those coming here from other countries and
wanted 10 see what could be done to help them
settle in.

Mr Burkeil: Hear, hear!
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Mr DAVIES: This is exactly what we propase
to do under this Bill. There will be only one full-
time official, but there will be 10 part-time
officials who will serve in a voluniary capacity,
and, if necessary, subcommittees will be set up
which can identify and pursue a particular prob-
lem which may be of concern. That will all be
done in a voluntary capacity, but I think we need
that leadership from the top.

The success or otherwise of this commission
will depend on the people we appoint to the board.
As 1 said during my second reading speech, it is
not my proposal to ensure we have one Aus-
tralian, one German, one Dutchman, one
Austrian, one Hungarian, one Chinese, and so
forth, on the commitiee. We will select people,
irrespective of their backgrounds, who are best
suited to serve that area which we want them to
serve. 1t will not matter whether they are ethnic
or Australian. We will be looking for the best
people we can get.

It is very true, as has been said by the member
for Floreat, that the development of our society
relates to the background of the people who make
il up. Since I have been the Minister responsible
for this area, i1 has been my pleasure to visit a
large number of these groups, and | have always
been very well received by them. | have seen some
splendid traditional dancing, singing, and so forth,
pul on by the various groups. | remember in par-
ticular one group of dancers from the Austrian
Club—every one of those dancers was as ocker as
Vegemite. They were born and bred in Australia,
but they took great pride in their tradilionat
dances and traditional costumes. 1 think that is
what we are aiming at. We want them all to be-
come part of our society.

All that is good will remain, and ail that has no
attraction will wane and eventually disappear. We
will have a great society made up of all these eth-
nic groups. People have come to this country for
various reasons and they want 10 be part of our
socicty: and they will be part of it.

People will always try to live together in their
groups, and | do not want 1o stop that from hap-
pening. One has to go only to Earl’s Court in
London, an English-speaking city, to see that

Australians dominate in that area. Of course,

even in Perth, we find different ethnic groups
dominate in certain suburbs. They will all merge
and develop into a society which will throw up the
very best of what they have got and strengthen
our hope that we will develop into a much more
undersianding society in future.

Gone are the days when people came here and
were told they had to like Holden cars, meat pies,
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tomato sauce, and Australtan rules football.
Thank goodness those days have gone.

Mr Tonkin: Hear, hear!

Mr DAVIES: There is much more to enjoy
from the cultures which come here and which
have not been forced upon us. 1 know we have a
lot to be thankful for in the people who come
here. They do have problems-~language problems
and others—and while we want to ensure that
they are not disadvantaged in any way, we do not
want to give them a particular advantage.

I do not think I have anything mere to say, ex-
cept to again thank the member for Floreat for
his contribution, because he speaks from experi-
ence and from the heart. I do not look upon him
as being atypical. [ think he is probably a special
migrant and, if we had other migrants of his
background, education, and understanding, we
might not need this type of commission. Unfortu-
nately, they are not all in that line, and we do
nced to make certain that the people who come
here to build a better Australia are not disadvan-
taped.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett) in
the Chair; Mr Davies {(Minister for Multicultural
and Ethnic Affairs) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5 put and passed.
Clause 6: Membership of the Commission—

Mr MENSAROS: The Minister has expressed
his desire to appoint commissioners who are not
necessarily representatives of various ethnic
groups, but this would be against the provisions of
the Bill. Subclause (2) states that, in nominating
a person for appointment as a member, the Minis-
ter “shall” ensure, as far as is practicable, that
the commission is representative of the person and
communities of diverse origins, languages and cul-
ture. 1 do not wish to propose any amendment,
but I submit that it will be difficult for the Minis-
ter—using the word “shall’—to ensure thai re-
sult. [ think he would be better advised to use the
words “shall attempt” to ensure, as far as is prac-
ticable, ctc. ) _ )

I think it is an inconvenient situation for the
Minister 1o be in because it will be absolutely im-
possible to ensure those requirements of the com-
mission being representative.

Mr DAVIES: 1 did underline those words when
the member spoke about this matter earlier. I do
not pretend that it will be an casy job 1o get the
spread that | would like. When we were dis-
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cussing the drafting of this legislation, we did
think about including the word *shail”. | think
that highlights the difficulties we are likely 10 en-
counter, but again, with the 10 members ap-
pointed by the Governor, we appoint some for one
year, some for two years, and some for three
years. After 12 months’ experience, if we find we
have erred, we will be able to make an adjustment
without waiting for a full three years.

A large number of people have offered their
services on this committee and one of the diffi-
culties we will have will be, from that large
number, to pick out the best available. While I do
not presume to suggest the task will be an easy
one, it will be made that much more easy by the
people who have offered to assist.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 7 to 12 put and passed.
Clause 13: Functions of the Commission—

Mr MENSAROS: | was reminded by one of
the groups which will be affected by this legis-
lation about the provision of subclause (1) (a);
namely, that the functions of the commission are
to investigate, report upon, and make recommen-
dations to the Minister on any matter relevant to
this Act referred to it by the Minister. The query
is: Once the commission is established and work-
ing properly, if the commission wants to bring a
matter to the Minister’s attention and that matter
has not been referred to it by the Minister, what
should be done? | know there are ways around it
because these people can go to an officer and ask
him to draft an instruction for the Minister to
sign. So it is undesirable that the commission
should be able to investigate, report upon, and
make recommendations only if the Minister asks
it to do so.

Mr DAVIES: When we were drafting this
legislation, 1 was in some doubt as 10 whether this
matter should be contained in paragraph (a) or
(h) of subclause (1). 1 did not know whether to
make it the most important or the least important
parl of the subclause. If we are to rate the various
clauses, there is always one to be placed before
another. | consider this to be an all-embracing
clause, because if the committee is not able to do
the things it is charged to do, the Minister can say
that something has been left out of the legislation
and it is something the Minister should look at.
He can then make that request.

1 think the other clauses as they stand cover
most if not all of the matters which are set out in
the objects of the legislation. Thereflore, the
functions of the committee are put into effect. If
there is any omission which is apparent, the Min-
ister can refer that to the committee and ask it to
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look at the matter. It is as simple as thai. Any
subject that needs to be looked at will be attended
to, even if i1 is not specified.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 14 to 19 put and passed.
Clause 20: Regulations—

Mr MENSAROS: This clause has nothing to
do with the aim of the legislation or the subject
matter of the Bill. If we were to discuss conten-
tious issues, | have had plenty of experience deal-
ing with such issues—] can remember sitting in
exactly the same place the Minister sits now when
discussing the fuel emergency legislation and the
Opposition members spent hour after hour saying
how cruel the regulation-making powers in that
legislation were—but | have not seen any regu-
lation-making provisions or power in any Act of
Parliament as wide as this. [t states that the
Governor may make regulations prescribing all
matters which are required or permitted to be
prescribed or which are necessary or convenient
for carrying out or giving effect to the Act.

I am not necessarily against this provision; |
just want to bring this situation to the attention of
the Chamber. Whenever an Opposition wants to
put its foot into something, it always takes the
rcgulatory powers and powers of delegation and
says how horrible they are. Of course, it depends
on which side of the Chamber one is sitling.

I just wanted to comment on that from a legal
and drafting point of view and say that it is poss-
ibly the widest drafting of regulatory powers 10 be
allowed.

Mr DAVIES: | think T would agree with the
member that this clause probably has the widest
provisions of that particular type of clause that 1
have seen in a Bill. I think it concerns the afficers
in the Crown Law Department. Perhaps they sud-
denly dislike the way a certain thing has been
written for years; they may now find it
inadequate; or a new officer may come into the
department and wish to express a certain point in
a particular form. I hape I do not see anything
sinister in this clause. It has been just as much of
concern to me while on this side of the Chamber
as it was when | was on the other side of the
Chamber. | hope that this power which we are
giving to the Governor will be used wisely.

Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.
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Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Davies
(Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs),
and transmitted 10 the Council.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REV-
ENUE FUND) BILL

in Committece

Resumed from 22 November. The Chairman of
Committees (Mr Barnett) in the Chair; Mr Briaa
Burke (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Progress was reported after Division 51 had
been agreed to.

Division 52: Agriculture, $49 122 0600—

Mr OLD: While | had a fair deal 1o say in the
gencral debate on the Budget in regard to
agriculture, there are a few points | would like to
raise in the Committee stage.

1 would like to quote from what has been re-
corded in Hansard in the past about the presen-
tation of Budgets. Perhaps when we, as poli-
ticians, speak in this Chamber, it is as well we re-
member that at some time we may perhaps be sit-
ting on another side of the Chamber and we may
have something that we said quoted back to us,
and those remarks may not fit into the present
scene. | hark back to 4 November last year when
the member for Warren spoke on the Division
concerning agriculture and he said—

i will turn now 1o this Division. | preface
my comments, as § did in speaking to the mo-
tion for the revocation of the dedication in
regard to Siate forests, by saying that once
again an inordinate deficiency and paucity of
information is apparent. I will demonstrate in
a mement what this leads to, and the unfor-
tunatc effects that the Government was liable
to bring about, and is bringing about, with
the trend of this tegislation.

This is my main point. It conlinues—-

I recall that during my earlier years as a
member of this Chamber each Minister pres-
ented his section of the Budger. He did a
great deal of highlighting the achievements
of this department, a course which gave a
much better understanding to the members
of this House of the many paints that
otherwise would not have been raised. Some-
times explanations were given in response o
an interjection. but the finer aspects of the
administration of cach department were
given. 1L is noted with regret that on this oc-
casion the total Government contribution 10
the debate on agriculiure is four paragraphs
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in the Treasurer’s speech. It is just bare
bones.

Several members interjected.
Mr Tonkin: Hard times.

Mr OLD: I allowed a few minutes for the Min-
ister to say whalt he now feels about the inordinate
deficiency and paucity of information, but he has
passed up the opportunity.

There were four paragraphs concerning
agriculture in the Budget speech last year, but
there is not one word about agriculture in the
speech this year. There are times when one should
be very careful about the comments one passes
while in Opposition.

Mr Tonkin: You arc in Opposition, remember.

Mr OLD: I will certainly take note of my re-
marks, but | think 1 would like to remind the
Minister of what he said last year because it
really is something that is worth quoting. He goes
on 1o say—

Firstly the Treasurer referred to the total
allocation of $43.7 million, and indicated
that was a 14.3 per cenl increase over the
previous year. So be it, but, at the same time,
that increase must be put in perspective—

He then referred to inflation, etc.

I repeat that this is a miserable Budget as far
as agriculture is concerned and | will come back
to the speech from which 1 have been quoting
shortly when we refer to some of the items.

Mr Blaikie: It wasn’t the member for Warren
who made those comments?

Mr OLD: Yes, it was the member for Warren.
Mr Blaikie: He must be embarrassed.

Mr QLD: I do not think so. I think he realises
the error of his ways in not presenting some notes
in Agriculture. However, in all fairness [ must
add that my understanding, as far as the presen-
tation of Budgets by Ministers is concerned, is
that it went out some time ago. After the Oppo-
sition members have bhad time to study the
Budpget, if they do not have any comments to
make, it is clear to the Ministers concerned that
they agree with what is presented to them. | can
assure members that [ do not agree with the way
this Budget has been presented and, in fact, when
we look at the increase in expenditure in the
1982-83 financial ycar, we find it was 17.7 per
cent. In 1982-83, the increase over the 1982-83
financial year was 9.1 per cent. which, when in-
flation is taken into account, is a negative factor
of 1.9 per cent; in other words, it appears the
Budget has gone backwards.
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I made the point in speaking during the second
reading stage that this Goverament has not given
enough thought to the production sectors of the
Budget and particularly 1o agriculture.

I conclude on that note and will continue my
remarks when the various items are discussed.

Mr EVANS: | noted with considerable interest
the remarks of the member for Katanning-Roe
and those he made earlier in his contribution to
the Budget debaie which are now recorded in
Hansard, | think it was a little uncharitable of
him and a little out of keeping for him to describe
this as the lousiest Budget seen in this House for
some years.

Mr Old: 1 was at a loss for words.

Mr EVANS: As a matter of fact, | think he
may have some cause to regret that because I
have been looking at some figures.

Mr Old; You have not been looking at them;
your economisis have been doing that. Outl comes
the file.

Mr EVANS: | have 1aken out the figures for
the last 10 years and they are rather revealing. I
would like 10 draw atiention 1o the Opposition’s
record in recognising the significant contribution
of agriculture in this Stale over the years. Oppo-
sition members have claimed many times to be
the only ones to understand agriculture, and to be
the guardians and watchdogs of the rural areas.
One would expect to find a record of great sup-
port for agricultural research, to give one
example, in the nine years in which the Oppo-
sition had the opportunity to do something about
1L,

It has become evident that over the years re-
search has helped the agricultural industries to ai-
lain the level of productivity that has been
achieved, and which was in the order of $2.4
billion as of last year. | do not need to detail the
increcases  in  turn-off of stock—beefl and
sheep—bul  agriculture has been a great
investment for Western Ausiralia. The full accord
that should have been given to agriculture did not
come about.

Over the last 10 years the State funds for de-
partmental staff and staff support have increased
only by six per cent—Iless than one per cent a year
for each of thosc years when the Opposition had
the opportunity to do something. An extended
programme should have been put in place over a
period of nine years, and it was not.

Mr Bryce: They let the farmers down.

Mr EVANS: They were nine lean years. As a
resull the Department of Agriculture has increas-
ingly had to scck supporl frem industry funds and
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has done that well. It has established a reputation
that has attracted industry funds from the AMLC
and a number of other sources.

In 1982 a change was made in Budget pro-
cedure and the Auditor General's comment drew
atiention to the presentation and the fact that
there needed to be a greater accountability of in-
dustry funds. As a result the present system was
adopted. It has tended 1o occlude precisely the
sources of the different funds, and the Treasurer
has indicated he will take some action to ensure
greater clarity and specific identification.

1 would like to dwell for a moment on several
points, not the least of which is the difficulty that
agriculture has experienced, and where it stands
in relation to funding in Western Australia, ]
have already mentioned that while the depari-
ment has increased its activilies and its pro-
ductivity of agricullural products gener-
ally—bearing in mind that was the criteria the
IAC used—the increase of 32 per cent has had a
bearing on the funding received. Departmental
staff has not increased 10 maich the State Public
Service increase which is in excess of 30 per cent.
The Department of Agriculture’s increase has
been six per cent; in that period its role and scope
has been exiended and the State's productivity
has increased. Despite that, there was a miserable
reaction from the Government over the last nine
years.

Mr Old: Strong words.

Mr EVANS: Yet the member for Katanning-
Roe has the temerity 1o say that this is the
lousiest Budget he has ever seen. He must have
had his eyes closed.

Mr Old: What percentage increase in staff is
there this year?

Mr EVANS: | will come back to the percent-
age figures in a moment and deal with them and
make comparisons.

Mr Old: You will
yourself.

Mr EVANS: Hold on! Let us make a critical
examtnation of what has transpired to cause
agriculture to be in such dire need for research in
this State if it is to be able 10 maintain the pro-
ductivity of the rural producer. Unless that is
done we will fall behind in a very competitive
world. We allocate less 10 research in Western
Australia, and have done so in the last decade,
than does the rest of Australia; and Australia is
behind other countries, particularly the most ad-
vanced countries. The figure shown in the present
Budget is something in excess of 1i per cent.
When this is analysed more closely one sees the
industry funds bring the CRF contribution to 6.7

be batiling to defend
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per cent or 6.8 per cent. According to the Budget
papers over the last decade, staff intreases in
people-oriented portfalios have increased dramati-
cally; in education the increase has been 50 per
cent; in the Police Force, 62 per cent; corrections,
123 per cent; public health, over 200 per cent;
mental health, 64 per cent; and hospitals, 37 per
cent. They are all very considerable expansions.
By way of contrast, the average increase for
agriculture for the period was six per cent.

I remind the member for Katanning-Roe that
Hansard is a very good research document when
situations like this arise.

I refer the Member 10 remarks he made in the
Budget debate as follows—

One must be very competitive for money
within the Cabinet in times such as these. |
know that generally Ministers are keen 1o
snap up any morsels of money that come
aleng. However, such actions must be taken
with a fair amount of enthusiasm if a Minis-
ter is to serve his department well. I exhort
the current Minister to do his best to try 10
have that position rectified because there wil
be a great deal of reaction from the industry.

Although the member for Katanning-Roe
makes that statement, his record over his entire
stewardship of the post of Minister for
Agriculture is even less; a six per cent average in
numbers. Some matters were entirely ignored and
when taiking of assistance to agriculture, we must
consider the full gambit of the measures pres-
ented. In the ecight months that the present
Government has been in office, we find very re-
alistic financial support has been given to the
Manjimup cannery; the opportunity to make it vi-
able. Il required assistance in the order of
$800 000. That is not a bad gesture lowards the
horticultural industries of this State; without the
existence of the cannery they would be in trouble.

| also point out the loss sustained by the mar-
keting division of Robb Jetty. The reason for this
loss was the maaner in which the previous
Government sel the abattoir up without giving it
powers or access to finance of its own. It had to
obtain finance by borrowing and the interest debt
has been slowly strangling it and getting it further
into trouble. As a consequence, this Government
has picked up the tab for $130000 for 1982-83
and for the first half of 1983-84, a further
$65000. This is a total of $195000 and it is
something that was brought about by the efforts
of the previous Government.

1 draw attention Lo the contribution to the com-
puterised cattle auction selling systern for which a

November 1983] 5137

capital contribution has been made and a further
$54 000 paid.

Mr Old: That was all fixed up before you were
clected.

Mr EVANS: Yes, but the arrangement of the
finance was not. We made the finance available.
The member has the temerity to criticise the
paucity of the funds in the present Budget, but let
us look at the full situation. Amounts of
$800 000, $195000, and $54 000 have been allo-
cated and | do not think we are doing too badly.

1 refer 1o the amalgamation of the artificial
breeding board and the dairy herd improvement
scheme into one organisation. That one body will
now have the chance 1o become viable and get
itself out of the morass into which it had fallen. A
considerable amount of expenditlure was necessary
to do this. As a matter of fact, $185000 was
involved in writing off the debt of the artificial
breeding board and a further contribution of
$81 000 will be made for this year. Again this is
not a bad contribution. li is expenditure on
agriculture of the typc upon which the previous
Government did not embark.

Mr Old: [t is extrancous to the Budget.

Mr EVANS: The member is happy to disas-
sociate it from the Budget. The truth is that the
Government has provided the funds.

Mr Old: We are discussing a CRF Budget.

Mr EVANS: We are discussing the subject in
the way the member did when he criticised the
Government. He was happy to do that.

Mr Old: T am still happy to do so, because you
have not redeemed yourself one iota at this stage.
The amount of $100 000 is chickenfeed compared
with what we are talking about.

Mr EVANS: Amounts of $300 000, $195 000,
$54 000 and $185 000 are not chickenfeed.

Mr Old: You have the Meat Commission tied
up in there.

Mr EVANS: Where does the member think the
money came from to bale it out of trouble afler
the previous Government got it into a mess?

Mr Old: You really have not proved your point.

Mr EVANS: If the member will bear with me
a little further, T will look at a few other matters.
There will be an inquiry into Government
involvement in the meat industry.

Mr Old: Aren’t we waiting for those terms of
reference?

Mr EVANS: The Liberal Government has
done nothing to date and it had nine years of
Government; what a job it did. A loss of $4
million was sustained at Robb Jetty.
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Mr Old: That is wrong. There was a $4 million
loss in the Meat Commission and you stopped the
sale of Midland which would have relieved the
debt and interest burden on the commission.

Mr EVANS: | am glad the member raised that;
the debt at Midland Junction Abattoir is between
$14 million and 315 million and the annual
interest is $1.2 million. That is what the taxpayers
are shelving out lor the mess made by the pre-
vious Government.

Mr Old: You are stopping the sale of the assets.

Mr EVANS: It was halted 1o enable the office
of the Minister for Planning to ensure a study was
made to ascerlain whether there was any use to
which the Midland abattoir could be put. There
are five magnificent cool stores, each one the size
of a football ground, and to see them standing
there is, to say the lcast, heartbreaking, particu-
larly if one has previously seen them in full oper-
ation. A study has been completed and the draft
report is now with the Minister. One of the as-
pecis being considered is the relocation of the
Meiropolitan Markets: that was the core point of
the study carried oul by the planning department.
Finality will probably be reached by way of a rec-
ommendation, but it would appear from an initial
appraisal, as far as | can gather, that Midland is
not suitable for a market site. Nabody can suggest
what can be done.

A $14 million debt was created and we on this
side saw thc inevitability of the consequences as it
proceeded siep by step. This great edifice is
double the size it should be, through the stupidity
and pig-headedness of the Liberal-National
Country Party coalition Government. We saw
that occurring. We have now inherited that debt
and picked up the mess.

I now refer to Lhe cost of the two inquiries: the
inquiry into the involvement of Government in the
meat indusiry and the inquiry into the potato
marketing industry. That is another area of
neglect which should not have occurred and which
would not have under this Government. In total,
one is talking in terms of $60 000 1o $80 000.

Some aspects of the policies of the previous
Government were good and they will give us a
great opportunity to expand. However, in the field
of land dcgradation and restoration there was
further neglect. We have accounted for $237 000
for the Fitzroy River regeneration for the coming
ycar.

Mr Old: What was the state of the Fitzroy
when you were the Minister? Was (here any
degradation in 1971-74?

Mr EVANS: We were fully involved in sctting
up the Ord River regeneration scheme and estab-
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lishing the research station there, It occupied the
full resources and the member must admit 1hat
has been a success story.

Mr Old: The point 1 was making was that it
was not something new which happened in the
last few years.

Mr EVANS: Tt is something new, but give
credit where it is due, we have come to grips with
it, even in a short time.

Mr Old: We started the Fitzroy generation
scheme. Did you start it up?

Mr EVANS: We have made a much greater—

Mr Old: Of course you have made a major con-
tribution to it because it is an ongoing thing.

Mr EVANS: We have done it, The member’s
Government did not put up anything like that.
What was i1~—3$80 0007 We have multiplied that
by three. We have come to grips with the matter
in a much tighter Budget situation than the past
Government had.

Several members interjected.

Mr EVANS: | do not think that there is any
further point [ wish to make at this stage. | will
content myself with responding to particular
items as they arise. At least we have the matter in
perspective.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances—

Mr RUSHTON: | would like an explanation
from the Minister about the situation in regard to
vacant positions. | know last year the allocation
was something like 3500 000. This year it is $1
million. 1 wonder whether he has an explanation
for that huge provision.

Mr COWAN: [ wish to deal with the same sub-
ject—1the 51 vacant positions. My guery is a little
more specific. The Minister will be aware, if he is
performing his duties, that a great deal of press-
ure is being placed on farmers, particularly in re-
gard to financial matters. | am talking not only of
short-term finance because of poor seasonal con-
ditions, but also of the level of borrowings against
equily, a level which has been rising quite rapidly
over the last few years. | would like the Minister
to inform the Chamber whether there is likely to
be more advice on finance and financial matters
to members ol the agricultural industry as a result
of the filiing of these positions. There is a desper-
ate nced for this. To my knowledge, some mort-
gapee siles have been conducted already in agri-
cultural regions. As the Minister should know,
morigagors have no control over what happens in
the sales and they have been forced to leave their
farms. Some people have been forced to sell their
properties and recoup nothing, after a lifetime of
work. I hope that for this expenditure of more
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than §1 million provision will be made for better
financial advice to members of the agricultural in-
dustry.

Mr OLD: | have four queries on this item. The
first concerns the staffing of the Minister's
office—the number of staff shown is two. On 26
October | asked the Minister how many staff
were employed in his office and the titles of the
individual officers. He replied, “Four”, and he in-
dicated that he bhad a private secretary, a sec-
retary-stenographer, a typist, and an agricultural
adviser on secondment from the Department of
Agriculiure part time.

1 am certainly not going 10 accuse the Minister
of misleading the Chamber. 1 am quite sure that
at no time did he run his office with a stalf of
two. If he did, | will stand corrected.

He may say that he had a staff of only two. He
had a girl seconded from the Department of
Agriculture, which makes three, and a part-time
Press secretary from the Department of
Agriculture, which makes four. One cannot fill
one’s office up with part-time staff and then say
one has a staff of two. In answer to my question,
he freely admitted that he had an agricultural ad-
viser on secondment from the Department of
Agriculture, part time. 1 think the Minister owes
us an cxplanation as to the reason the Estimates
show he has only two staff members.

Last year, when we were discussing the Budget
in itetns, the member for Warren was very critical
of the fact that the Herbarium had been badly
treated. His words were that this was a
magnificent building, it did a wonderfue! job, and
it deserved better treatment than it had been
given. The treatment is that it now has two fewer
staff. Whereas in 1982-83 the actual expenditure
was $439 000, this year it is $406 000. Perhaps he
would like to indicate the reason he has allowed
the Herbarium to run down in staff by two. |
would remind him of what he said, and that is
that the WA Herbarium, which is one of the most
outstanding buildings in Western Australia, had
received only a $5 000 increase.

]I note that extension scrvices have been
downgraded by $1 000. They have now received a
decrease of $33. 1 believe that the Committee
would be interested 10 hear the reasons for this.

Mr EVANS: Starting firstly with the Her-
bartium, | think the member for Katanning-Roe
would be aware thai last year national biological
research funds were available to the Herbarium.
These funds were reduced significantly, so the
contribution from CRF is in elfect a 7.7 per cent
increase.
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As far as my own staff arc concerned there are
still four: a secretary, a stenographer—

Mr Old: A clerk-typist.

Mr EVANS: Yes, and also Mr John Lawson,
who, as the member would know, has come from
the deparment—

Mr Old: He was on The Agricultural Gazette.

Mr EVANS: His role is largely in that field,
and in the field that the termn “adviser” would
suggest. It is something of a misnomer. In that
case, although 1 chose to mention two salaried
officers, 1wo are in the classification purely in the
Minister’s office, the others are on secondment. I
am not sure whether the second two would actu-
ally show. If the member is concerned about that,
[ can supply him with details.

Mr Old: Actually you have four persons in your
office.

Mr EVANS: Oh, yes. | have never tried to
deny that.

Mr Old: 1 am not accusing you of misleading.

Mr EVANS: The point raised by the member
for Merredin is one about which 1 have had some
concern over a period of time. My concern goes
back to the Agricultural Council meeting earlier
this year when it was raised. It also played a
major role in obtaining funds from the Federal
Government ta increase the rural adjustment
authority capacity. We were able 1o get some-
thing like a doubling of funds.

Mr Cowan: They do not give advice.

Mr EVANS: This is the major source of
funding 1o which we are looking to meet this pos-
ition. 1 know it will never be adequate. Therefore,
several months ago I put a proposition to Cabinet
which was accepted. That proposition was that
the role of the Rural Adjustment Authority be
examined. That examination is being carried out
at the moment and consideration is being given to
several ways in which the operations of the auth-
ority may be expanded. 11 is hoped also that its
funding will be increased, but it is early days yet.

Last weekend 1 was disturbed to read an article
in the Press which made predictions before the
harvesters were in the paddocks. That was regret-
table and it did not do a great deal of good for the
rural industries. ’ -

I turn now to the increased availability of econ-
omic expertise. Every endeavour will be made in
this regard, bearing in mind Budget limitations
with which we must always contend.

The member for Dale referred to unfilled
vacancies in the Department of Agriculture. In a
department of that size there will always be ap-



5140

proximately 50 unfilled vacancies as a resull of
retirements, people geiting married, transfers out
of the system, and the like. Difficulty is also being
experienced as a result of the Treasury recruit-
mentl policy this vear and, once again, we must
operate within Budget limitations.

Mr BLAIKIE: | understand the Government is
in the process of introducing an apprenticeship
scheme in the agricultural industry. While such a
scheme could come under the provisions of the In-
dustrial Training Act, | believe that more appro-
priately it should come within the realm of the
Minister for Agriculiure. | would have expected
his department to have a substantial influence on
sctting the guidclines, establishing the terms of
apprenticeship, and assisting in the apprenticeship
training programmes,

The concept of establishing a farm apprentice-
ship or cadet scheme was recommended by the
Honorary Royal Commission on the dairy indus-
try. When one looks at the salaries paid and the
officers employed by the Department of
Agriculwure, it is natural 10 expect the department
would be involved in the establishment of the
scheme.

The setting up of an apprenticeship training
scheme is of great imporiance to the agricultural
industry. Three or four years ago a scheme of a
limited nature operated in the Moora region. The
scheme | am interested in seeing established now
would not only relate ta agricultural areas, but
would also train people on the job in the skills of
farm and station work.

It is envisaged that the term of an apprentice-
ship would be for a preliminary period of three
years and there would be a three month pro-
bationary period initially. Such a probationary
period would give the apprentice the opportunity
to sce whether he was suitable for farm work and,
likewise, the employer could establish whether the
individual was right for the job.

| understand the apprenticeship agreement
would cover both the sons and daughters of
existing farmers. Technical college training would
be required as well, because praclical and theor-
etical training go hand in hand.

Such a scheme would have a wide impact on
the technical education scrvices in Western Aus-
tralia. The Agriculture Depariment is the appro-
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priate body to be involved in establishing these
courses in conjunction with the Education Deparl-
ment. It would be a tripartite arrangement be-
tween the industrial officers and the education
officers, with the Department of Agriculture
being involved. I would expect the Department of
Agriculture to be the Government agency which
would play the greatest role in establishing such a
scheme and laying down State regulations.

Providing the scheme is set up within the
guidelines laid down by the Commonwealth, re-
bates should be available to employers to compen-
sate for each day the apprentice is away from
work attending a technical college daing a
training course. Such rcbates are available in
other areas and there is no reason that they
should not apply to agriculture. Accommodation
expenses would be covered also.

The introduction of farming apprenticeships in
this State is a new concept and a very important
one. [t will assist agricultural industrics, encour-
age young people to return to the Jand, and pro-
vide subsidies to encourage employers to take on
young people. [f agriculture is 10 have a future,
young people need to be trained in all these as-
pects and all the technical expertise available will
be necessary.

Would the Minister indicate what he sees as
being the role of the officers of his department? I
would expect the Agriculture Department would
play an important role in formulating policies and
assisting with the technical programmes one
would expect farm apprentices to be involved in.

Mr EVANS: There is no question that, as the
member for Vasse indicated, a need exists for
qualified young people in agricultural industries.
It is difficult for farmers 1o obtain reliable labour
and the type of labour necessary today when they
must entrust pieces of equipment worth over
$100000 to the care of employees. It is clear
these people must be well trained and reliable.

Therefore, 1 do not doubt landholders desire
that labour be 1rained for that purpose. The mem-
ber for Vassc was right when he indicated such a
scheme would require input from the Education
Department as well as the Agriculture Depart-
ment. After all, that will be the source of the
funding.
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That type of project would certainly see a role ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
for the Department of Agriculture. | acknowledge ] -
this, but [ also acknowledge that the problem in HMR TONKIN (M-orley Sx_van Leader of the
geiting 1o the stage the member envisages would ouse) [“_'25 pm.J: I remind members of the
also be very great. strong possibility that we will be sitting on Friday.

Division 52 put and passed. I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Progress
Quecstion put and passed.

Progress reported and leave given to sit again,
House adjourned at 11.26 p.m.

on motion by Mr Tonkin (Leader of the House).
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TRANSPORT: SERVICES
Recommendation: Cost
Mr RUSHTON. to the Minister for

Transpori:

{n

(2)

(3

(4)

(5)

Mr
N

(3)

Reflerring 1o the Co-ordinator General
of Transport’s annual report for
1983—1able 2 on page 15 showing the
annual  cost to  the Treasury of
reintroducing services with the re-
commended frequencies, will he now
show the revised figures for each of the
five years including the cost of labour
and the additional refurbishing cost
which has been incurred?
(a) Regarding the ilem “Minus
avoidable linc-line cosis™ did these
figurcs include a capital content;

(b) if *Yes” will he siate the amount
for cach of the five years?

For what 1crm was the purchase of the

linc-line buses arranged?

What portion of the metropolitan rail
passenger service of about $22 million
for 1983-84 can be applied to the Perth-
Fremantle service?

Referring 10 item (4), il he is not able 10
be precisc, is it about $6 million?

GRILL replicd:

The figures, which were reproduced
from the Co-ordinator General of
Transport’s report on the reintroduction
of passenger rail services between Perth
and Fremantle, April 1983, remain the
best cstimates available and are beheved
still 10 be accurate.

(a} and (b).The figures were estimated
on the basis that the release of the line-
linc buses from service between Perth
and Fremantle would permit older buses
lo be sold for an estimated $240 000 in
year on¢. Had the linc-line buses been
disposed of instcad, further net annual
savings of approximatety $200 000 per
ycar could have been expected, including
the saving on leasing costs.

Individuai buscs were not completely
dedicated to the linc-line service, but the
17 articulated buses initially obtained to
enable the service 1o operate were
leased. not purchased. The leases were
for 10 years with a renewal option at the
end of that period.

(4) and (5) As the member well knows, the

$22 million includes an allocation of
costs for items shared by both passenger
and freight services. This allocation to
suburban railways has been increased in
line with the additional services now op-
erating. By the same token, the share al-
located to freight services has been
reduced. The additional cost 10 the
Treasury, and 1o the 1axpayer, of the re-
introduced rail services on the Perih-
Fremantle linc, estimated to be incurred
during the financial year of 1983-84 is
$1.3 million, which includes $0.5 million
for refurbishing and allows for the
savings in bus costs.

A [urther amount, for the reallocation of
costs [rom freight to the Perth-
Fremantle passenger services, will also
be charged by Westrail, reducing
Westrail's deficit by $2 million and in-
creasing MTT's deficit by $2 million.
Similarly, revenue which would have
been earned by buses will now be earned
by trains. The resultant 1983-84 ac-
counting figure estimated for the sub-
urban railway *‘deficit” would amount
1o $31.3 million less without the Perth-
Fremanlie scrvices; that is, $18.6 million
instead of the $21.9 million estimated
for all three services.

In summary—
For 1983-84

Refurbishing cost $0.5m
Additional rail ¢ost $2.1m
less saving in bus costs $1.3m

Net cost 1o laxpayer $1.3m
Casls translerred 1o $2.0m
MTT from Westrail

Total exirapayment  $4.6m

for rail by M —_—

less Revenue carned $1.3m
by rail instead of bus

Increase in suburhan $3.3m
rail “deficin”

offset by reduciion in $2.0m

Westrail delicit

STATE FINANCE
Budget: Miscellaneous Services

2139, Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Premier:
(1) How many positions will be created, and

in which areas, from the provision for
new staff allocation of $1 950000 as
provided in the Misccilancous Services
vole for the year ending 30 Junc 19847
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fow many of these positions have

already been filled, and in what areas?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1} Premier. Treasurer, Minisier Co-
ordinating Economic and Social
Developmient, and  Minister  for
Forests, lourism and Women's
Interests 82
Deputy Premicr and Minister for
Economic Devetopment and Tech-
nology .
Minister for Indusirial Relations 3
Altorney  General, Minister for
Inter-Governmental Refations and
Defence Linison.  Prisons  and
Minister Assisting the Treasurer 2
Minister for  Water Resources,
Consumer Affairs and Partiamen-
tary and Electoral Reform 2
Minister for Police and Emcrg-
ency Services and Local Govern-
ment 3
Minister  for the  Environment,
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs,
and the Arts 3
Minister fur Agriculture,

Fisheries and Wildlite, and Minis-
ter Assisting the Minisier for For-
N1 1
Minister for Education 43
Minister for Heilth 20
Minister for Works and Lands
ind Surveys 4
Minister for Employment and Ad-
minisirakive  Services, Planning,
and Minister Assisting Minisier
Co-ordinating  Economic  and
Suciit! Development 5
Minister Tor Transport. and Re-
wional  Development  and  the
Nurth West
Minister Tor Housing, Youth and
Communiny Services with special
respannibility for Aborigingl Al-
Firirs 10
Minister for Mines and Fuel and
Enerey 6
194
Nate
Forty of the 43 positions shown
under Minister for Education are
for junior clerical school leavers
who are 10 bc appointed in
February 10 hill vacancies that will
arise during the balance of the
financial ycar.
In other words these 40 positions
will be absorbed and are not per-
manently created.
()
Pusition | ilicd Area No of
Stafl
Telephunist Superanniation 1
Minsterial Officer Palice Depariment |
Ministetial Consuhant  Aboriginal AfTirs 1
R}

DAIRYING: MILK
Antibiotics: Contamination

2140. Mr MacKINNON, ta the Premier:

(1) When will the eflficiency audits into
Government depariments as previously
proposed by him commence?

{2) Who will carry out the audits?

{3) Who will determine which depariments
will be so audited?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1)} The first efficiency audit commissioned
by the Government, concerned the ari-
ficial breeding board and was com-
missioned on 7 June 1983,

(2) Efficiency audits will be carried oul by
the body most appropriate Lo the organ-
isation to be audited and the objectives
of each audit. Depending on the circum-
stances, the Siate Audit Department,
the Public Service Board, and the
Treasury Department may participale in
the carrying out of an efficiency audit.
Where required, privale consultants will
be commissioncd to carry out such
audits.

(3) Deccisions will be taken on the basis of
information supplicd by Ministers, and
special reviews and inquirics. The pri-
ority for cfficicncy audits is a Govern-
ment decision.

2160. This question wis postponed.

DAIRYING: MILK

Antibiotics: Contamination

2161, Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Agricullure:

(1) In the cheese manuflacturing industry,
how much milk has been thrown out be-
cause of antibiotic contamination?

{2} Arc slaughtered livesiock for buman
consumption tested for drug residucs?

(3) Il s0, what have been the results in the
last three years?

Mr EVANS replied:

{1) Unknown.

Antibiotics are rarcly incriminated as
the cause of failure of the cheese manu-
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lacturing process. Only five ol 7000
milk saomples tested in 1982-83 werc
positive for antibiotics.

HEALTH: TOBACCO
Deaths: Britain

(2} The Commonwealth Department of Pri- 2164, Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for

mary Industry regularly 1ests meat prod- Health:
ucts for drug residucs. {1) Docs he have information to the effect

{3) Testing in the last three years has shown
no rcason for concern.

HEALTH
Antibiotics: Resistance

2162. Mr BRADSHAW 10 the Minister for
Hcalth:

(1) In the article on the front page in the (2)

Daily News dated 3 November 1983, by
Bill Power on the uncontrolled use of re-
stricted antibiotics, does he, as the
articte states, also believe that an
average of two 10 three people die be-
cause of bacterial resistance to anti-
biotics?

(2} Does the Health Depariment carry out
checks on veterinary surgerics similar to

that—

(a) smoking causes the deaths of
100 000 Britons cach year;

(b} onc in threc cancer decaths in
Britain is caused by smaking;

(c) 250 of cvery 1000 young people
will die prematurcly in Britain be-
cause of cigarette smoking?

(a) Is he awarce of the belicl thal a
well known international sporting
ligure is being used by the tobacco
pushers and media as a decoy “a la
Hogan™ o dcceive and coerce
youngsters to start smoking tobac-
co:

(b) 1f “Yes™. what action can be taken
to stop this practice?

the method used by stlf or employces Mr HODGE replicd:

of the Duily News 1o sec il unsupervised
sales of S4 drugs arc made?

(3) Does the Public Health Department
carry oul regular checks on the flesh of
animals  for human  consumption for
antibiotic or any other drug residue?

{4) I s0. what have been the results in the
last three yoars?

Mr HODGE replicd:

(1) 1 am not aware of such cases.

{2) No. but this is being considercd.

(3) No.

{4) There is a continuing ongoing study by

(1} (a) to(c) Yes. | am awarc of the report

and it must be regarded as an ap-
palling tragedy. 1t is equally appal-
ling that the Opposition. with the
cxception of a few enlightened
members, emasculated the Govern-
ment’s Tobacce (Promotion and
Salc} Bill which threatens the suc-
cess of the untismoking campaign
which, together with the Bill, would
have been one  of the most
significant public health advances
in recent years.

the Commonwealth Department of Pri- (2) (@} 1 am not aware of the specific in-

mary Industry in conjunction with the
State. The sumples are 1aken from ex-
port works and provide o good indication
of the levels of antibiotics and other
drug residucs reaching consumers. | am
adviscd there is excellemt compliance
with the maximum residue limits set by
the National Health and Medical Re-
scarch Council and there is no evidence
af any significant cuarry over from their
use in animal husbandry to the food
supply.
2163, This guestion was postponed.

stance thc member refers o, but
the tobacco industry has a sad his-
tory of linking sport, and admired
sporting heroes, with  cigarclie
smoking 1o enhance their products’
appeal with the young.

(b) The only cffective actian is 10 legis-

late to prohibit advertising of cigu-
reltes.
In the absence of such legislation,
the only avenue [or action s
through the Advertising Standards
Council.
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2165, This question was postponed.

MEAT: INDUSTRY
Inquiry: Terms of Reference and Membership

2166. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:
When docs he intend announcing Llhe—

(a) terms of reference of the committee
of inquiry into the meat industry;
{b) names of the members of the com-
mittce of inquiry?
Mr EVANS replicd:

{(a) During the week 28 November—2
December 1983

{b) announced in The West Australian, 23
November 1983.

STOCK: SHEEP
Diseases: Tests

Mr OLD, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Is it the intention of the Department of
Agricullure to introduce compuisory
Lests for sheep flocks for specified sheep
discases?
(2) 1f“Yes"—
(a) when are the compulsory tests to
commence;
(b} what discases will be covered?
Mr EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) No.

2167.

TRAFFIC
Infringements: Fines
2168. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Police and Emergency Services:

(1) With respect to traffic infringement no-
tices how much was collected for the
financial years—

(a) 1981-82;

(b) 1982-83,1n
(1) the metropolitan area;
{ii) country arcas?

(2) In cach of the previous three financial
ycars, how many accidenis have there
been in which machinery classified as
“agricultural implement” has been
involved?

(3) On how many occasions was the cause
rclated 1o the agricultural implement?
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Mr CARR replied:

(1) (a) $4902087;
(b) $6177 701.

Separate amounts for metropolitan and
country arcas are not available.

{2) This type of accident is not defined by
the statistical section.

(3) Information is not available.

A vehicle licence is not required for an
agricultural implement being 1owed on a
road by anather vehicle. Accidents
involving agricultural implements are
not coded, they are included in statistics
as “accidents general”.

2169. This question was postponed.

RAILWAYS: WESTRAIL

Deficit: Projected Increase
2170. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:
Is the projected increase in the Westrail
deficit for 1983-84 from $46 million to
$£70 million the biggest increase in the
deficit in the history of Westrail?

Mr GRILL replied:
In actual dollars the projected $24
million increase in the deficit in 1983-34
is Lhe highest in the history of Westrail.
However, expressed on a percentage
basis (52 per cent) the increase has been
surpassed on several occasions e.g. 265

per cent in 1976-77 and 109 per cent in
1968-69.

2171, This question was postponed.

RAILWAYS: WESTRAIL
Staff: Redundancies

2172. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Under gach of Westrail’s projected cor-
porate plans for the next five years, how
many staff positions would be reduced in
country areas?

What towns would be involved and how

many stalf would be reduced in each

town?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) and (2) It is not possible al present to
provide a detailed answer to this
question,

(2)
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Figures provided at the Rail Strategy
Sceminar were indicative and will be
refined as  planning  progresses  and
further input is received from unions
and other intercsted parties.

Under the three oplions A, B and C, ap-
propriate stalf reductions in 1938-89,
compared with current figures, are ex-
pected o be 2300, 2250 and 1 150 re-
spectively, These figures are indicative
only and other options can be presented
by thc wunions, workers and other
intcresied parties.

This qucstion was postponed.

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Savings

2174. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:

()

(2)

Mr
N

Is it a Tlact that monitoring by the
Transport Commission has indicated
that 60 per cent of users of the new
dercgulated transport policy for small
lrcights prefer the new system?

Es it a fact that the net user saving in
1982-83 under the ncw dercgulated
small freights policy was $11.14 million?

GRILL replicd;

and (2) I take it that the¢ member is
quoting from the Transport Commission
Monitoring Report No. 9 dated January
1983, and if so, the answers are “Yes™.

RAILWAYS: FREIGHT
Less-than-Car-Load: Savings

2175. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1} What was the cstimated saving by
Woestrail during 1982-83 as a result of
not being involved in the forwarding of
small freights under the new deregulated
policy?

(2) What are the savings likely to be in 1he
1983-84 financial year?

{3} Has the projecied Westrail deficit of
$70 million in 1983-84 1aken these
savings inlo account?

Mr GRILL replicd:

{1y Two [factors are involved in the

question—the cffect of dercgulation and

2177,

(2)

(N

(2)

\

the effect of lormation of Total West.
The overall effect of deregulation has
been assessed as a loss of $3.5 million
before taking account of Woestrails
share of the operating results of Total
Western Transport Pty Ltd. However,
this toss is expected to have been $6.3
million without formation of Total West
and, therefore, the saving assessed for
formation of Total West is $2.8 million,
again before taking account of Total
West’s operating results.

The savings attributable to formation of
Total West in 1983-84 are expecled to
range from $3 million to $6 million, de-
pending on the rate at which surplus
staff are reduced. The loss due to
deregulation is expected to range from
$3.5 million to $0.5 million.

(3) Yes.

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Savings

2176. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:

What is the estimated additional rev-
cnue o the State Government in a full
year from the deregulated land freight
policy as a result of fuel taxes, licence
fees and payroll 1ax?

Mr GRILL replicd:

Estimates ol these revenue effects have
not been made.

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Bulk Goods

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:

Will the next stage of the land transport
policy—that is, the deregulation of some
bulk traffic, including timber, grain and
wool—be introduced without further
delay?

If not, why nat?

Mr GRILL replicd:

and (2) The precipitate introduction of
Turther deregulation would not be con-
sistent with responsible government. The
implications of the dercguiation process
to date are being monitored. Further
dercgulation will be introduced as and
when it becomes appropriate.
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TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Subsidies

2178. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Is the Transport Commission consider-
ing subsidics or rcgulated services 1o any
towns in the South-West Land Division
which are not considered to be receiving
a satisfactory transport service under the
deregulated small freight policy?

(2) Have any requests been made for such
assistance?

(3) Which towns are involved?

Mr GRILL replied:

{1) No.

{2) and (3) No formal request has been re-
ceived from any centre far such assist-
ance.

2179 and 2180. These questions were postponed.

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Improved Services

2181. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:
(1) Is it a fact that mosL country towns in
the South-West Land Division now

enjoy greater frequency of iransport ser-
vices as a result of the deregulated small

freight policy?

{2) Are there any centres receiving fewer
services than previously?

(3) If so, which centres have been so affec-
ted?

Mr GRILL replicd:

(1) to (3) A comparison 01 S€Tvice
frecquencies has not been undertaken
centre by  centre. However, the
Trunsport Commission Monitoring Re-
port No. 10 (Scptember 1983) indicates
that of the 473 users surveyed 43 per
cent considered service frequencies to
have improved. 13 per cent consider they
had deteriorated and 44 per cent saw no
change.

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Door-to-door Services

2182. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:
Is it a fact that many counlry carriers
who were previously fimited to “off-rail”
terminal deliveries are now in a position
to offer door-to-door services to their cli-
ents as a result of the deregulated small
freighi policy?

Mr GRILL replied:
Yes.

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Report

2183. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transporl:

Is it a fact that the Transport Com-
mission Monitoring Report No. 9 stated
that 79 per cent of the users surveyed
listed one or more of the following ad-
vantages of the deregulated transport

policy—
(a) reduction in freight rates;
{b) availability of door-to-door service;

(c) improved frequency of service or
the ability 1o receive daily deliver-
ics;

(d) less damage to g.ods;
(e} freedom of choice;
(N quickness of deliveries;

(g) users bcing able to transport their
own goods;

(h) personalised nature of the service;
(i) more reliability and regularity?
Mr GRILL replied:
{a) 1w {i) Yes.

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Survey

2184. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:
Is it a fact that the Transport Com-
mission has stated that the results of
surveys “provide sirong endorsement for
the changes introduced so far under the
Land Freight Transport Policy™?
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Mr GRILL replied:

Yes, this was stated in the Transport
Commission Monitoring Report No. 9
published January 1983,

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Inquiry

2185. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:

{1 Has the stecring commitice on the in-
quiry into deregulated freight transport
completed its work as at 31 Octaber, as
originally envisaged?

(2) Haw many submissions did the inquiry
reccive?

(3) O these. how many submissions
favoured the retention of the existing
dercgulated policy?

(4} Did any submissions favour Westrail re-
entering the field of LCL or general
frcights, and il so. who made such sub-
missions?

(5) Did any submissions favour the discon-
tinuance of the joinl venture company
Tatal West, and if so, who made such
submissions?

Mr GRILL replicd:

(1) The inquiry is still in progress. | antici-
pate it will complete its work by carly
December.

(2) to {5} This information will be included
in the steering commitiee’s report. On
reccipt of the report | will consider the
manner of its release.

TRANSPORT: ROAD
Deregulation: Report

2186. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Will the report of the LCL and gen-
cral [reight inguiry study team from the
Centre Tor Applied Business Research
be made public before any results Trom
the inguiry arc announced?

(2) Will the Transport Commission’s latest
report on  the monitoring  of the
deregulated transport policy be madc
public belore any decisions from the in-
quiry are anngunced?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) | am presently considering the manner
and timing of the release of this report.

(2) Yes.

RAILWAYS
Hyden-Newdegate

2187. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is consideration being given Lo the
future of rait services on the Newdegate-
Hyden railway line?

(2) What funds have been commitied 1o
upgrading the line since 1979-807

(3) What aliernate transport arrangements
are being considered if the line is closed,
or services reduced?

(4) Are financial losses being incurred on
the tine?

(5) I Yes”, what losscs arc involved?
Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Yes. Westrail is examining what reviscd
services will be appropriatec to provide
for the possibility of future further
deregulation and to retain services sul-
ficient 10 clear all grains from the lines
in accordance with CBH Ltd’s require-

ments.

(2) Lake Lake Grace-
Grace-Hyden Newdegate
79-80 — —
80-81 23 800 —
81-82 110 000 —
82-83 466 700 —
83-84 Esi. 250000 Est 360 000

(3) As therc is no intention o close these
lines, no alternative transport arrange-
ments 1o rail are being considercd by
Westrail.

(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.

RAILWAYS
Gnowangerup, Nyabing, and Tambellup

2188. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is Wesirail currently constructing bar-
racks al—

{a) Nyabing:
(b) Gnowangerup?

(2} For what purposc will any such barracks
be used?
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{3) Is it proposed to construct a bypass line
at Tambellup?

{4) For what purpose is any such bypass
line being constructed.

(5) What lunds are involved in any such
construction”

Mr GRILL replicd:

(1) {a) No—construction is to commence

n 1984,
{b) Yos.

(2) To accommodate train crews from unit
grain trains working direct from Albany
to Nyabing or Gnowangerup.

(3) The feasibility of constructing a bypass
ling is being investigated. However, pre-
liminary siudies indicate that this line

wilt not be construcied in the immediate
future.

(4) The linc would cnable unit grain trains
to run direct from Albany to
Knowangerup.

(5) $74 500 (estimated).

RAILWAYS: WESTRAIL
Staff: Redundancies

2189. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Transport:

In what manner have unions been con-
sulted regarding the cutback of country
staff in the Westrail rationalisation pro-
gramme which will result in drastic staff
reductions in the great southern by
19887

Mr GRILL replied:
Westrail's planning is in the concepiual
slage.
At this carly stage the conceplual plans
have been put to union representatives at
a railway strategy seminar held on 3
November 1983.

All who attended have been supplied
with copies of the papers presenled at
the scminar and have been invited to
make input into the Westrail planning
process.

In addition, discussions have been held
between Woestrail branch heads and
union represcntatives on specific aspects
of planning which may involve staff
reductions.

This interaction between management
and staff will continuc as the planning
proceeds.

TRANSPORT: BUSES
School: “Bunbury 2000

2190. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the “Bunbury 2000" transport plan
affect the operations of school bus oper-
ators in the Bunbury area?

(2} If “Yes”, will compensation be paid to
the affected operators?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) The Commissioner of Transport is
undertaking a study of bus services in
the greater Bunbury region as part of
the “Bunbury 2000 transport study.
That study does include an examination
of school bus operations, however it is
not known at this time if there will be
any cffect on school bus operators.

(2) Answered by (1) above.

2191. This question was postponed.

MINING: DIAMONDS
Equity Purchase: Approval

2192, Mr PETER JONES, to the Premier:

(1) Adverting to question 1447 of 1983, has
the Bond Corporation Pty. Ltd. yet ob-
tained the necessary sharcholder ap-
provals which would allow it to sell
Northern Mining Corporation NL to the
Western Australian Government?

{2) When was the approval lo purchase
Northern Mining Corporation NL ob-
tained, as advised in part (2) of the
answer?

{3) When is the Government’s purchasec of
Northern Mining Corporation NL 1o be
completed by the transfer of capital
funds to Bond Corporation?

(4) Has a formal agreement 1o purchase yet
been signed between the parties con-

cerned? <= =*
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 29 June 1983.

(3) Settlement was completed on 11
November 1983.

(4) Yes.
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RAILWAYS: WESTRAIL
Staff: Redundancies

2193. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

N

(3

(4

(3

(6}

Adverling to his answer to question
1927 of 1983, whal discussions have oc-
currcd with the Australian Railways
Union regarding further reductions in
Woestrail staff numbers?

Is the Government using the Austraiian
Railways Union 1o advise its members of
the discussions or does Westrail intend
to dircctly discuss its staff reduction pro-
posals with those affected before final
decisions are made?

Is it fact that the number of locomotives
has been, or is being, reduced from 203
10 1257

If the answer to (3) is “Yes”, how many
train crew personnel are affected?

In considering the proposed staff
reductions, what numbers are being
reduced in the metropolitan area, com-
pared with 1those in country towns and
regional centres?

What consideration is being given by the
Government and Westrail 1o the effect
upon country towns of such massive
Westrail retrenchments, compared with
the more desirable options of most
reductions being in the metropolitan
area where alternative employment
opportunities are preater?

Mr GRILL replied:

4y

(2)

(3)

The unions were informed at the Rail
Stralegy Seminar at Westrail Centre on
3 November of the oplions Westrail is
exploring. In addition, the Australian
Ruilways Union was addressed on the
subject by a scnior traffic branch
officer at Westrail Centre on 18
November.

Notes of the 3 November seminar have
been distributed widely and managerial
staff have been dirccied to keep stalf
fully informed of dcvelopments.
Westrail will fully discuss proposals with
individuals affected by them.

The number of locomolives required will
depend on the option finally adopied.
Under each option A and B, 125 loco-
motives will be required and undcr
option C, 179. Unions have been invited

to make submissions and other options
affecting the number of locomotives re-
quired will be considered.

(4) Under options A and B approximately
350 train crew will be affected.

(5) The figures presented at the 3
November seminar were indicative only
and at the 18 November meeting rela-
tive to traffic branch staff only. It is not
possible at present to provide detailed
figures showing staff reductions pro-
posed under the headings specified.

(6) Westrail's options have been developed
with the intention of improving the oper-
ational efficiency and competitiveness of
the railway.

RAILWAYS: WESTRAIL
" Staff: Redundancies

2194. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Where proposals for Westrail suaff
reductions are concerncd, what are total
staff numbers presently located at—

(a) Bunbury;

(b} Albany;

(¢) Lake Grace;
(d) Gnowangerup;
(e) Merredin;

() Wagin?

(2) Will all the above centres be affccted by
staff reduclions and retrenchments?

(3) What is the estimated reduction at each
of the centres identified in (1)?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) {a) Bunbury 332
{b) Albany 95
{¢) Lake Grace 19
(d) Gnowangerup 2
{c) Merredin 240
{f) Wagin 36

{2) and (3) All centres witl be affected by
staff variations. There will be no re-
trenchments. Detailed planning is not
complete but present indications are that
there will be smalt reductions at all of
the centres with the possible exception
of Albany which may have a small over-
all increase becausc of changes in op-
erating patterns.
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RAILWAYS: WESTRAIL
Staff: Redundancies

2195. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for

Trunsport:

(1) With regard to the proposed Westrail
staff reductions what consideration has
been given by the Government and/or
Woestrail to redundancy and superannu-
ation payments?

(2) Isit intended to offer payments for carly
retircment to those who choose to retire,
rather than be forced to relocate at
another Westrail country or metropoli-
Lan location?

(3) What discussions regarding this matier
buve been held with the unions con-
cerned?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Westrail introduced a voluntary sever-
ance scheme for surplus ecmployees in
July 1983 und 145 employees have so
far taken advantage of the scheme.
Westrail is currently reviewing that
scheme and exploring other alternatives
for carly retiremenmt of surplus em-
ployces.

(2) Woestrail's efforts will continue 10 be di-
rected at developing acceptable sever-
ance schemes and minimising relo-
cations. Where relocations are necessary
appropriate financial and other assist-
ance will be provided to affected em-
ployccs.

(3) Unions were informed of the options
Westrail is exploring at the Rail Strat-
cgy Seminar held at the Westrail Centre
on 3 November. In addition 1o the 145
people who have left Westrail under the
provisions of the voluntary severance
scheme, many other employees have
been interviewed by Wesltrail personnel
officers.

MINING: DIAMONDS
Equity Purchase: Royalty Pre-payment

2196. Mr PETER JONES, to the Treasurer:
{1) Have the Ashton joiml venturers made
payment 10 the Government in accord-
ance with the pre-paid royalty arrange-
ment of $50 million in exchange for the
waivure of the townsite building obli-
gation?

(2)
(3)

4
(5)

6)

If sa, what funds have becn reccived?

Has any joint venturer not madc the
necessary payment?

If s0, which onc¢?
If no payment has been received from
any one of the joint venturers, what sep-

arate arrangements have been made and
for what reason?

When will a further capital payment be

received from the Ashton joint ven-
turers?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(n

to {5) Arrangements have beecn made
with the Argyle diamond mine joint ven-
ture to vary the structure and timing of
payments of the additional royalty as
provided in clause 29B of the Diamond
(Argyle Diamond Mines Joint Venture)
Agreement Act 1981-83.

The additional royalty of $50 000 000
will be paid by the joint venture in the
following instalments—

(i} Payment of $16.51 million o be
made within seven days after the
date of approval of the kimberlite
mining proposals by the Minister;

{ii) As to the balance, payment of
$24.99 million within 45 days alter
the date of approval of the mining
proposals and the payment of $8.5
million on or before the 31 May
1984,

It is understood that the joint venturc
partners arc Lo make arrangements be-
tween themseclves as to their respective
individual paymenis to meet thesc in-
stalments,

As provided in the varied agreement,
interest will be payable on any unpaid
amounis after the expiry of seven days
after the approval of the mining pro-
posals.

The first instalment of $16.51 million
was paid in full by 10 November

__ and comprised the following—

CRA Limited

3
The Zinc Corporation 8 255 850.90
New Broken Hill
Consolidated 5944 1459.10

14 200 000.00
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Ashton ledge, expertise and experience should
Ashton Mining Lid. 669 847.00 be engaged by the State where possible.
Tanaust Pty. Lad. 252 513.00 The firm of L. R. Connell and Partners
A.O. (Australia) Piy. fulfilled all these criteria which together
Lid. 137 640.00 with their superior local knowledge. pro-

— vided significant advamages in the con-
1 060 000.00 text af the unique structure of the dia-

Northern Mining
Corporation NL $1 250 000.00

(6) Further payments are expecled on or
around 17 December with the final in-
stalment on or before 31 May 1984, as
detailed above.

MINING: DIAMONDS
Equity Purchase: Consultants

2197. Mr PETER JONES, to the Premier:

{1) Adverting 1o question 1416 of 1983 con-
cerning purchase of Northern Mining
Corporation NL, has the Government
yct finalised any arrangements as
referred 1o in part (2) of the answer?

(2) How will the fees referred to form part
of the consultancy arrangement?

(3) Arc any other companies or finance
houses, apart from L. R. Connell and
Partners, being considered for a con-
sultancy arrangement with the Govern-
ment?

(4} In considering such an arrangement as
indicated in part (2) of the answer, by
what method, assessment or reference,
has L. R. Connell and Partners been
choscn ahcad of other national and
international flinancial institutions?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The member will appreciate that the
consultancy to which he refers involves
contractual arrangements, the details of
which are expected to be completed
shortly.

{2} No fees have been paid or will be paid
until the detailed contractual arrange-
ments have been finalised.

{3) Yecs. Consistent with the practice of our
conscrvative predecessors, the Govern-
ment has and will continue to engage
local and international consuliants ac-
cording to the particular nceds of our
State in the matier under consideration.

{4) Iuis the Government's policy that local
firms with superior commercial know-

mond indusiry and the exigencies associ-
ated with finalising the negotiations con-
cerning mining proposals to facilitate an
early starl to stage two of the Argyle
project.

FUEL AND ENERGY: STATE ENERGY

COMMISSION
Staff: Narrogin and Wagin

2198. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
{1) With regard 10 Siate Encrgy Com-
mission personnel, how many are
stationed al—
(a) Narrogin;
(b) Wagin?
{2) What categories of staff are involved?
(3) Arc any staff reductions proposed for
either Narrogin or Wagin?

(4) Are any stafl increases proposed [lor
Narrogin resulting from construction of
the Muja-Kalgoorlie transmission line?

Mr BRYCE rcplied:
(1) and (2)
{(a) Narrogin—21 (5
wages);
(b) Wagin—11 (3 salaried 8 wages).
(3) No.
(4) No.

salaried 16

HOSPITALS: OSBORNE PARK AND
WANNEROO

Medical Practitioners: Salaried and Sessional

2199. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Health:

(1) How many general practitioners and
specialist doctors have responded to the
Government’s invitation Lo give resident
and sessional service at—

(a) Osborne Park Hospital;
(b) Wanncroo Hospital?

(2) Now that the date for applications to be
in has passed, what are the names and
the qualifications of cach of the doclors
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who have responded by application to
the Government’s advertised invitation?

M¢ HODGE replied:

(1)

(2)

(a) General practmoners ...... 76
specialists ... 86
(b) general pracuuoners ....... 20
specialists ... 41

NOTE: Some specuahsts and gen-
eral practitioners have applied for
positions at both Osborne Park and
Wanneroo Hospitals.

The processing of the applications by the
respeclive appointments commitlees is
being undertaken at present. Until the
appoiniment  committees have con-
sidered and submitted their recommen-
dations the names and qualifications of
applicants are confidential and will not
be relcased.

TRANSPORT: BUSES
Roleystone District High School

to the Minister for

Transport:

(1)

(2)

{3

4)

Is he awarc | arranged, on behall of
parents and school representatives, with
the Metropolitan Transport Trust, for a
trust representative 10 meet with parent
representalives al Roleystone  District
High School at 9 a.m. on Friday, 18
November 1983 10 discuss rearranged
bus roules which adversely affect some
being transporied (o school?

Did he advise that the Metropolitan
Transport Trust representative should
not meet with the Roleysione parents’
group without the request for such a
meeting coming to him for approval?

If the answer 10 (2) is “No™, will he
pleasc cxplain how arrangemenis made
on 11 November 1983 with and ac-
cepled by the Metropolitan Transport
Trust were cancelled and the first advice
given to me was at the 18 November
meeting that the arrangements for a
Metropolitan Transport Trust represen-
tative to attend had to be made through
him?

Will he apologise to the Roleystone
parcnts’ representatives for the discour-
tesy and also give an explanation of his
direction in this case which is in contra-
diction to his own commitment to the
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Legislative Assembly regarding mem-
bers visiting port authorities?

Mr GRILL replied:

(N

(2)

(3)
4)

2201.

Mr

| am aware that the member made a re-
quest to the Metropolitan Transport
Trust for an officer to attend the meet-
ing.

Yes. All agencies within my portfolio
have been asked 1o direct requests from

members concerning policy matters to
my office.

1 understand this is generally in line
with instructions issued some time ago
by my predecessor.

Not applicable.

[ understand the MTT has apelogised 1o
the school for not being able to attend
the meeting.

The reference 1o members visiting port
authorities is not understood.

ROADS
Pitbara

RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Transport:

n

(2)

(3)

Is he awarc of a previous Government
commitment 1o advance a $24 million
five year additional road programme in
the Pilbara by accepting $12 million ad-
vance paymeni under agreement from
Hamerstey lron Lid to be matched by
extra Treasury funds?

What amount is still due to be found by
Treasury to make up the £12 million
commitment?

Is it a fact that the Government has re-
neged on the previous agreement and
has required the Main Roads Depart-
ment in the 1983-84 roads programme
10 find the State’s contribution from
general road funds?

Mr GRILL replied:

()

1 am aware of the arrangement in gen-
eral terms. As | understand the position,
Hamersley Iron made an advance pay-
ment on rayalties and the Main Roads
Depariment made a commitment of
$12 million. This enabled a five year $24
million programme to be undertaken in
the Pilbara.

(2) $2.5 million.
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(3) No. However, the 1983-84 contribution
from CRF has been deferred owing to
the financial position in which the
Government found itsclf, but will be re-
viewed in the preparation of the 1984-85
estimales.

EXPLOSIVES DEPOT
Cockburn: Transfer

2202. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Mines:

{1} When is the actual transfer of the ex-
plosives depot in Cockburn expected 1o
occur?

(2) What capital has been allowed for this
transfer, and where in the capital
Budgect!

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) Expected in late 1984,

{2) Nonein 1983-84 Budget.

KINGS PARK
Employmem Creating Scheme: Funds

2203. Mr MENSAROS. 10 the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:

Could he please give information about
the projects and jobs that the $521 820
allocated under the wage pausc pro-
gramme 10 Kings Park Board was or
will be utilised, viz—
(a) What arc these projects/jobs;

nature trail, whose recent
opening by the Hon. Keith
Wilson was zttended by the
Hon. Andrew Mensaros;

(iii) construction of a dual use path
near the western boundary of
Kings Park for recreation and
to reduce traffic hazards for
those cycling or walking 1o and
from their homes, workplaces,
etc;

(iv) general landscaping and con-
struction of toddlers, and be-
ginners, cycle track and com-
bined fitness track and sensory
trail at the Hale recreation
area (former Hale Oval);

(v) general landscaping of sur-
roundings of Lawrence Pav-
ilion (former bowling club) to
provide an enclosed playground
for small children and those
with disabilities and feature
gardens for general enjoyment;

(b) The number of persons varics from
1410 17 at any one Lime.

(¢) The total employment provided will
be 965 person weeks. The engage-
ment will be up 10 60 wecks per
person, but varying in individual
cases.

STATE FINANCE

(b} how many peaple werc or are poing Financial Institutions Duty: “Self-financing Plan™

1o bc cmployed additionally to do

them: 2204. Mr MENSAROS, to the Treasurer:

(c) what is the duration of this employ-
ment per person’?
Mr MclVER replied:
The sum of $521 820 has been allocated
to Kings Park Board under the wage
pause programme to carry out the fol-

Adverting 10 his comments during the
Committee stages of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund Budget debate, would he
pleasec describe in dctail the ™sclf-
financing™ plan by Treasury to cover the
cxpenditure emerging with handling the
new financial institutions duty tax?

lowing— Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(a) (i) consiruction of a system of
recreational dual wuse ped-
estrian  and cycle paths
traversing Kings Park to
improve access also for
wheelchairs  and  pushers
reducing conflict with motor
traffic;

(i1} construction of footpaths with
better access for wheelchairs,
for cxample the upgraded

The introduction of the new financial
institutions duty will of course raise
considerably more revenue than the
costs involved in providing additional
staff required 10 administer the new
duty. Morcover. the abolition of ather
stamp dutics will mean that stall
currently employed in  administering
these dutics can be released for wark as-
sociated with financial institutions duty,
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
Appointment: Diseretional Decision

Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Attorney General:

So that members may keep faith with

(2)
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Council to advise about controls for non-
Government schools established?

Who are the Western Australian mem-
bers of this working party?

their constituents, would the Attorney (3) What was the working party's terms of
General please inform the House about reference?

the exact conditions upon which his dis-

cretional decision is based to recommend (4) What were their main recommen-
the appointment of an application to the dations?

commission of the peace to the

Governor? (5) What is the Government's attitude

Mr GRILL replied:

Apart from cxceptional circumstances

the following c¢ritcria for appointments

to the commission of the peace and ex-

clusions from cligibility are as lollows:—

Criteria for Appointment—

(1) Australian citizenship, and a mini-
mum of 12 months’ residence in
Western Australia.

(2) A willingness and capacity to fulfill
the full duties of a justice of the
peace if called upon.

{3) Good character, record and repu-
tation, including preferably a re-
cord of community service.

(4) A perceived need for additional
justices in the area of the appli-
cant’s residence or work.

Exclusions—

(a) Persons not resident in the State.

{b) Persons with a record of criminal or
serious traffic convictions.

(c) Situvations  where
would result in a
interests.

appoiniment
conflict  of

{d) Persons over 65 or under 25 years
of age.

EDUCATION: NON-GOVERNMENT

SCHOOLS

Working Party: Membership and Terms of

Reference

Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

towards implementation of such re-
commendations in Western Australia?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1

2

(3)

4

At the June 1980 meecting of the Aus-
tralian Education Council, it was agreed
that tne States and the Commonwealth
should hold discussions about the regis-
tration of non-Government schools.

Mr J, Davies, assistant director-general
(primary).

Discussions have been directed towards
identification ol different procedures
used in Siates and Territories and to for-
mulate guidelines which might assist in
the development of registration pro-
cedures in the future. At the same time
Western Australia has been examining
ils own practices.

and (5) While the report has heen ac-
cepted as approaching a [inal draft, the
working parly is being asked to modify
some aspects of the suggesied guidelines.
The recommendation fully accepted by
the Australian Education Council is the
obligation of Governments to protect the
rights of children 10 an adequate sian-
dard of educalion and hence make it
mandatory for all non-Government

‘schools 1o pgain registration in order 1o

operate and enrol students,

The Government accepts this principle
and  will  further examine other

Education:
(1) When was the warking party reportedly
sct up by thc Australian Education

guidelines at a future time when the
modificd report is presented at a future
AEC meeling,
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HOUSING: LAND

Sales: Smith Corporation Pty. Ltd.

2207.

Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for

Housing:

(m

(2)

Mr
(1)

(2)

Relerring to the high guality sales pam-
phlet by the State Housing Commission
entitled  “Investments  Opportunities
Perth W.A.", could hec please cxplain
the role of 1hc privale enterprise
company, Smith Corporation Ply. Lud,,
printed on the pamphlet?

Should a privale estale agent have cli-
ents interested in any of the offered
land, would he receive commission if a
sale is executed?

WILSON replied:

I thank the member for his comments
regarding the high quality of the pam-
phlet.

As Lthe housc has alrcady been advised,
Smith Corporation is employed as con-
sultant to the Government on land and
housing matters.

Mr Smith has a substantial knowledge
of the industry and can give advice to
the Minister on proposals put forward,
on development commitments proposed,
and their suitability.

A privaie estate agenl would not receive
commission on a sale from the State
Housing Commission. He could be en-
titled to a purchasing cormmission from
the buyer, but this is a matler for nego-
tiation between the agent and his client.

ROAD: ROCHDALE ROAD

Inquiry: Membership and Terms of Reference

2208.
Pla
(hH

(4)
(5

Me
(1

Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
nning:
When was the inguiry established which,
according 1o his previous statements,
will recommend to the Government,
amongst other things, the solution to the
Rochdale Road traffic problem?
Who are the members of the inquiry
panel?
What are the terms of reference of the
inquiry?
Has the inquiry produced a progress re-
port yet?
When is the inquiry expecied and/or re-
quired to hand in its inal report?
PARKER replicd:
1o (4) At no stage have | announced that
an inquiry had becn established. | have

(5)

2209.

always said that one would be. The cs-
tablishment of a task force to examine
the westlern suburbs study has been the
subject of extensive consultation and dis-
cussions by my officers and affected
authorities.

An announcement of members and
terms of reference can be expected in
the near futurc.

Although the prccise dates are yet 1o be
determined it is my intention that the
task force reporis by 30 June 1984.

WATER RESOURCES: DAM
Harding River: Contract Price
Mr MENSAROS, 10 the Minister for

Water Resources:

(0

(2)

What is the total contract price for the
construction of the Harding River dam?

What works does the contract comprise?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1

(2)

$10919717.90, plus provision for
escalation, payments for day works and
variations.

Construction of the main embankment,
auxiliary embankment, spillway, intake
tower, outlet culverts, the pump station
building, and ancillary works connecied
with the above items.

WATER RESOURCES: DAM
Harding River: Contract Price

2210. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for

Wa
(1

(2)

Mr
(n

ter Resources:
What proportion of the 1otal contract
price and ancillary costs for the

Harding River dam, have been and are
expected to be borne by the Common-
wealth Government, shown in financial
yearly details?

What is the type of the Commonwealth
contribution (grant, loan ctc.) and what
are the conditions?

TONKIN replied:
1981-82—19%
1982-83—26%
1983-84—50%

1984-85—50%

The proportions in 1981-82 and 1982-83
were influenced by the contribution by
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Woodside Petroleum Development Py
Lud.

{2) The contribution is a grant conditional
on being matched dollar for dollar with
Staic funds.

WATER RESOURCES: DAM
Harding River: Progress Payment

2211. Mr MENSAROQS, 1o the Minisier for

Water Resources:

(1) In conncction with the Harding River
dam construction how much was ex-
pended on the construction contract as
progress payment or similar to the con-
tractor in 1982-837

(2) How much is cxpected 10 be expended as
per (1) above in 1983-84 and the lollow-
ing years?

(3) What ancillary costs, other than in-
house professional and clerical lime,
have been expended in connection with
the building of the dam in 1982-837

{4) How much is expected to be spent as per
(3) above in 1983-84 and the following
year?

Mr TONKIN replied:

{1} Progress payments o the contracior in
1982-83 (otalled $1 636 555.

{2) Contract payments in 1983-84 are an-
ticipated 10 be $5 674 000 and in 1984-
85 are anticipated 1o be $5 174 000.

(3} $2958 016.

{(4) Answerced by (2)

CULTURAL AFFAIRS: FILMS
Western Austratian Film Council: Grant

2212. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Economic Development and Technology:

Why has the grani to the Western Aus-
tralian Film Council for the year ending
30 June 1984 been reduced to $90 000

following expenditure -on this item of.

$283 000 for the year ended 30 June
19837

Mr BRYCE replied:
The estimate for 1983-84 of 390 000 is
for administration cxpenses {including
salarics) only and represents an increase

of $7 000 over the corresponding figure
for 1982-83.

No allocation has been made for
transfer of funds 10 the Governmental
Trust Fund “W.A. Film Council Trust
Fund” at Treasury for investment in
films because the cxisting balance in the
trust fund is considered to be adequate
for this purpose.

MINING
Tenements: Rentals

2213, Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Mines: )

(1) When will the increased mining ten-
ement rentals referred to in question
1817 of 27 Oclober 1983 come into cf-
fect?

(2) Which mining industry groups did the
Minister consult in relation to these
amcndmenis?

(3) When did these consultations take
place?
Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) 1 refer the member to the information
provided in the Minister for Mines® let-
ter to him dated 7/11/1983.

{2) Association of Mining and Exploration
Companies.
Chamber of Mincs of Western Australia
Inc.
Amalgamated Prospeciors and Lease-
holders Association.

(3) On a number of dates in October 1983.

MINING: ACT
Amendment: Consultations

2214. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) In relation 1o the amendments 10 the
Mining Act 1978-1982 currcntly before
the Legislative Assembly, which mining
industry or other groups did the.Minis-
ter consult in relation to these amend-
mecnts?

{(2) When did these consultations take
place?
Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) and (2) See answer given to question
2213.
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DRAINAGE
Rates: Murdoch Electorate

2215, Mr MacKINNON. 1o the Minister for

Waier Resources:
Relerring to  question 2039 of 16
November 1983, what was the drainage
rate, and minimum charge, within the
Murdoch electorate in November—

(a) 1982:
(b) 1981;
(c) 1980,
(d) 19797

Mr TONKIN replicd:

(a) 1.15 cents in $ of gross rental
value—minimum charge $15.00;

{(b) 105 cents in $ of gross rental
value—minimum charge $10.00;

{c) 1.00 cent in § of gross rental
value—minimum charge $5.00;

(d) 220 cents in $ of gross rental
value—minimum charge 50c.

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Stations: Muja

2216. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Fuel and Energy:

What proportion of expenditure commit-
ted 1o the Muja *D” power station con-
tract has been spent in—

{a) Western Australia;
{b) Australia;
(c)} overseas?

Mr BRYCE replicd:

The approximate proportion of the ex-
penditure commitied to the Muja D™
power station is—

(3) Western Australian—355 per cent;
(b) other Australian—25 per cent;
(c) overseas—20 per cent.

HOUSING
Land: Leeming

22{7. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1) Has the Government made a decision on
how and when the State Housing Com-
mission will dispose of or develop its
land holdings in Lceming?

(2) H so, whai is that decision?

[ASSEMBLY)

{3) If the land is 1o be sold, how is it 10 be
disposed of and by wham?

{4) If any private agent or non-Government
consultant is involved in the sale, what is
the basis of their remuneration or com-
mission on the sale of the land?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Yes, as set out in the brochure which |
have made available to the members of
the Parliament.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

(4) The Jand will be sold by the State Hous-
ing Commission and no commission will
be paid.

HOUSING: LAND
Report

2218. Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Minister for

Housing:

(1) When did the Government receive its
special report on State Housing Com-
mission land holdings from its consult-
ant on land matiers?

{(2) What dccisions have been made as a re-
sult of the report?

{3) Will the report be made public?
(4) If not, why notl?

Mr WILSON rep]ieci:

(1) At the end of September.

{2) The report and its recommendations
have been accepted by the Government.

(3) No.

{4) The Government has accepted the report
and its recommendations. The report in-
cludes a stratcgy for the marketing of
State Housing Commission land hold-
ings.

HOUSING: LAND
Willetton: Public Open Space

2219, Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Minister for

Housing:

(1) With the Staie Housing Commission
Willetton subdivision in total, what
amount of land was the commission
obliged to contribute as public open
space?

(2) What proportion has been contributed?
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{3) Docs the Siatc Housing Commission
contribute this public open space to the
City of Canning, or is the council paid
for the public open space?

(4) If it is paid, on what basis is that calcu-
lation made?

{5) Is it normal for private developers 1o be
paid on this basis (or public open space
contributions?

Mr WILSON replicd:

(1) In accordance with Town Planning
Board conditions of approval, the State
Housing Commission is obliged to pro-
vide a 1otal of 7.502 8 hectares.

(2) Stage 1 development contributed
1.541 8 hectares. The balance of the de-
velopment will provide the remainder to
comply with subdivisional conditions.

{3} and (4) Under town planning scheme
24, public open space contributions
made by subdividers are subject to
scheme cost adjustments. Where an im-
balance occurs and cash adjustment is
necessary the market value of the land
forms the basis of adjustment.

{5) Where imbalance of contribution ac-
curs—yces.

HOUSING: LAND
Willetton: Lincoln Primary School Site

2220. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1) As the Minister for Education has indi-
cated that the Lincoln primary school
site in Willetton is no longer required,
when will the State Housing Com-
mission commence 1o subdivide this Jand
for residential use?

{2) How many lois is it estimated that such
a subdivision wili produce?

(3} What will be the method of sale of these
lots?

{4} How many of these lots will be for State
- Housing Commission rental tenants?
{5) How many of these lots will be for sale

for State Housing Commission clients?

{6} 1s any part ol this subdivision planned to
have townhouse type development
therein?

Mr WILSON replied:

{1) The State Housing Commission has not
reccived confirmation that the Lincoln

primary school site is no longer required
as a school site.

(2) Expecled vield from subdivision would
be 40 single residential lots and two du-
plex lots.

(3) to (6) No townhouse development is
planned and such matters as rumbers of
commission rental houses, commission
purchase houses or methods of disposal
of developed lots, have not yet been de-
termined.

MINING
Hard Rock Minerals: Training School

2221. Mr MacKINNON, 1o the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Referring to question 1680 of 20
October 1983, with whom or with which
groups has the mauter of establishing a
training schoal for hard rock miners
been discussed?

(2) When were these discussions held?

(3) When is it likely that the decision 1o cs-
tablish such a school will be made?

Mr BRYCE replicd:

(1) to (3) The Minisier for Mines has indi-
cated he has nothing further to add 1o
his commenls contained in the answer Lo
question 1680.

FUEL AND ENERGY
Act: Amendment

2222, Mr MacKINNON, 1o the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) Referring 10 question 101 of 26 July
1983, when will the Government com-
plete its consideration of whether or not
it will be moving to amend the Fuel and
Energy Act of 1974, as reported in
” March? - A

(2) I this is to be in due course, what is
causing the delay in completing the con-
sideration?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) and (2) The matter is still under con-
sideration.
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TOWN PLANNING
Canning: Ministerial Approval
Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Minister for

Planning;

(1) In relation w the City of Canning town
planning scheme No 31, has it yet re-
ceived ministerial approval?

(2) Is a potential or proposed school site in-
cluded in the scheme?

(3) Will water be provided to all lots within
the scheme?

(4} Il the scheme has not been approved,
what is the current status of the scheme
and when is it likely to receive the
nccessary approval?

Mr PARKER replied:

{1} No.

(2) No.

(3) Lots below 2 hectares will have a reticu-

latcd water supply, those over 2 heclares
will not.

(4) The scheme has been examined by the
Town Planning Board and on November
5 last, I advised the council of certain
modilications to be carried out subject
Lo which preliminary approval will be
granted.

2224, This question wis postponed.

FUEL AND ENERGY

State Energy Commission: Employee Parlici-

pation

2225, Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Fuel and Energy:

{13 Referring 1o question 1409 of 11
October 1983, which unions have dis-
cussed cmployee participation with the
State Energy Commission?

{2) When?

{3) When is it expected that the discussions
will conclude and decisions relating to
the report made?

Mr BRYCE replied:

{1) and (2} | refer the member to the reply
to question 262. All relevant unions have
been in discussions which have been held
on occasions with the State Energy
Commission and on other occasions with
the Minister.

{3} No daic has been set.

MINING: ACT
Inquiry: Submissions

2226. Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Referring to question 1717 of 25
October 1983, have “any other matters”
yet been referred 1o the commitice
formed to inquire into certain aspects of
the Mining Act 1978-1982?

(2) If so, what are those matters?

Mr BRYCE replied:

{1) The Minister has referred no matters to
the commitiee under this term of
reference.

(2} Not applicable.

ALUMINIUM SMELTER

South-west: Local Participation

2227. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Economic Development and Technology:

(1} Referring to question 2041 of 16
November 1983, concerning member-
ship of work party for aluminium
smelter task force, will he include some
private industry representatives on this
work party to ensure the maximum poss-
ible Western Australian participation in
the proposed smelier and power station
projects?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) and (2) The work party will establish
the appropriate mechanism involving
representatives of private industry and
the unions to ensure the maximum poss-
ible Western Australian participation in
the proposed smeller and power station
Pproject.

L. R. CONNELL AND PARTNERS

Consultancy Arrangements: Assessment of Ca-

pacity

2228. Mr PETER JONES, to the Premier:

(1) Adverting to his answer to part (3) of
question 1945 of 1983 and in consider-
ing the possibility of a consuitancy ar-
rangement with L. R, Connell and Part-
ners what assessment is being made of
the capacities, experience and persenncl
of the firm concerned?

(2) Who is advising the Government in the
above consultancy?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

(1) The consullancy arrangements between
L. R. Connell and Partners and the
State arc based on an assessment of the
firm’s commercial experience, expertise
and performance.

(2) The principals of L. R. Connell and
Partners; namely, Mr L. R. Connell and
Mr J. P. Walsh.

POULTRY
Eggs: Narrogin Egg Board

2229. Mr PETER JONES, 10 the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1} Referring 10 his advice to the Narrogin
Town Councit on the closure of the Egg
Markcting Board's grading operations in
Narrogin. dated 21 Scptember 1983, did
the Egg Markeling Board prepare a de-
tailed assessment of the submission re-
ceived from the Narrogin Town Coun-
cil?

Will he provide a detailed assessment of
how the board is able 1o advise that costs
will increase by $56 130 if the Narrogin
operations continuc as proposed by the
Narrogin Town Council?

(3) Have the Palmyra grading operations
unused capacity?

If so, did this [lactor
Government's decision?

influence the

(4)
(5) Why is the Government unable to direct
the Egg Marketing Board 10 support
whatever may be the Government policy
from time to ime?

has a
ccon-
with-

IT. as his letter states the board
statutory obligation to maintain
omic efficiency. why is it not
drawing all functions 10 Palmyra?
By what method. and to what degree, is
the Government proposing to vigorously
support and expand decentralisation and
country employment, il it is not pro-

(6)

(N

poscd to intervene in a decision such as--

has been made by the Egp Marketing
Board?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) 1 will arrange for the board to provide
detailed costings to the member.

{3) There is some seasonal unused capacity.
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(4) Unused capacity was a factor in the
Board’s decision.

The Government would not wish to di-
rect any statutory body 1o initiate an ac-
tivity which they had demonstrated was
not economic.

A sales depot is required in Narrogin for
the distribution of eggs.

(5

(6)
N

The Government aclively supports econ-
omically sound proposals which promote
decentralisation.

STATE FINANCE
Financial Institutions Duty: Double Taxing

2230. Mr COURT, 1o the Premicr:

Has he made a formal request to other
Premiers to find the solution to the
double taxing which will occur if a
financial institutions duty is introduced
in Western Australia?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Yes,

STATE FINANCE
Stamp Duty: Declared Rate of Interest

2231. Mr COURT to the Premier:
What is the “declarcd™ rate of interest
this year when transactions become
liable for stamp duty under the credit
business provisions contained in  the
Stamp Act?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
17.75%.

STATE FINANCE

Stamp Duty: Bills of Exchange and Promissory
Notes

2232. Mr COURT. to the Premicr:

(1) How much stamp duty was collected in
the year cnded 30 Junc 1983 applying to
the issuc and discounting of bills of
exchange and promissory notes?

How much is it estimated will be col-

lected up until 31 December 1983 when

it is proposed this duty be discontinued?

Mr BRIAN BURKE rcplied:

(1) No scparate statistics arec maintained to
provide this information,

(2) Asfor (1),

2)
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2233
{n

(2

(3)

Mr

{ASSEMBLY]

STATE FINANCE
Stamp Duty: Loan Duty

Mr COURT. 10 the Premicer:

How much stamp duty was collected in
the year ended 30 Junc 1983 applying to
credit business and instalment purchase
agreements, (112K loan duty)?

How much stamp duty is it estimated
will be collected up until 31 December
1983 when it is proposed these stamp
duties be abolished?

What different stamp duties make up
the balance of $17 800 000 listed under
credit facilitics in the Estimates of Rev-
cnuc and Expenditure?

BRIAN BURKE replied:

{1} No scparate statistics are maintained 1o

(2}
(3)

provide this information.

As Tor (1).

Loans, discount transactions, credit ar-
rangements, rental business, hire pur-
chase and credit purchase agreemcnts
up Lo 31 December. 1983 and after that
date only rental busingess.

TRANSPORT: BUSES

Metropolitan Transport Trust: Annual Report

21234,

Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Transport:

Mr

2235,

When will the Metropelitun Transport
Trust annual report be 1abled?

GRILL replied:
{.uter this session.

STOCK: PIGS
Nyabing Pastoral Company
Mr OLD, to the Minister Representing

the Minister for Fuel and Energy:
(1) Is the Minisier aware

{a) The Nyabing Pastoral Co. has one
of the largest intensive piggeries in
Western  Australia, running ap-
proximately 2000 breeding sows
and wurning off some 400 pigs per
week;

(b) its operations are currently being
curtailed by a delay in the provision
of three phase power because of its
inability 1o provide satisfactory ef-
fluent disposal and pumping of ad-
equate supplies of water;
employment of more staff is being
curtailed because the single men’s
quarters are not connected (o clec-
tricity:

that the properiies have paid
$60 000 to the State Encrgy Com-
mission 10 cover the cost of connec-
tion and provided a compound for
the housing of transformers?

()

(d)

{2) If so, what steps has the Minister taken

to expedite the connection of this im-
portant decentralised industry?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) and (2) The matter is being investigated

2236.

and the member will be advised by letter
in due course.

HOUSING
Tambellup

Mr OLD, to the Minister for Housing:

What has been the cost of maintenance
on the following houses in the
Tambellup townsite over the past three

years - (i.c. 30 Junc 1981, 1982, 1983)—
{a) lot 238,
(b) lot 244;
(c) lot 313;
(d) lot 323,
{e) lot339; and
(H lot 3597
Mr WILSON replied:
(a) Lot 238--
b
290
1228
155;
(b) lot 244—
5
953
1 070
1185;
(c) lot313-
3
155
160

300;
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(d) lot 323—
$
(=73 USRI 250
[ 2. 3 150
(4T3 SRS U U 225;
(e) 101339 ... A $ B $
(12,5 I 180 110
1982 i 1 060 } 245
1983 oo 338 200;
{H lor359—
3
TOBT oot 150
T9B2 e eeees s 635
{12 TR 725.

MARGARET RIVER
C/S Rental

1980-81

1981-82
1982-83
TOTAL

Aboriginal Housing
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
TOTAL

TOTAL ABORIGINAL HOUSING
AND C/S RENTAL

1980-81

1981-82

1982-83

TOTAL

DUNSBOROUGH—No Applications.

BUSSELTON
C/S Rental
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
TOTAL

Aboriginal Housing
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
TOTAL

5163

HOUSING

Busselton, Dunsborough, and Margaret River:

Applications

2237: Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Hous-

(a)
SP. PC.
2 1
1 1
2
3 4
2 |
1 1
2
3 4
S.P. PC.
23 10
13 9
14 7
50 26

ing:

How many applications have been re-
ceived by the State Housing Com-
mission for—

{a) one-bedroomed:
{b) two-bedroomed:
{¢) three-bedroomed;
{d) four-bedroomed,
accommodation at—

(i) Margaret River;
(ii} Dunsborough, and
(iii) Busselton,

in each year since 19807

Mr WILSON replied:

to {d)

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

IBR 2BR 3BR 4BR 5BR TOTAL

l 7 8 19

10 4 16

1 I 9 23

2 2 21 — - 58

| [

Nil

2 2

- - 3 - = 3

1 7 9 20

10 4 16

| Il B 25

2 28 24 — - 61
1BR 2BR 3BR 4BR 5BR TOTAL

17 38 43 2 133

3 33 56 3 17

3 46 44 ) 15
23 117. 143 .6 — 365 .

2 6 8

1 3 2 6

3 3 4 10

4 8§ 12 - — 24
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TOTAL ABORIGINAL HOUSING
AND C/S RENTAL
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
TOTAL
HOUSING
Bunbury: Building Programme
2238. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:
(1) What was the State Housing Com-
mission building programme in the

Bunbury area in each year since 19807

(2) What is the number, by category, and
estimated expenditure of the com-
mission’s 1983-84 building programme?

Mr WILSON replied:
For the town of Bunbury—

Commonwealth/State

{1) 1980-81
13 x 2 BR town houses

1981-82

10 x 2 BR duplex

13 x 3 BR single detached houses
4 x 3 BR duplex

1982-83

8 x 2 BR duplex

4 x 3 BR single detached houses
2 x 3 BR duplex

HOUSING
Boyanup and Dardanup: Building Programme

2239, Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for Hous-

ing:
What is the Commission’s 1983-84
building programme and estimated cx-
penditure for—
{a) Boyanup;
{b) Dardanup?

Mr WILSON replied:

(a) and (b) Therc arc no houses pro-

grammed for construction ul Boyunup
and Dardanup in 1983-84.

{ASSEMBLY]

23 10 17 40 49 2 141
13 9 4 3 38 3 123
14 7 6 49 48 | 125
50 26 27 125 155 6 — 389
Commonwealth/State
(2) 1983-34

10x A.P.Us

8 x 2 BR duplex

16 x 2 BR town hauses

20 x 3 BR single detached houses

estimated construction cost:

$1 629 509

Aboriginal Housing
1 x 3 BR single detached hause
2 x 4 BR single detached houses
2 x 3 BR single detached houses
1 x 4 BR single detached house
1 x 4 BR single derached house

2 x 3 BR single detached houses

2 x 4 BR single detached houses
£193 4006

2240. This question was postponcd.

TIMBER
Mill: Quinninup
2241. Dr DADQUR, 10 the Minister for For-
ests:
(1) (a) Isita fact that Kella Nominees Pry
Ltd, which is developing Quinninup
as tourist resort, is operating a bush
mill;
(b) if so, what sor1 of permit or licence
has been granted 10 the company 1o
operate the mill?
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(3)

Mr
N
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[Wednesday, 23 November 1983]

Is it proposed thal the company operates
mare mills: if so, how many?

{u) Is it getting any timber from Siate

lorest or Crown land:

{b) if so, from what locations is it get-
ting ils timber:

(c)
{d)

whall species is it permitied to 1ake;

what volume of the species is il per-
mitted to take per year;

{c)
(n

whal royaltics is it paying:

are there any conditions imposed on
the company by the Forests Depart-
menl and if so, what are they;

what supervision is provided by
Forests Department officers?
BRIAN BURKE replied:

{a) Yes. under the name of the
Quinninup  Timber  Corporation
Ltd.

(b) The company has no right to
supplies of sawlogs from State for-
cst. It purchases logs lrom a salvage
operalor authorised 1o collcct sub-
standard material on State florest
which has been lelt by licensed gen-
eral purpose sawmillers and which
would olherwise be wasted.

(g)

Not known but logs would only be
available from salvage operators.

(3) (a) 10 (e) Answered by (1) (b);

() all logs accepted at the mill must
be branded with an appropriale pri-
vale property brand or royalty paid
brand. They are required 10 submit
an annual return of logs received.

(2} lrrcgular spot checks arc made at
the mill landing to cnsure logs are
correctly branded.

WOOD CHIPPING
L og Dumps
Dr DADOUR, to the Minister for For-

Cxls:

(1) In relation to “pits™ or logs dumps cs-
tablished by the WA Chip and Pulp Co
Piy Lid and/for the Forests Department
in the woodchip licence arca, how many
are there?

{2) What arc their locations?

(3) What is the estimated volume or

number of logs contuained in cach onc?

(4)

(3

(6)
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which of them contain logs that were
felled—

(a) upto |2 months ago;
(b) 1210 24 months ago;
(c¢) more than 24 months ago?

Do they contain logs that could be used
for timber and, if so, will the millable
logs be made available 10 sawmills?

Why have these logs been stockpiled?

{7) Were any of the logs stockpiled so that

a larger volume of logs could be re-
moved from the Shannon basin before it
was closed to logging?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

(n

(2}
(3)

4)

(5)
(6}

(7

One, established by WA Chip and Pulp
Co. Pty Ltd.

Swamp Road—WNairn block.

Approximately 2 100 m* but currently
logs are being carted from this stockpile.
(a) None.

{b) Swamp Road—Nairn block.

(¢) Swamp Road—Nairn block.

Yes.

To prevent undesirable cffects on lorest
soils when logging under winter con-
ditions and to cnable coupes to be regen-
erated.

No.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE

548.
N

(2)

Electrical Trades Union:
Industrial Sabotage

Mr HASSELL., Lo the Minister for Works:

Is the Minister aware of ncwspaper re-
ports which state that the Building
Workers  Union is  deliberately
sabolaging public works by carrying out
construction in such a way as to fail to
provide for conduit pipes for clectricity
supply in public buildings under con-
struction? This is being done in support
of the Electrical Trades Union strike.

Is the Minister also aware that the re-
ports point to the polential cosl to the
State arising from this deliberate sub-
olapge of public works as ultimately
being hundreds of thousands of dollars?
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If the Minister is aware of these mat-
ters. cun he advise what action is being
taken by the Minister and the Govern-
ment 10 bring this sabolage 10 an end?

Will the Government be supporting the
procecdings in  the Industrial Com-
mission aimed at getting the men back
10 work?

Mr McIVER replicd:

)

to (4) The Public Woarks Department is
most conscious of the strikes by the
ETU and departmental officers have
had discussions with the warkers
involved. The situation has also been
brought to the noticc of my ministerial
colleague, the Minister for [ndustrial
Relations.

We are endeavouring to play our part in
resolving the problems. However, it is
nol within my portfolio to resolve these
problems. We are conscious of the facts
and are doing cverything passible Lo re-
solve the strikes. At this stage | do not
know what steps have been taken by my
department with regard to direct action
on the unions involved.

I assure the Depuly Leader of the Oppo-
sition everything possible is being done
o resolve the matter.

Mr Hassell: IT hundreds of thousands of dol-

lurs worth of damage is being done there
is u need for urgent intervention.

Mr McIVER: Wc arc conscious of that bul it

549.

Mr TROY. to the

is not within the ambit of my portfolio 10
resolve the problem. 1t will be brought
1o the notice of the people taking re-
sponsibility for that area.

MEAT: LAMB
Marketing Board: Referendum

Minister  lor

Agriculturc:

Is there any truth in the rural Press re-
port which claims that subsiantial funds
came from Fastern Stites organisalions
1o support the “*No™ vote campaign in
the recent lamb marketing referendum?

Mr EVANS replicd:

The Government now has direct cvi-
dence that Eastern States meat industry
sources supporied the major campaign
against the Lamb Marketing Board with
up to $28 000. This can be regarded as

substantial interference in a Western
Australian issue.

The “No" case in the referendum men-
tioned was strongly supporied by a
heavy advertising campaign, in particu-
lar from the meat processing section of
the Meai and Allied Trades Federation
of Australia.

The *“No” vole campaign far oul-
weighed the “Yes™ vote campaign, con-
ducted primarily by the Primary Indus-
try Association which, through its me-
dium the Farmers Weekly, pointed out
that it did not have Tunds to match the
number of full page advertisements
being lodged by its opposition.

Figurcs which have come to hand rc-
cently indicate that the Wesiern Aus-
tralian division of the Meat and Allicd
Trades Federation spent a total of
$28 000 on the referendum campaign
plus its action against the board over the
agency contracls.

It is intcresting to note thal the Western
Australian division of the MATF was
reimbursed, in full, from its national
office funds.

This is part of a ciccular distributed 10
MATF meatworks members—

The cost of the action taken on be-
half of members in this matter and
the referendum campaign
amounted Lo $28 000.00.

It is pleasing 10 advise, however,
that we have received full reim-
bursement of such costs, from
National Office funds, consequent
to our declegalcs at the recent
Hobart  Convention  convincing
members of the Federal Executive
Commitiee that the meat marketing
problems with which w¢ were and
arc presently besel is a matter of
national concern.

It is above the signature of the sceretary
of the Mecat and Allied Trades Feder-
ation.

Evidently, the national office considers
the Western Australian Lamb Market-
ing Board something of a threat 10 its
interests, possibly because many Eastern
States lamb producers are very dissatis-
fied with the marketing system they op-
erate under at present.
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Interference in a State matter in this
way i$ intolerable and unacceptable.

It was evident from the recent
referendum that a clear majority of
genuine Western Australian lamb pro-
ducers favoured continuation of the
board under its present charter.

1 have for 1abling, with your kind per-
mission, Mr Decputy Speaker, a copy of
the circular letter to which | have
referred.

The circular was tabled (sce paper No. 492).

PUBLIC WORKS: DEPARTMENT
Architects: Points System

MacKINNON.

Works:

(1) Has the points system for allocating
work to architects from the Public
Works Department been changed?

to the Minister for

{2) Il so, what system is currently operating
for the allecation of those works?

Mr McIVER replicd:

(1) and (2) There has been no change in re-
gard 10 the points system for allocating
work to the architectural system of the
Public Works Depuriment. In fact it has
been cexpanded since the change of
Government, and there is no change
whattsoever,

TRANSPORT

Courier Services: Franchising

I. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Minister for
Transport:

Is the Minister awarc of recent Press re-
ports  concerning  the  practice  of
lranchising courier services, and if so,
docs he contemplute any action by the
Government”!

Mr GRILL replicd:

Yes. | am aware of the recent unfavour-

uble coverage given in the Press to the
uperations ol certain couricr services and
am concerned at the lack of protlection
given o persons who purchase [ran-
chises from such firms.

Inquiries | have initiated through the
Transport Commission tend 1o indicate
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that the recent dispute between some op-
erators and management may be the re-
sult of the firm’s propensity 10 sell more
franchises than there is work available.

1 will be looking closely al the possible
nced 1o introduce some form of control
or monitoring of the activitics ol the
present rash of courier operators.

The Bill to amend the Trude Descrip-
tions and Fulse Adveriising  Act
introduced this cvening by Lthe Minister
for Consumer Affairs is a step in the
right direction.

SHOPPING
Supermarkets: Computerised Scanners

Mr COURT, to the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:
(1) Does the Minister supporl the move by
the relail outlets 10 install computerised
checkout scanncers?

(2) If so. what action will he take to have
them banned?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) and {2) 1 am intrigued 10 know whether
the member for Nedlands would tike
them banned. It almost scems like un
invitation to ban them. Very shortly
after becoming Minister far Consumer
Affairs. the action of the Victorian
Government requiring umit pricing of
goods was drawn 1o my atiention, and 1
received scveral deputations, including
onc from the Shop Assistants Union. one
from Charlic Carter Pty Ltd and others
from the Relail Traders Association. It
seemed to me that the best thing 1o do
was Lo get together a working party con-
sisting of the retailers. | do not mind
talking to rctailers or Lo anyone clse. |
am happy o work. | think that was the
prablecm with the previous Government:
it did nol want to work.

An Opposition member: We made decisions.

Mr TONKIN: Members opposite did not do
anything at all, they just sat there. ook
at the Stock Exchange. For scven years
the Stock Exchange asked for an answer
and it could not get one. | gave one
within 21 days. so do not Lalk about ac-
tion. That is absoluic nonscnse.

To get back 10 the question—
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A member: It is continued policy not 10 take
these actions.

Several members interjected.

Mr TONKIN: Docs thc member want to
answer Bimseif? | will sit down,

An Opposition member: Do not become belli-
cosc again.

Mr TONKIN: Has the member lcarnt a new
word?

Scveral members interjecied.

Mr TONKIN: To continue the answer to the
member for Nedlands, 1 thereflore de-
cided Lo cstablish a working party con-
sisting of representatives of consumer
groups such as the Country Women’s
Association, the Shop Assistants Union,
the Retail Traders Association, indepen-
dent retailers associations and anyone
clse whom | thought might have some-
thing 10 offer. That working party is
looking at the whole situation.

Mr Thompson: Have you been convinced?
Several members interjected.

Mr TONKIN: | think we neced 1o know more
about the subject. We need to look al
the situation.

Mr Thompson: Do as | did last week and see
the display NCR put on.

Mr TONKIN: We nced 1o make sure that
the consumer is protected. We nced 1o
make sure that the retailers are able to
modernise their industry. 1 do not see
the two as necessarily incompatible.

| would like to refer 10 a report in The
West  Awustrafian  which  was  highly
inaccurate and which puts words into
my mouth which | never said. | have not
bothered 1o ask for a retraction as it is
impossible Lo gel reiractions from the
newspapers. They fight like mad because
they are not big cnough to admit when
they have made a mistake.

The other day a reporter from The West
Australian quoted our policy to me and
asked what action I was o take. | said,
*§ am considering the matter.” When [
looked at The West Auwstralian next
morning it said that | had ordered an
investigation.

I had done nothing of the kind, and that
type of blatant distortion of the truth
from the news media—-

Several members interjected.

Mr TONKIN: To suggest that we are
carcying on an investigation in this way
is unfair and untrue. | have not ordered
an investigation. Charlie Carters came
to me months ago and told me of an
intended outlet in the Metropolitan area.
One has been operating for some time in
Katanning.

A member: And Moora.

Mr TONKIN: And Moora. | do not know so
much about that one, bui we have had
no complaints about the one at
Katanning. The commissioner has
Iooked at that outlet a couple of times. |
want (0 make it clear that 1 have not or-
dered an investigation into the malter. |
have a working party representing all
sides of the question.

Several members interjected.

Mr TONKIN: The Government will make
the decision in due course. | stated that
we would have a working party when |
met with a group at my officc onc
Salurday afterncon several months ago.
1 said the best thing would be to have a
working party look at the whole
question.

Several members interjected.

PUBLIC WORKS: DEPARTMENT

Harbours and Rivers Branch

Mr D. L. SMITH, to the Minister for
Works:

With the forthcoming merger of the ¢n-
gincering division of the Public Works
Department into the new Stale Water
Authority, what is the future of the Har-
bours and Rivers Branch of the Public
Works Department?

Mr McIVER replicd:

I thank the member for notice of the

question, the reply 1o which is as fol-

lows—
A commiltee has becn established
under the chairmanship of the Pub-
lic Scrvicc Board 10 make rcc-
ommendations on merging the Har-
bours and Rivers Branch with the
Marinc and Harbours Department.

The mcerger committce will have
representations  from  both  the
Transport and Works portfolios and
it is anticipated i1 will resolve the
matier in 1ime Lo coincide with Lhe
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complctcd water authority merger

in mid-1985,

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
Disputes: Metropolitan Water Authority

Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

(1} Has any industriai action been experi-
cnced on any of the construction projects
under the auspices of the Metropolitan
Water Authority?

{2) 1M so. can the Minister describe such dis-
ruption and tell the House where it oc-
curred?

{3} What mecasures has thc Minister taken
Lo remedy the situation?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) 10 (3) I depends what the member
means by “industrial action™. [ am not
awarc of industrial action on any sites
under the auspices of the Metropolitan
Water Authority, but | cannot vouch
that there has been none since | have
been Minister.

Mt Mensaros: | mean recently.

Mr TONKIN: I am not aware ol any indus-
trial action by representalives of the
union concerned. Some discussions have
taken place as to whether the provisions
of the award which relate to access 1o
sites have been observed properly. | have
had discussions with my colleagues, the
Minister for Employment and Adminis-
trative Services and the Minister for In-
dustrial Relations. I would not call that
“industrial action™, but in any endeav-
our where human beings are interacting
with other human beings, tension will
occur from time to time. In fact, 1 have
seen it even in these hallowed halls on
occasions. Therefore, we must accept
that tension will occur and it needs
goodwill, commonsense, and a degree of
tact and maturity to ensure both legit-
imate points of view are catered for.

If th¢ member for Florcat would like a
morc cerlain answer in respect of any in-
dustrial disputation which has occurred
since | have becn Minister for Waler
Rcesources, bearing in mind the prablem
of definition of “'industrial action™ which
has bedevilled our legal system since

555.

federation, | would be happy to provide
him with a more considered answer.

HEALTH: DENTAL
Therapy Centres: Additional

Mrs WATKINS, to the Minister for
Health:

(n

(2)

Given the very valuable service provided
1o the community through the school
dental therapy programme and the in-
creased development in the northern cor-
ridor, can the Minister advise whether
any provision has been made to increase
dental  therapy  services to the
Heathridge arca which has been ser-
viced only by a mobile dental unit?

I so, is hc in a position to give details of
the proposed new service?

Mr HODGE replicd:

{n

and (2} | am pleasced 10 advise the mem-
ber that this Governmenl is very con-
scious ol the valuc of the school demal
therapy programme, not only in the
cost-saving 10 parents by the provision of
free trcatment 1o primary school chil-
dren, but also the educational and pre-
ventive aspects of the scheme which are
cqually important.

i am, therefore, very pleased to an-
nounce that three new dcntal therapy
cenirgs have been completed and com-
missioned.

They are located at Attadale, Melville,
and Healhridge Primary Schools.

As the clinics form part of the entire
school buildings. the Education Depart-
ment has funded the cost of building the
clinies and the cost of cquipment at the
Heathridge centre. The remaining cost
of salaries for siaff, operating and other
recurrent costs, as well as the equipment
for Autadale and Melville centres, has
been met by the Public Health Depart-
ment, in the order of approximately
$100000 in additional fends this
financial year.

Heathridge will be staffed by two thera-
pists on a full-time basis, being in onc of
the busiest arcas of the service, while
Melville and Attadale will be opcrated
on a shared basis; that is, half time cach.

In addition, the provision of a clinic al
Heathridge will release the two-chair
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mobile dental unit which has until now
serviced the Heathridge school. This
mobile unit will be stationed at the new
Heuthridge centre and will enable the
provision of an enhanced mobile service
10 arcas surrounding Heathridge.

These additional three new centres bring
the number of dental therupy centres Lo
1 3% throughout the State.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE
Electrical Trades Union: Indusirial Sabotage

556.

Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for

Works:

The

This gucstion is supplementary o the
carlier question regarding the resulis of
industrial action. It is accepled that res-
olution of industrial problems is not
within the Minister’s responsibility, but
teday the Press has mentioned that in a
period of up Lo a month, concrele pours
conducted by the Building Workers’ In-
dustrial Union have in most, if not all in-
stances, [ailed 1o make allowance for the
installution of clectrical wiring in the
new State Encrgy Commission building
which has been

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
member should state his question.

Mr PETER JONES: What is the Minister

doing about this matter in view aof the
fact that it is suggesied many tens of
thousands if not bundreds of thousands
of dollars will have 1o be paid in order 1o
provide the electrical wiring?

Mr MclVIR replicd:

The member for Narrogin has answered
the question for me. | emphasise that my
department is conscious of the direct el
fect this strike is having on the construe-
tion of buildings in this State. We have
had scveral discussions with the branch
olfices of the Public Works Department
and we linise constantly with the appro-
priate body known as WAGGERS
which was set up by the previous
Government. We also have discussions
with my colleague, the Minister for In-
dustrial Relations.

We do not have the mechanism nor do
wu have the power ta scttle that dispute.
but | share the views of the member for
Narrogin in this regard and we are very
voncerned about the situation that has

arisen in this State in relation to the
strike. 1 indicate 1o the member for
Narrogin  that a  very responsible
Government is in office and it will be
doing everything in its power 1o sctile
this dispute. However, this Government
does not intend to approach the mater
in the samec way as did the previous
Government; that is. in a confron-
tationist way. We will continue the dis-
cussions which have been proceeding
and | refer the member for Narrogin 1o
a strong statemenl by my ministerial
colleague in another place. the Minister
for Industrial Reclations. which was
made last week. Discussions are continu-
ing and | emphusise that | do not have
the power to settle the dispute. The Pub-
lic Works Dcpartment is doing every-
thing possible by way of liaison Lo bring
this dispule Lo the people concerned and
we hape it will be resolved.

PHILLIPS-MERREDIN
Current Status

Mrs HENDERSON, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Phillips-Merredin - which | understand
was placed in receivership by the pre-
vious Governmeni, was sold by the re-
ceiver carlier this year with the loss of
30 jobs. Can the Minister please advise
the House of the present situation?

Mr EVANS replied:

| thank the member lor naotice of the
question, the answer to which is as fol-
lows—

In May 1983, Cabinct approved the
recommendation made by the re-
ceiver-manager Lo close the oper-
ations of Phillips-Mecrredin and scll
the business. This decision  was
made following advice from the re-
ceiver-manager that the business
could not conlinue under ils present
structure without incurring lurther
heavy losses,

The business was sold in June 1983
and operations were recommenced
at Merredin by the purchiser. The
purchaser ks in the process of [i-
nalising & major marketing contract
with International FHarvester
Company  Australia  L.ud. which
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should ensure the future success of
the business, Extra stafl had been
recruited, including some who had
worked previously  with  Phillips-
Merredin, and it is expecled the
work force will 1otal about 38,

EDUCATION

School Buses: Tender System
Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for Edu-
calion:

(1) In the light of the statement made by
the Minister in the House last Thursday
that the Government still believed in the
open tender system for school bus con-
tracts, is the Minister aware this has
caused considerable upset among school
bus operators who believed the Minister
had dropped the total open tender
system carlier this year?

{2) | understand a letter was sent by the
Minister's office as late as September
advising that the Minister had dropped
the open tender system. 1 ask: In order
to clarily and establish the true situ-
ation, will the Minisier advisc the pos-
ition at this stage”

Mr PEARCE rcplicd:

(1) and (2) [ swear to the House that this is
not a Dorothy Dix question, but [ am
grateful indeed 10 the member for
asking it because it gives me the oppor-
tunity to clarify an area of concern
which | understand has been deliber-
ately generated amongst the bus con-
tractors by officials of the West Aus-
tralian Road Transport Association,

Mr Blaikic: Just wait a minute—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Min-
ister listened in silence to the member's
question and the member should allow
the Minister to devclop his arguments
belore he interjects.

Mr Blaikic: Okay, but he generated the con-

© cern. A =

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PEARCE: | have generated no concern. |
kept the House fully informed of the
progress of events. | will sketch out the
cxplanation for the benefit of members
who wish to represent honestly the situ-
ation o the cleciorates, but regretiably

that cannot be said of all members of
this House,

In March of this year the Cabinet made
a decision, in light of advice received
arising from a report prepared by the
Education  Department  and  the
Transport Commission, a report com-
missioned by the previous Government,
that the school bus arrangements would
go to open tender. Subsequently, ap-
proaches werec made by the Road
Transport Association and a large
number of bus contractors, through rep-
resentations from a number of members
of this House. | listened with care and
attention 1o the representations, and as a
result of the representations 1 withheld
any action on implementing the open
tender system. ] started a lengthy series
ol negotiations with the Road Transport
Association (o come up with an alterna-
tive 10 the open tender sysiem to meel
the Government's objective of a cost ef-
ficient system of bus transport for our
school children, and a1 the same time
make that system one that was safe and
suited 10 country communities. On be-
hall of the Government | have gone out
of my way not to implement the Cabinet
decision and {0 star1 negotiations. [ have
undertaken those negotiations, as has
my decpartment, in a spirit of co-oper-
ation and integrity. | regret 10 report
that the same gpirit of co-operation and
integrity has not been shown by the
Road Transport Association.

Mr Clarko: Will you explain that?

Mr PEARCE: Yes, | will. | have mel with
the association twice within the last 1wo
weeks in order 10 finalise the situation so
that | could put before the Cabinet a
proposition which would reflect a con-
sensus between the industry and the
Government about what needed 1o be
done. 1 made it quite ¢lear 10 the associ-
ation that | would listen Lo its arguments
fully and carefuily. 1 caused discussions
to take place between the bus transport

~ . -section of the Educalion- Department

and the Road Transport Association. In
the end one main arca of concern
emerged ang different propositions were
put forward. The bus section of the de-
partment, the Transport Commission,
and the Treasury. supported a system of
return, which meant a flat rate of repay-
ment based on 15 per cent depreciation
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and 13 per cent profit repavable over the
15 year life of a bus. The association put
up a proposition for a 20 per cent return
on capital and a 20 per cent profit with
the repayments for the return on capital
bulked into the {irst four or five years of
the contract.

I listened carclfully 1o the association
and scnt its  proposition off 1o the
Treasury Lo be costed so that the cost
implications for the Government would
be clear. Once they were clear 1 met
again with representatives of the associ-
ation and went through its case with
them. 1 have told the House about this
previously. At that point of the nego-
tiations | said | would put the matier up
1o the Cabinet and that the association
was welcome (o put up its own statement
of its argument 1o be placed on the
Cabinel minute instead of my para-
phrasing that argument. | met with the
association on Monday of last week and
arranged lor its representatives to come
in with their papers on Thursday of last
week 5o that 1 would have the associ-
ation’s documents 10 be appended to the
Cuabinet minute. The representatives
wcre to come with their two accountants
50 that they could be perfectly confident,
not only of my understanding the associ-
ation’s argument, but also of my under-
standing the figures.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Min-

ister should draw his answer to a close.

Mr Blaikie: It is a very important answer.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Nonctheless, the

Minister should draw his answer 10 a
close.

Mr Clarko: It is an imporiant answer.
Mr PEARCE: Ivis a difficult matter. | ask

you 10 lorchear. Mr Deputy Speaker. |
understand that your ruling is in accord-
ance with other rulings of the Chair but
I would appreciate the opportunily to
finish. | will do so expeditiously.

Mr Blaikie: It concerns all Australia.
Mr PEARCE: When the Road Transpon

Association offlicers were to bring the
papers they promised they would pre-
pare, instcad of doing so they wanied
to go aver the arguments generally.
Therefore | held off putting forward the
Cabinet minute for another weck, dur-
ing which the association rcpresentatives
were to come back to me. | had ar-
ranged for a discussion with them
tomorrow s¢ that | could put the minute
10 the Cabinet next Monday as an
urgent ilem as | said 1o the member for
Katanning-Roc [ would do. However, a
1elex was sent oul by the association to
all bus contractors. What was said in
that telex was a deliberatc lie, and the
association kncw perfectly well that it
was a deliberate lie.

Members of the House who heard my
explanation earlier would know also that
it was a deliberate lie. The association
said that the Cabinet was committed to
the open tender system, and that is
simply not true. The association sought
to give itself what it saw as a lever in
what it believed would be further bar-
gaining tomorrow. It sought to create
unrest throught the whole country. 1 will
nat put up with that sort of behaviour by
any union. | have canceiled tomorrow’s
meeting, and the documentation at-
tached to the Cabinet minute will be the
documentation prepared by the bus sec-
tion of the Education Department, the
Transport  Commission, and the
Treasury. If the Road Transport Associ-
ation wants to reopen discussions on an
honest basis, and i1 shows the level of
integrity 1 have shown in discussions 1o
date, the way is quite open for it 10 do so
provided it makes an appropriate and
full apology to the bus operators it rep-
resents.



